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A Dirty Little Corps For Dirty Little Wars 
Why America Needs A Foreign Legion 

American fore ign policy that requires 
the project ion of military power is 
being held captive by the specter of 

fuzzy-cheeked American boys comi ng 
home in bodybags. T hi s specter has caused 
America to hesitate send ing ground forces 
into Kosovo, when decisive action might 
have saved unto ld Kosovar lives. 

American angst over using its military in 
a potentially bloody ground war to ach.i eve 
foreign policy goals is a relatively new, and 
disturbing, trend. For our 200 years Amer­
icans have not viewed war with favor, but 
have never hesitated to commit our sons to 
te1Tible battle. 

But those days are no more. 
Winning the Cold War left America as 

the only superpower, but perplexingly, 
increasingly uncomfortable in that rol e 
when conflicts broke out in Africa and the 
Balkans over long-standing ethnic, racial 
and religious differences. 

Today we are on the verge of a war we 
are not prepared to fight, capable of fighting 
immediately, or willing to fight. Our legis­
lators are just not prepared to fi e ld calls 
from soccer moms across the nation if 
things go wrong and planes of bodybags 
start flying into Dover AFB. 

We have an Army that is tough and capa­
ble. What we need is an army that is tough, 
capable and expendable: A force of young, 
single, hard, healthy, superbly trained and 
equipped men with linguistic and cross-cul­
tural skill s that would be usefu l in foreign 
climes. A force that can be committed to 
battle for the duration. Spirited armies of 
grunts led by our best professionals, with 
little logistical tail and no requirement to 
defend and explain in detail its plans and 
tactics. 

Where do we find this army? Where the 
French found their Foreign Legion, and the 
British found their Gurkhas - abroad. 

We need a force where all the grunts are 
graduates of a fierce and rigorous selection 

and training program, but then well-paid 
and eq uipped with the best we have to offer 
in materiel , leadership and support. An 
army that trains, li ves, goes to war together 
and stays together to the end and beyond -
win or lose. 

ln short order we could recruit and train 
three divisions (for the Americas, Mediter­
ranean and Pacific). There are still enough 
so ldiers around, in or out of current forces, 
who remember how it was done to stock the 
force with NCOs and officers through its 
early days to instill what it takes to win -
and how to win. 

American NCOs and officers who 
would form the leadership cadre initially, 
should be pulled from our best forces -
Rangers, Special Forces, Marines and 
SEALs, and, like Lincoln , our politi cal 
leaders should search long and hard for bat­
talion, brigade and division commanders 
who understand the purpose of war: win­
ning. We need hardened warri ors, not 
careeri sts with their hearts set on a soft 
chair in front of a button-filled console at 
the Pentagon. 

Permanently stationed abroad, the AEF 
wo uld be available on short notice for long­
term deployment to places that today bring 
chills to the hearts of thousands of 
American mothers and fathers. Consider the 
resource a well-trained, profess i.onally led 
AEF division , whose CNN-filmed body­
bags would not cause a change in foreign 
policy or public support, would be tomor­
row morning in Kosovo. 

Every great nation that found itself in 
America's position - from Rome to France 
to England - has eventually looked out­
ward to find fighters to handle their unfash­
ionable wars: Roman Auxiliaries, French 
Legionnaires and British Gurkhas con­
tributed greatly in their time and hold a hal­
lowed place in military hi story. 

An American Expeditionary Force 
could , as well. ~ 
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Ibrahim Linconovic Brigade? 
Could you provide any information on 

a contact path fo r an individual(s) to vol­
unteer to assist the KLA in Kosovo, or in 
any info in that direction? Thank you for 
your time. 

C.L. Gilliland 
CGillil@aol.com 

As we understand the vagarities of the 
Neutrality Act, it may not be illegal for an 
American to fight under a foreign flag as 
long as he does so without swearing alle­
giance to a foreign powerlrepudiare his 
allegiance to rhe USA, etc., as 
evidenced by Yanks fighting for 
Canada/England before we 
entered WWII , joining the French 
Foreign Legion, .fighting in 
Rhodesia or the Israeli armed 
forces and so on. However ir is 
our understanding that it is not 
legal to organize/launch, or 
recruit fo1; a military organiza­
tion or effort against, or on 
behalf of; a foreign state fiwn 
American soil. Thus, probably the 
best anyone in the U.S.A. would 
be able legally to do is refer you 
to an overseas contact point in 
response to an inquiry initiared 
by you. One Stateside contact 
poinl for the Albanian community 
is the Albanian-language news­
pape1; Illyria, 232 1 Hughes Ave., Bronx, NY 
10458-8120; phone: 718-220-2000, fax. 
718-220-9618; E-mail: 11/yriaNWS@ 
aol.com or 73160. 3256@compuserve.com. 
They in turn may know of an overseas con­
tacl wilh ir(formation .for people who wanr 
to assist the KLA . 

Another possibility is to swf the internet, 
bearing in mind that rhere you never really 
know who you are talking to, and vetring 
internet conracts is well nigh impossible. 

But the .first call we recommend you 
make is to your attorney, to ensure whatev­
er you contemplate is legal. 

Fashion Fatigue 
I am really getting tired of your articles 

on the K.L.A. and the Alban ians dressed in 
designer jeans holding rifles. Maybe in your 
next issue you should do an article on the 
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Serbian forces just to provide some balance 
in your coverage. If I did not know any bet­
ter I'd say that your magazine is funded by 
the A lbanian lobby or that you have an 
Albanian as an edito r. 

Doug Kostic 
Port Coquitlam, B.C. Canada 

Doug, rhanks.for a letter we can reply to. 
First, as an aside, we've never seen a gen­
uine pair of designer anyrhing in Eastern 
Europe - they are invariably unlicensed 
knockoffs in varying degrees of quality, 
ofien as not made in the PRC. 

For an article on Serbian .forces, see 
correspondent Mark Mi/stein's story in this 

few years regarding the various parties to the 
mess in the Balkans was predicated upon 
what we saw there on the ground - not what 
some staff member's grandpa to/' him. Just 
.for the record, at the onset of the current grief 
in the.former Yugoslavia, we were ij'anything 
predisposed toward the Serbs because of the 
Serbian people's courageous assistance· ro 
downed American .flyers fighting a common 
enemy in WWII. But in spite of what some­
body's father may have done, we could in no 
way be supportive o.lthose who commit such 
widespread and inhuman atrocities against 
rheir perceived enemy, particularly againsr 
non-combatants such as women and chil­
dren , as the Serb government has done as a 
matter of policy. 

There probably are no com-
pletely innocent groups in !he 

MYPl~E 
SlroT DOWN'? 

Balkans, as the tribal, pre­
medieva/ mindset so wide­
spread there makes inhuman 
treatment of' an enemy - or an 
enemy's great-great grandchild 
or wife or daughter - accept­
able. But whatever an insane 
history may have held, there is 
no conceivable justif'ication to 
continue it. None. It must be 
stopped, with outside military 
action, if that's what it lakes. 
Were our fellow Americans or 
any /Jloc thereo.f to ever mistrear 
millions of' our countrymen or 
neighbors as was done in 
Bosnia and as is being done in 
Kosovo as we write this, we 

MYlROOPS 
Ct>.YTURED? 

BlOOD?'SUFFERIWG? 

HEY\ IWlNT 
MYOUWER 
~CK\\ 

issue. I hope you rhink it's balanced, as it's 
a little hard ro keep your balance when a 
circle o.f drunken Serb cops have you on the 
.floor kicking and spitting on you for the ter­
rible o.ffense of stopping at their checkpoint. 
Of course, that wasn't Mi/stein's .first story 
on the Serb .forces: .first rirne they disrurhed 
his balance it was by targeting him with a 
morrar (which is OK, he didn't spend that 
much time in the hospital, and he already 
walkedfi1nny anyway). His o./f ense that time 
was being a photo.journalist where the Serb 
forces were busy tending to ethnic cleans­
ing , setting up rape camps or sornething 
and did not want to be disturbed. 

Although the .waft and correspondents at 
SOF represent a wide ethnic mix, as it hap­
pens we do not have any Slavs o.l any stripe 
aboard, particularly any Serbs, Croc11s , 
Slovenes, Albanians, Montegrans etc., so we 
have no ethnic axe 10 grind. Whatever edito­
rial ourlook we have developed over rhe past 

would hope an outside power would do 
whatever it rakes to stop such arrociries, 
national sovereignty notwithstanding. 

Thanks again .for your Letter. Unfor­
tunately, the one below is more typical. We 
are neither ignorant o.l Serbnian and 
Balkan history, nor unsympathetic to the 
concerns of the Serbian people. We are 
unsymparhetic 10 tyranny, arrocity and 
inhumanity. And in this recent history, we 
regret we have been f orced to the conclu­
sion that Serbia is not the lesser of rhe evils 
in the Balkans today. 

Yo' Mamma 
F*** you, 
F*** you you Serb-hating bastards . 

Soon you meet your fue rher in he ll and 
your mother feels my mighty c**k up he r 
rape-camp f*****-a*';'. And if any of your 
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Tomislav division or Albanian f*** -bud­
dies want a bullet in the head, come and 
look me up. 

F**k You Very Much 
Milos Radosavljevic 
milos@ texas.net 

Well, at least you didn't accuse us of 
being victims of the superior Croat or 
Albanian propaganda machines - not that 
they need any as long as they have you. 
Milos, if you' re going to assume to speak for 
a people or a cause, before anybody will lis­
ten to you, you' re just going to have to stop 
being a punk. Rape camp? ls that the best 
you can come up with? You wouldn't make a 
wart on a real Chetnik's butt. 

No Dog In This Fight 
I oppose any hostile action in Kosovo. 

It 's about time we realize that nobody 
appointed us world cops, so we can risk our 
lives and health of our military personnel in 
still another no-win war. Yugoslavia has 
been engaged in internecine warfare for 
centuries, strictly on ethnic, linguistic and 
religious differences. Hitler could not van­
quish the Chetniks, and Tito was successful 
in maintaining Yugoslavia's maverick 
stance even during the Soviet domination 
period. We have no dog in this fight, inas­
much as our sovereign territory is not 
threatened. 

May I suggest we focus our attention on 
the Chinese and North Korean threat to our 
Republic, and take action to apprehend and 
punish whose who have engaged in high 
treason against the USA by divulging 
nuclear targeting data to our enemy. In the 
meantime, please vote for an effective anti­
missile defense system, which we will cer­
tainly need once Mr. Clinton 's Chinese part­
ners develop an effective delivery vehicle. 

Jean-Pierre A. Maldonado 
Centreville, MD 

Balkans Balk 
Your editorial was on the mark. We are 

meddling in affairs in a troubled part of the 
world. Some of these ethnic groups are 
known drug smugglers. Hatred and revenge 
are their code. Where is the National inter­
est? Why did we spend $7 trillion fighting a 
cold war yet never got tough with Russia, or 
China, like we are now in the Balkans? 
Today Clinton says we shouldn't think of 
China as a potential adversary, that we must 
change our thinking. Tell that to Taiwan, 
and other countries in that region, or is it 
Clinton 's campaign money talking? Where 
are the conservative Republican majority 
-presiding over an undeclared war that 
wi ll cost us treasure and soldier 's lives? 

Thomas Scherrer 
trs91 l worldnet.att.net ~ 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective 
Antibiotics, Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs . . . Without CosUy 

Ooctors' Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise Instructions for 
securing and using the very latest drugs 
and supplies from mail order suppliers, 
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saries foreign pharmacies, and other 
unusual sources. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soltcover. 
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exact methods outlined in this book. Find out 
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#10009959 S29.95 
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CREDIT 
SECRETll ... 

THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
This is the rnolller of all revenge books! 
You'd have lo buy more than 25 books to 
get all !he wil and wisdom contained in lllis 
compilation from the best of Paladin's 
revenge books. Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitators that claim lo know how lo get 
even. Paladin is still your revenge source 
when you need lo even the score wiUl riY5'f 
neighbors, bungling bureaucrats. snarly 
clerks or other pests. For entertainment pur­
poses only. 8 112 x 11, soltcover. 120 pp. 
#10001675 $20.00 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will save 
you thousands of dollars in fees, finance 
charges and interest payments as you 
learn the very latest techniques lo gel rid of 
debt once and for all and establish good 
credit. Discover proven tricks used by 
lawyers, credit counselors and other pros 
who charge handsomely for their services. 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soltcover. 136 pp. 
#1000887B S17.00 

GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 

by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 

Learn every facet of the grim, violenl world 
of guerrilla wartare: basic fieldcralt; mines 
and booby traps; tunnel construction and 
strategy; ambushes; urban and nocturnal 
tactics; Interrogation, indoctrination and 
exploitation; psyops: and more. For aca· 
demic study only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover. 
photos, illus .. 232 pp. 
#10008720 s20.oo 

DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to Recover 

Information from a Computer 
by Norbert Zaenglein 

Disk Detective is designed to bring the 
secrets of recovering data from a PC, flop· 
py disk or backup device to the average 
person. II includes precise instructions for 
recovering info from reformatted disks or 
ovenvrltten files, retrieving deleted files. 
conducting key word searches, locating e· 
mail messages and much more. 5 1/2 x 8 
1 /2, sottcover. 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND S2.00 FOR AN 80-PAGE CATALOG OF OVER 750 TITLES (FREE WITH ORDER). 

PALADIN PREsse . P.O. BOX 1307-9GS • BOULOER, co 80306 . PHONE 303-443-7250 • FAX 303-442-8741 • E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 

New ID in America ...... .. .. .. #10001006 .... $17.00 
Acquiring New ID; 

How to Easily Use the latest Computer 
Technology to Drop out, Start Over, 
and Get On with Your Life . . .. . #10006005 .... $20.00 

Get Even 2: 
More Dirty Tricks from 
the Master ofRevenge . . .. .. . #10004042 .... $19.95 

Advanced Fugitive: 
Running, Hiding, Survivng, and 
Thriving Forever . ... ..... ... #10008522 .. .. $15.00 

Ragnar's Guide to the 
Underground Economy .... ... #10010262 ... . $18.00 

,. ,. .. - "' . ' 
- ,. ( ' - .., ~ ~ I ' l 

D VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 DISCOVER 0 CHECK/MONEY ORDER 

Card # Exp. 

Item# Item# 

Item # Item # 

NAME 
SUBTOTAL 

ADDRESS PLEASE INCLUDE 
$5.00 POSTAGE & HANDLING 

CITY PLEASE ALLOW 2·4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

STATE ZIP TOTAL 
VIDEOTAPES ARE NONRETURNABLE. DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE REPLACED. L---------------------------------------------------------J 
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E-Mail A Yellow Ribbon 
Southwestern Bell and Pacific Bel l have created free E-mail 

addresses for fam ilies of the three American soldiers now held in 
Yugoslavia. Those who want to send messages of support can do so 
at these addresses: 

SSGT Christopher Stone: ssoldier@swbell.net 
SPC Steven M. Gonzales: tsoldier@swbell.net 
SSGT Andrew A. Ramirez: casoldier@ pacbell.net 

Surplus Choppers 1D Bosnian-Croats 
A second lot of e ight surplus Bell UH-1 H uti lity craft have been 

delivered to the Bosnian-Croat Federation under the U.S.-sponsored 
Equip and Train program. Thus far, 15 such aircraft have been 
donated to equip the federation's rapid-reaction force. 

American Knife & Tool InstitutB 
Everyone who makes knives, sells knives, collects knives or 

uses knives now has an organization dedicated to providing a uni­
fied voice for the knife-making and knife-using community. 
American Knife and Tool institute -AKTI - plans to promote the 
general public's awareness of the history and utility of knives as 

12 

tools, and to encourage sensible knife legislation and responsible 
law enforcement, whi le educating young people about proper safe­
ty and the responsible use of knives. Knives are man 's third-oldest 
tool , still one of the most useful , and probably the most universal. 

If you are in the knife arena, you should join this synergistic 
endeavor, which will ultimately benefit all makers and users of 
knives. For more information, contact: Jan Billeb, Executive 
Director, AKTI, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 68, Burlington, IA 52601-
0068; phone: 3 19-752-8770; fax: 319-752-6 11 4; e-mail: AKTI@ 
lisco.net; website: AKTI.org 

International Confederation of Revolver Enthusiasts 
The newly elected Board of Directors of I CORE has announced the 

8th annual Smith & Wesson Intemational Revolver Championship 
(IRC), being held 16-18 July 1999 at the Hogue Action Pistol Range, 
San Luis Obispo Sportman 's Association, in Morrow Bay, California. 
Wheelgunners should contact Chai1man Mike Ballard for more details 
at 800-438-4747, ext. 645; or 805-466-4234; by mail to Box 20664, 
Mesa, AZ 85277-0664; or electronically at http://www.icore.org 

Vezy High Power 
The .50 BMG is not just a machine-gun round any more. 

Starting with a few eccentric big-bore enthusiasts shooting former 
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Tornado Shelter 
Wine Cellar 

Y2k Preparedness 
Security 

Root Cellar 
Survival 

INSTALLA'l'fON INSTR UCTION VfD EO AVA ILA BLE 

neBearDen 

The 
Bear Den 

comes 
complete 

with inside 
structure 

and shelves 

Entry 
Stairs 

attach to 
unit 

during 
installation 

Baden K9 Ii Tactical Schools 
Offering both trained dogs and training in: 

+ Anti-terrorist/hostage extraction 

+ Perimeter & crowd control 

+ Surveillance, counter measures 

+ Special ops for military, law enforcement and 
corporate interests 

+ S.A.R. 

International security consultants, extraction teams and corporate advisory 
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groups available for immediate global deploy­
ment. Our training personne l are active in the ir 
field in some of the hottest spots in the world. 

U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. speciali sts on-site. We offer 
the most intense and comprehensive training 
courses in the world. 

From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of 
New York City, our clogs have proven their 
courage and stability. 

For more information, please contact us at: 

TEL: (905) 562-3095 
FAX: (905) 562-4242 

Email: SOF@badenk9.com 
Visit our Web Site 

www.badenk9.com 

GI AT rifles from England, Germany and 
Czechoslovakia, a th riving and sophisticat­
ed shooting subculture has developed over 
the past three decades or so, dedicated to 
shooting the .50 Browning round. Capable 
of astounding accuracy with the right load 
in the right rifle fired by the right marks­
man, the .50 Browning round has inspired 
the development of totally new rifle designs 
fo r the c ivilian and profess ional (as in 
police and military) marksman. 

The critical mass for this sport has to be 
the 1,700 members of the .50 Caliber 
Shooters Association, and their most inter­
esting publication Very High Power (they 
modestly call it a newsletter, but it's an 
entirely credible full-size quarterly maga­
zine). The FCSA has a special police and 
military liaison who is ready to assist with 
any profess ional questions. The FCSA is an 
international organization, with shooters of 
both sexes. 

For further infomrntion regarding the 
activities of and membership in the FCSA, 
check out thei r web page: www.fcsa.org; or 
contact their secretary by snail mail: Terri 
Burtt, Box 5109, Riverside, CA 925 17; 
phone: 909-653-5447. 

State Defense Forces 
Some 22 states now have state guards, 

dedicated to service and to the ultimate sup­
port of c ivil authority (as opposed to dedi­
cated self-serving causes and running 
around Wal-Mart in cammies). If your state 
does not have a state guard organization and 
you are inte rested in fo rming one, contact 
the State Guard Association of the U.S., 
Inc., P.O. Box 206, Lothian, MD 207 11. 

I Korean War Vets, Note 
National and international events are 

scheduled to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the Korean War. As only 20% 
of Korean War vets belong to veterans orga­
nizations, the other 80% are being sought by 
the U.S. Korea 2000 Foundation in order 
they may know of the events that will mark 
the anniversary during 2000-2003. 

They need your full name, mailing 
address, phone/fax and/or e-mail address -
and your dates of service in Korea and the 
branch and unit(s) served with. Immediate 
family members of deceased Korean War 
vets are also encouraged to participate. 

Contact: U.S. Korea 2000 Foundation, 
4600 Duke St. , Suite 416, Alexandria, VA 
22304-25 17; fax : 703-684-01 93; e-mail: 
USKorea2K@aol.com 

I New Gun Trade Association 
The "Hunting and Shooting Sports 

Heritage Foundation" has been formed 
among leading manufacturers of fi rearms, 
ammunition and related sporting equip­
ment, to "deliver a coordinated message of 
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Warning: Not recommended for people under the age of 18 
Special Free Report 

Any martial arts or military gurus want to make the same offer? 

Get My FREE Report On Lethal Fighting-And I 
Guarantee For The Rest Of Your Life You won't 
Lose Using My System. And I Put It In Writing! 

This man had 3 high-ranking black belts and over 300 street-fights in 20 years, yet 15 minutes of this 
undefeatable system he knew Jerry's guarantee was for real. Let him tell his story. 

L el me tell you buddy, when you have a little age on 
your butt and there are four Gang-Bangers shoving 
you around and making rude gestures at your wife, 

you want to act. Look, I didn't care about getting pushed 
but if they touched my wife I was in the game. Only this is 
no game. There's four scumbags with weapons moving all 
around me. I can take one out with a kick. But by the time 
my foot comes down, two of them will stab me in the back. 
If I body-tackle the biggest and grapple him down to choke 
him out, the other 3 wilJ just kick my head off. Or the guy 
with the gun will shoot my knee-cap off and I will be help­
less as they rape my wife. 

Wake Up! Street-Fighting Skills 
Aren't Enough!!! 

You better wake up out there, this is the real world. Not 
even my street-fighting told me how to handle this. I was 
lucky they weren't out for blood. They just wanted to 
intimidate me. I was damn angry. Not at what happened. 
Hell, my ego wasn't the deal. Staying alive was! I just real­
ized that I spent $5,000-7,000 hard-earned dollars (not to 
mention the years) to learn what only works in a rin£ or a 
cage witl1 referees and men that think they can street-fight. 
Yeah, they pick up a chair or use a broken bottle or knife 
but they never really know what they' re doing. Look, let's 
just stop here, if you've read this far you're probably one 
Tough SOB like me, if you' re not, filQI! reading this infor­
mation. It 's not for the weak-willed who have to get drunk 
to get up the guts to have a slap fight. It's for Y!!!! real men 
that want to know the TRUTH about lethal fighting skills. 
I knew that after 5 minutes of watching Jwy Peterson's 
lethal SCARS• system he was nothing short of revolution­
ary. He' ll change your mind about power and fear. I don't 
know if you believe in a God but Jerry must be talking to 
him. There's just no other answer to how he solves com­
plex fighting problems. Jerry says, "It's in the math but it 
doesn't hurt to have God on your side." Don't make the 
mistake I did in '93, the first time I read about this system, 
"Thinking how could it be true?" 

This Guy Is ''Nothing But Hype" 
Wrong. the documentation is there. The government 

backs it up. He's taught, developed and standardized com­
bat schools for the SEALS and other Special Operations 
Forces not just in the US but also with NATO groups. 

Ask Yourself, "Can I Handle The Truth?" 
If You Can, Then Here Is Real Credibility. 

Jerry Peterson's SCARS was demonstrated on a secure 
military base, iJ1 true combat fashion, to no less than the US 
Secretary of Defense, the leading 4 Star General, plus the 
Secretary of the Navy and powerful Congressional 
Leaders. They all watched in total amazement as the 
SEAL's executed fighting skills never before seen, 
absolutely flawless on every combat action they took using 
guns, knives, full gear, single and multi-fighting and most 
impressively their bare hands. SCARS never failed them 
and it will 11e1•er fail YOU!!! 
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If That Doesn't 
Blow Your Mind This Will 

You can bet your life on this man 's credibility, 30,000 
other professional men have. You can 't waste one more day 
learning a sport system that has counters to every move. 
With SCARS you're 1111defeatable! Look, do you think 
Jerry could have achieved his renown credibility if the 
secret SCARS science of lethal combat could be countered. 
Absolutely not! The fact is, Jerry Peterson is the one civil­
ian in the history of the USA to have accomplished such 
professional credibility. I challenge you to find one individ­
ual that has ever gotten their fighting system to be reviewed 
by such powerful leaders at the same time. Of course, to 
make it more unfair, also get the official stamp of approval 
for implementing their system as required training for the 
US military. Want to check this out? Here is just one of the 
official course numbers K-431-0096, check it out with the 
Navy. I did, boy was I impressed when they gave me the 
list of what this guy has done. It only took me six months. 
Damned bureaucratic red tape! 

Want More Credibility? 
Jerry Peterson's SCARS project is the only system ever 

to pass all the combat requirements of the United States 
Defense Department. Then to go one better he raised that 
standard and personally trained the elite Navy SEALS, 
some made it, some didn 't. But those that did today hold 
the coveted SCARS/CFC qualification of subject matter 
experts in tl1e field of hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon 
combat. By the way, this qualification becomes part of their 
official military records. In fact, there would be no experts 
if Jerry Peterson did not license the SCARS-Combat 
Fighting Course to the Navy. Are you getting the picture? 
Don't wait as I did. Don 't be fooled by the follower 's ... 

You Know The 'Little Men' 
Ever since 1993, self-proclaimed military 'gurus' and 

some street-fighters have been following Jerry making 
clever claims, if you read between the lines there's nothing 
bw ambiguous claims and self-given titles. Have you 
noticed nobody produces any official paperwork? 

Jerry Peterson Is Absolutely For Real 
This is what you' ll find out. Don 't wai t. Let go of the 

past and learn the science of Lethal Combat. This is the 
first and only original Navy SEAL System. YOUR LIFE 
WILL DEPEND ON IT! Sorry, I'm jumping ahead let me 
explain why the martial arts can' t and won 't get the official 
documentation. First the system has to be universal to all 
men. This means that I 00 men go in. One-hundred men 
come out 100% efficient in all aspects ofCQB (close quar­
ters battle). To prove that the government must test, and test 
SCARS they did, for over fi ve years in real field condi­
tions, on all terrains, including water with real weapons and 
in real conflicts. I'm not going to get into all the govern­
ment testing, that will take forever. Plus there are some we 
can't talk about. But in all those years SCARS never fai led 
EVER!! And that's why it 's sti ll the standard. 

In Fact SCARS Set ''New Standards" ... for 
hand to hand, knife fighting, rifle combat, and much more. 
SCARS is also taking the Law Enforcement community by 

stonn. The summer 
Olympics Special Security 
team was required to take 
our !QS-1 Series just to 

qualify to get on the team 
and Y 0 U can have that 

same knowledge and train­
ing. This is your once-in­
a-lifetime opponunity to 
become undefeatable 

(with or without a 
weapon) with the SCARS 

Professional Fighting Jerry Peterson 
System. Why? 
Because Your Life Is Worth Saving 

SCARS will not fail Yfil!. That's why the US Navy 
SEA.L's, government agents and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the world are using this easily learned, but lethal, 
system to save lives. You will know it works after seeing 
Jerry 's powerful unbelievably easy to learn video tapes. 
Look, you'll receive more knowledge in one hour from Jerry 
Peterson's videos on fighting than two decades of so-called 
'Secret' Mania! Arts. Thanks to Jerry's revolutionary train­
ing method of Gestalt, it won't take you years, months, 
weeks, or days, in just a few short hours of watching you 
will easily handle any bad guy that comes your wayl!I l 
can 't tell you the 'god-like' power you get from the truth of 
this system! 

I'm Telling You SCARS Is So Easy And So 
Devastating, It's 'Embarrassing'. 

You will resist at first. You will say bullsh-t! Then you 
start recalling your real fights on the street. Punches and 
kicks you have done. You try what-if-ing everything he says. 
Why? Because he is stripping you of the lies you based your 
manhood on, he is telling you and showing the cold logic of 
the fight, ripping apart the lie of defensive action and replac­
ing it with brutal science of combat. Be prepared, it 's brutal. 
The foundation of SCARS is solely mathematical, it follows 
that the results are absolute, and not emotionally motivated. 
To a layman it will seem to be quite brutal. However this is 
pure science of human movement for the purpose of protect­
ing your life. Since it is science, every move in every lesson 
seamlessly adapts to all modem and ancient weapons. You 
never waste time learning useless punching and kicking or 
grappling moves that DON'T work with weapons. With 
Jerry's system you can take the weapon out and you're still 
a lethal fighter. SEALS using SCARS have never been beat­
en. Now is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get Jerry's-

Free Special Report To Receive The Same 
Knowledge As The Most Feared Men On 

Earth Navy SEALS! Just Call 

1-800-827-1239 
24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your Free 
report. International , call 602-437-3143 
Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find out 
how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 

Copyright 1998 Direct Action Corporation 

15 



industry responsibili ty and to challenge vigorously misrepresenta­
tions of industry positions and practices." The new foundation will 
serve to coordinate policies and practices of ex isting industry asso­
c iations, such as the American Shooting Sports Council , the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation and the Sporting Arms and 
Ammunition Manufacturer 's Institute. Interes ted parties may con­
tact Doug Painter at HSSHF, ll Mile Hill Rd. , Newtown, CT 
06470; Phone: 203-426-1 320. 

Human Cost in Sudan Nearing 2 Million 
According to a report by the U .S. Committee fo r Refu gees, 

the ci vili an death to ll in Sudan 's 15 yea rs of c ivil war has ri sen 
to at least 1.9 milli on, making it the mos t costl y ethni c or re li­
g ious conflict s ince World War II . The bulk of the deaths to non ­
combatants has occurred mostly in south and central Sudan, and 
have been cau sed by fi ghtin g, war-caused famin e and di sease . 
The Committee condemned the Khartoum go vernment for po li­
c ies " that have spread confli ct, forces southe rn Sudanese to re lo­
cate and blocked re li e f efforts by the UN and inte rnational re li ef 
agenc ies." 

Roger Winter, d irector of the Committee, noted that the 
human cost of thi s conflic t "i s greate r th an the combined c ivili an 
deaths in Bos nia, Kosovo , Rwanda and a number of othe r 
places" but that the " international community seems not to be 
in te res ted. " Deaths among combatants was es timated as proba­
bly in the " tens of th ousands." 

Kopters Y2K Kompliant 
The Army's primary combat he licopters, the AH-64 Apache 

Longbow and Bell-Textron OH-58D Kiowa Warrior, have under­
gone in itial Year 2000 tests at White Sands Miss ile Range, New 
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Wiii yo 
If the lights go out, are you prepared to protect 
your family and property? Excalibur's battery 
operated night vision systems turn night into day. 
You see intruders who can't see you. 

-<!> Visit our website or "call for 
equipment specifications & 
warranty details. 

The BEST Pock etscope. The 
American Eagle can be hand-held , 
head- or camera-mounted. The Model 
603U can identify a person at 200 
yards unaided on the darkest night! 

Enali ur £lectrn ptics, 
1-800-797-2849 PO Box 400 

Fogelsville, PA 18051-0400 FAX (610) 391-9220 

ry 1, 2000? 
The BEST Single Tube Goggle. 
The GEN Ill 1700-4U can be 
used to see people moving at 
1,000 yards in starlight. 

The World's Largest 
Stocking Distributor of 
Night Vision Devices 
for over 22 Years! 

The BEST Riflescope. The 4X 
RAPTOR has 1,500 yard 
detection with a quarter moon! 

3Jur. 
www.nightvis .com 

xcalibur@ptdprolog .net 
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A Limited Edition Collector Knife. 

Please mail by July 31, 1999. 
Kn ightstone Collections '" 
One Tower Road 
Media, PA 19063-5711 

P lease e nter my order for T he Mistress of Fire, 
Boris Vall ejo's fi rst fantasy co ll ector knife. 

I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed 
$37.50* when my knife is ready to be shipped to me . 
Limit: one lenife per collector. 

*Plus Ht)' state sales tax and 
$3.95 fo r shipping and hm1dling. 

SI GNATURE ___ ~AL-L7oR=o=•R=s~A~RE~s=uBJ=Ec=r~rn~A=c~cE=er=A-Nc=E-. -----

MIV MRS/MlSS ____ ~P~L=EA7sE=e=R~1N=r c~L~EA=R-LY-. -------

ADDR.ESS ______________ APT # ___ _ 

CITY/STATE _____________ ZIP ____ _ 

TELEPHONE# ( _ __ ) 

20055-128-001 



Mexico. Results were "mi ss iles will fire and communications links 
will remain intact when the year 2000" rolls over, according to a 
report in .Jane's Defence Weekly. 

ln a related matter, a report by the DoD lnspector General notes 
that some 12,000 commercially procured Global Positioning 
System receivers may be vu lnerab le to the Y2K bug, as they have 
not yet been inventoried or made com pliant. Among hardware that 
use uncorrected receivers are inc luded such items as Navy 
Tomahawk cruise miss iles and P-3 Orion surveillance aircraft, Air 
Force C-17, C-130 an C-141 transports and the KC-135 tanker. 
Hand-held units for combat troops are al o at ri sk. 

Some of the receivers are used by civilian government agencies, 
defense contractors and allied countries. The GPS receivers in ques­
tion were made by more than 70 companies worldwide, and are not 
among the 15 various types as procured from the USAF-directed 
GPS program office at Los Angeles AFB. The constellation of 24 
American GPS satellites are deemed Y2K compliant , as are 
receivers that have been procured from the GPS program office. 

SEAL His1Dry 
The Complete History of the Navy SEALs, a Bud Brutsman 

Twilight Works' feature on the Hi story Channel this July, will cover 
the Navy 's commandos from when they were frogmen in shorts and 
swimfins during World War II, to today 's e lite high-tech warriors. 
With empha is on the men themselves, the show will also examine 
the future of the SEALs. 

Japan Arrests High-Tech Exec In Sales To China 
fsao Sasaki, former senior managing director of Hitachi affiliate 

Ryokosha KK, has been arrested by Japanese officials and charged 
with responsibility for selling telecomparators to China via South 

® 

Korea. The company had also sent unauthorized personnel to install 
equipment and train workers at a plant in Harbin, China, in 1997, 
without clearance from the International Trade and Industry 
Ministry, which governs export of tools and machinery that could 
be used to make nuclear weapons. 

In 1992, Japan Aviation Electronics Industry, controlled by NEC 
Corp., paid the United States a $ I 0 million settlement in a case that 
alleged the company sold navigational equipment for fighter planes 
to Iran without authorization. 

In the 1980s, Toshiba Machine Co., an affiliate of Toshiba 
Corp., was penalized for selling American technology for comput­
erized milling machines to the then-Soviet Union, which was used 
to si lence the propellers on Soviet submarines. 

The United States and Japan are party to multilateral agreements 
to control exports of potentially sensitive technology and equipment. 

Rhodesian War Website 
Charles Lotter, author of Rhodesian Soldie1; is assembling mate­

rial for a new book. Those who fought in or are otherwise interest­
ed in the Rhodesian war should check out his website: http://mem­
bers.tripod.com/-Rhodesian/echoes.html. 

Looking For A Few Good Deserters 
"Operation Fugitive" is what the Russian military prosecutor 's 

office calls its new effort to track down deserters. It is believed 
there are more than 5,000 deserters in the North Caucasian Military 
District alone. Meanwhile, more than 6,000 Army deserters surren­
dered to authorities in the first half of 1998, under promise of 
leniency for those who turn themselves in. In the southern Siberian 
Altai region, 182 deserters gave up, citing brutal treatment and poor 
conditions as the reasons they bugged out. ~ 

Custom Design Series 
• Designed by Master Knlfemaker, Gil Hibben 
• Black Spanish micarta handle is inlaid with cloisonne Kenpo Karate insignia 
• Fluted tang just like the original custom hand made knife 
• Stainless steel blade and guard 
• Perfectly balanced for combat or utility 
• Overall length: 12-1/4" 
• Includes a genuine leather sheath 

UCI 168 Hibben Kenpo 11 

Custom Fluted Back 

IIDlf.ed· Available at your local knife retailer or distributor. 

1425 United Blvd. • Sevierville, TN 37876 
©1 998 United Cutlery Corp. 

For more information on a dealer near you call 1-800-548·0835 and ask for Dept. SOF or Fax 423-428-2267. 
Dealer and distributor inquiries invited. Exclusively from United Cutlery Brands. 



SVSTEIVI 
The Cops NEVER 

wanted the public to see! 
By Bob Pierce V. P. - TRS 

Instantly "Take Out Permanently" Any Attacker 
With Just A Few Simple Moves! 

It's not a good thing to have high-ranking police officials 
mad at you ... but since I've had the Pentagon so pissed it 
was ready to send a "black bag" team to my house (when I 
ran afoul of them during the DELTNSEAL civilian boot camps 
we held two years ago), I figured having a few cops angry with 
me was worth the risk. 

You see ... I finally got my hands on the most secret cop­
training video ever created - the one that teaches you how 
to instantly "take out permanently" any attacker with a few 
simple moves. That's "take out permanently" as in "kill". It's 
the final word in self-defense - covering the one subject no 
other teacher has dared to even talk about before. 

This video was created especially for the training of hand­
picked law enforcement personnel and federal agents ... 
and, for a very long time, has been purposely kept secret from 
civilians (as well as kept away from most cops - only a 
select few ever get to see this training!). In fact, for once I 
actually agree with the guys behind this secrecy - for most 
of the civilian population, this is just too "heavy", and should 
remain a secret. 
But also for the record ... this ain't playtime anymore. 

I have put my neck on the line to bring this video to you ... 
and once you know these lethal tactics, you are on your own 
if you ever have to use them. 

And ... maybe ... this video is just too "hot" for you. It's not 
for everybody - and I urge you to just ignore t his article, 
unless you meet these minimum qualifications: 

1. You understand that the protection of yourself and your 
loved ones is the most important thing in the world ... 

2. If it comes down to you ... or the other guy ... you have 
zero doubt in your mind that it must be the other guy 
who loses ... and ... 

3. You understand that, as an adult who makes his own 
decisions in this big mean world , you are absolutely 
responsible for your actions. If you are forced to use 
these tactics to save your life (or the lives of your loved 
ones), and you take a fall. .. you 're on your own. Don't 
come running to me. I 'm just the messenger. 

If you can 't accept these terms - and accept them as a 
man whose word is his bond - then I will NOT allow this tape 
to be sent to you. 

(continued on the next page) 

www.threatresponse.com 
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On the other hand._.. if you can accept the responsibility 
ne6essary for learning these amazing life-saving (for you) 
ighting techniques ... then read on. Because ... 

This Will Be The Most Important Article 
You Have Ever Read! 

Here's the story: Several years ago, big-city police and 
sheriff departments in this country realized they needed better 
fighting skills against the criminals they encountered. Now, 
you have to realize that the combined cop forces of this state 
are massive, but fragmented ... and the organized gangs and 
"families" and robbery teams here are better armed, more 
vicious, and utterly without remorse when it comes to killing. 
Often, they are high on steroids, methamphetamine ("speed"), 
and other drugs that make them immune to pain, and so 
permanently pissed-off that they will run through a hail of 
bullets to strangle a cop even as they bleed to death. 

These criminals, by the way, are the same ones YOU will 
encounter in t he street. The difference is, the cops have 
pistols, batons, mace and stun guns at the ready ... while you, 
most often, will be bare-handed. 

Of course, cops also find themselves in hand-to-hand combat 
for their lives ... they are instructed NOT to use their weapons 
until the last second, and then it's often too late, and they're 
in close-quarters combat for serious blood. And when you're 
in a fight with someone who literally doesn't care if 
he OR you dies ... 

What the cops finally found was so amazingly "on the money", 
that the U.S. military even started paying attention. The skills 
you're about to learn are so simple ... so easy ... and yet so 
viciously-effective, that they match the more "pretty" killing 
skills of the most elite Special Forces in the world. 

This training is vastly different than what a Navy SEAL might 
teach you. The SEAL is going against trained terrorists, skilled 
soldiers, and combat-intense situations. That's not what it's 
like in the streets of your town - your biggest fear isn't coming 
across a bazooka-carrying team of Iraqi terrorists ... it's waking 
up to find a wild-eyed thug in your bedroom, or being surrounded 
in the theater parking lot by a gang of punks high on drugs. 

What YOUR biggest worries are, crime-wise ... are EXACTLY 
what cops and federal agents have to go against. 

About Ray EBBlngsen 
The man behind teaching these skills is Ray Ellingsen. Ray is one of 
the most respected "bounty hunters" in the business - a veteran trainer 

· · ~ . ~· ! · . ···· 
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of a sensitive U.S. Military specialists, he honed 
his breathtaking fighting skills by fighting hand­
to-hand with the kind of human scum you can 
only hope you'll never run into yourself. As a 
hot-shot "skip chaser", Ray's current job is 
hunting down the nastiest criminals who skip 
bail in Los Angeles (the most dangerous "market" 
in the U.S.). More than half of his take-downs 
involve serious violence - his life is on the line 

every moment he's on the job, since the bastards he tracks down are 
the worst: Repeat violent offenders with rap sheets a yard long, and 
brain-curdling drug histories. 

This training, frankly ... 

Is Exactly What You Want To Learn For The Dangerous 
Situations You're Most Likely To Get Caught In! 

The cops begged for a few simple, easy-to-learn hand-to­
hand skills that would allow them to end any confrontation in 
a heartbeat ... with lethal force if necessary. That's what Ray 
gave them. Gangs and hardened criminals now think twice 
before attacking many big-city cops and sheriffs ... because 
word has gotten out that the cops now know 
these deadly skills. 

It's been the biggest secret in law enforcement. And now ... 
if you're ready ... I've made these skills available for you. 

This course is going to change your life, overnight. 
Here's what else you will learn: 
• The 5 simple ways to make yourself "untouchable" even if you are 

surprised by an attacker! (You don't need to be fast or have quick 

reflexes, once you know the secrets of "instant reaction" to violence.) 

• The single best defensive move ever created - it's ALL you need 
to know to eliminate 99% of the force of any attacker's punch or 
charge! (And so simple, you will master it immediately, even without 
practice!) 

• The secret of instantly regaining your balance at any point in a fight 
- a natural move that works like magic to keep you from going down, 

yet is unknown to most streetfighters! 
• How to tap the source of devastating power in your body - without 

it, your strongest strike will lack force ... with it, your most casual punch 
will carry the power of a jackhammer! 

• Two breathtakingly simple ways to take down a larger and more 

pissed-off opponent ... and make sure he stays down! (Not a lethal 
move, but a great way to end any fight right NOW!) 

• How to turn a bad situation in a crowded place - like a bar - into a 

"non-situation" by putting the bad guy on the floor! (The reason most 

karate stuff doesn't work in the real world is that so much fighting 
happens in places where you have NO room to make your fancy moves 
and spinning kicks!) 

• How to get out of a surprise choke-hold without getting hurt! (A 
move few fighters learn, and almost no attacker will expect ... very 

simple to do, very devastating to the attacker!) 

• Everything you need to know about surviving and winning against a 

knife attack! (Ray uses red paint on his practice knives to show how 
a knife fight really happens ... this information alone will put you light­

years ahead of other fighters, even if you've never been in a knife fight!) 
• How to use a knife yourself ... against an armed attacker .. . and 

against an unarmed attacker! (A knife - if you know how to use it -

can be a great equalizer in an otherwise unfair fight against a bigger, 

meaner, more crazy man!) 

• How sheriffs train to subdue prisoners in tiny cells - t he hardest 

type of fighting there is! (Sheriffs must spend two years manning 
jails ... and the most common injury for them occurs in tight quarters. 
Ray shows you how to USE the small space of a jail cell - just a bit 
bigger than a closet - to your advantage in a fight against a larger, 

more pissed-off man! Amazing stuff that can help you in a hallway, a 

small bathroom, or during a carjacking!) 

Will 
"I wish I would have taken Ray Ellingsen's class years before when I was 
assigned to the jails, because it would have certainly saved me numerous 
dings and bruises. I work on a drug enforcement task force now, and I have 
had to defend myself several times in the line of duty. I have used the 
techniques and because of them, I have always come out on top! " 
Paul Motilla, Age 34, Deputy Sheriff Southern Ca. 

"As a film director, I've had to scout and work in some very dangerous 
locations around the world; places like Southeast Asia And some of 
America 's toughest inner city neighborhoods. These locales are 
permanent "war zones"and I was looking for a self-defense system 
that was easy-to-learn,100% effective and as extreme as I needed it 
to be. Ray has given me some amazing life-saving "tools" I can take 
with me anywhere I go in the world." Sean Entin - Film Director, Age 
32, Hollywood, CA www.threatresponse.com 



• The 4 simple "natural weapons" on your body 
to use during a close-quarters fight ... just 
knowing about these easy-to-use strikes gives 
you an "arsenal" that can make you unbeatable 
no matter how outsized or outweighed you are 
in a tight fight! 

• The 4 secret "manipulation" spots on your 
opponent you can "play" like a piano to take 
him down and put him under your complete 
control! 

• How to keep from being taken to the ground 
when attacked by multiple opponents! (It's the worst place 
you can be in a gang attack ... but with Ray's training, you 'll 
know exactly what to do to stay upright. .. and turn the attack 
around in a blink!) 

And more. These two tapes are crammed with the most 
intense, and most tight-on fighting skills I've ever seen. As 
I said, cops swear by this training. I want to have these skills 
in case I need them, and I know you do, too. 
Here's what to do: Just call my office at 1-800-899-8153 
(you can call anytime day or night) and say you want to 
order the "Cop Fighting Skills Package". Please fax the 
signed "Waiver" to 1-559-732-5537. Your special price is 
just $39 (plus $5 shipping and handling), and you can use 
your credit card. Or, if you prefer to pay by check or 
money order (payable to TRS) simply fill out the 
Order Form below and mail it with your 
signed "Waiver"(on the left, below). Either way, 
your package will be rushed to you by return mail. 

I'm holding these packages - including your free copY of 
Ray Ellingsen's awesome weapons trainingvideo"Carry, Conceal & Draw" (yours 
to keep even if you return the rest of the package for a refund) and a RARE 
GIFT (a pocket-sized, very potent self-defense tool that is carried by the 
pros). You MUST HURRY. There are only 211 copies of this tape in my 
possession at the moment ... so if you don't get back to me, someone else will 
walk away with YOUR free tape and gift. Don't let that happen. Call tight now 
(or mail the coupon and waiver today). 

You get our most generous guarantee of satisfaction - 3 months to look 
everything over, and if you return the package for a refund, there will be no 
questions asked, and no hassles whatsoever. I am taking you as a man 

of your word. 
Please, call tight now. My secretary told me we've already gotten several 

calls, from guys who found out about this amazing video package from other 
cops. That doesn't surprise me - word of mouth on stuff as important and 
exciting as this goes like wildfire. 

&-~ 
Order On-Ii ne@www.threatresponse.com V. P., TRS 

1, (First Name) (Last Name), attest to the following 
facts and conditions in consideration of purchasing 

material containing information of a sensitive nature. I 

am at least 18 years of age. / am not a convicted felon, 
nor am I currently involved in any form of criminal 

prosecution, indictment or judicial process of any kind.I 

understand that the information presented within this 

video production is for demonstration and educational 
purposes only. 1 further understand that the use, practice 
or further dispensation of this material could possibly 

result in serious injury or death.I am aware that I should, 
whenever possible, avoid any physical confrontation. In 

the event of a hostile or life threatening encounter / 
understand that 1 am only legally allowed to use enough 
force to stop the U1reat or remove myself from the danger. 

(First Name) (last Name) 

Birthdate: - --- Today's Date: __ _ 

1 Signature: ------------

"Cop Fighting Skills Package" Priority Order Form 
For Fastest Service, Use Your Credit Card And Call Toll-FREE 

1-800-899-8153 (ask for Dept. LT-19) 
0 YES! I am absolutely ready to take the "ultimate" responsiblility for the protection 
of my loved ones (and myself) .. . and I can see that Ray Ellinsgsen has exactly what I'm 
looking for. I also realize I risk NOTHING by ordering now, since I'm covered by a 100% 
money-back guarantee (with no questions asked) - therefore, please RUSH me this 
exciting video package. Here's how I want to pay: 

0 I prefer to pay by credit card. Please charge my: 
0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 AmEx 0 Discover 

0 Enclosed is my 
check/money order 
(payable to TRS) for $44.00 ($39.00 + $5.00 Shipping & Handling) 

Amount: $ ----- Expires ___ _ Name _______________ _ 

Card# ___________ _ Address---------------
Signature ___________ _ City _______ ST--Zip ---

Mail this form to: TRS • 606 E. Acequia St., Dept. LT-19 •Visalia, CA 93292 
CA & VA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for "2·Day" shipping and $15 for "Overnight" shipping 

Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call (559) 732-5317 for more information ---------------------------------------------
" I spent many years teaching hand-to-hand combat techniques to Marine recruits 
and would say that I am uniquely qualified to judge someone"s abilities. RayEllingsen"s 
abilities and tactics are truly exemplary. The information in these tapes meet the same 
rigid criteria that the Marine Corps demands of its fighti ng system ; it must 
work ... pe r iod. I believe it is one of the simplest and most effective 
method s of empty-handed fighting I have seen in my 24 year career." 
Robert Lindley- Gunnery Sgt. USMC (Ret.) Southern Ca 

'This May while on patrol, I arrested two "bangers". One was pretty docile, but the other sprayed 
me with paint and tried to stab me with a Buck knife! I used the exact moves I learned from Ray 
Ellingsen and knocked the suspect to the ground and took away his knife. I was amazed at how 
calm I felt. Rays Ellingsen's training made the life or death difference in the way I handled myself 
and the situation ."" Bob Ramsey, Age 27, Deputy Sheriff Southern Ca. 

www.threatresponse.com 
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i Rogue's New CompStDck 
Harvesting birds and fowl when the shooting's good, trap and 

skeet tournaments, or heavy slugs and sabots in law enfo rcement 
shotguns all can take a toll on the shooter. You wear eye and hearing 
protection - why not g ive some consideration to your shoulder 
be.fore continued punishment causes permanent - and needless -
damage? Hague 's new CompStock OverMolded shotgun stocks 
prom ise truly effective 
recoil reduction fo r heavi­
ly loaded, or lightly 
loaded but heavi ly used, 
shotguns . 

Initi all y available for 
the popu I ar Remington 
870, Mossberg 500 and 
Winches ter 1300 series, 
the CompStock incorpo­
rates a patented recoil 
dev ice - shown here with the ru bber cover removed - that 
requires no adjustment and works eq ually well with heavy magnum 
or target loads. Us ing a di stens ion spring and a unique ro ller cam 
lever that req uire no adjustment fo r di ffe ring loads, the CompStock 
is worth a try fo r anyone affected by the heavy reco il of a shotgun. 

Hogue Inc., Dept. SOF, Box 11 38, Paso Robles, CA 93447; 
phone: 805-239-1440; fax: 805-239-2553. 

Pentagon Elite 
Knives and tools by the fo lks at SOG Specialty Kni ves need no 

introduction to SOF readers, but there is a new addi tion to their line that 
is wo1thy of note: the Pentagon Eli te. lls bas ic arrangement is a spear­
point fo lder, currently a fairly popular design, but there are a number of 
features on the Pentagon Elite that make me wonder if they've been 
reading my mail. I've missed these fea tures on competing designs, and 
grumbled, "why doesn' t somebody ... "And now SOG has. 

A spear-poi nt gives good penetrati on, but tends to be vulnerable 
at the very tip. SOG has eng ineered around thi s problem by making 
the point geometry more obtuse. Li ke on a Tanto grind, this obtuse 
tip is stronger, but on the Pe ntagon Elite it is still symmetrical, and 
the four-faceted point is meticulously sharpened down to nothing. 

T he utility of the Elite's ambidextrous thumbstucls are enhanced 
by the fact the be lt clip may be moved to either s ide of the kni fe to 
accommodate us of left-h anded persuas ion. And the c lip is stoutl y 
made of skeletonized stainless spring steel - not pl astic - to give 
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a secure grip and instant re lease. The wide arc described by the 
thumbstud makes it a very smooth and easy opener. 

The liner-type bl ade lock is as rig id as any we've tested, and 
another thoughtful fea ture is that the liner-lock re lease button is pre­
c isely checkered fo r a dexterous re-fo lding of the kni fe. [f you are 
opening a kni fe one-hanclecl because the other hand is busy, it fo l­
lows that the off-hand may be still busy when it 's time to secure the 
3-7/8" blade and the checkering helps - something not addressed 
in competing des igns, and a practical feature. 

T he fi rst 1- 1 /4" of the non-g lare, bead-bl as ted blade is serrated 
to aid cutting fabric and cordage, and both the serrations and the 
curved part of the bl ade kept a good edge, as one would expect fro m 
SA stainless wrought by the sk illed makers of Seki. The gri ps are 
mol.cl ecl of sharply and prec ise ly checkered re inforced Zytel and 
prov ide a secure, comfortable grip . A lanyard hole in the butt will 
pass a length of 550 cord . 

At 8-5/8" open and 4-11/1 6" fo lded, thi s strong, well -des igned 
and lightweight knife is a worthy companion, indeed. 

SOG Specialty Knives, Dept. SOF, 652 1 2 I 2th St. S. W., 
Lynnwood, WA 98036; phone: 425-771-6230; fax: 425-77 1-7689. 

Portable Potable Water 
" Water, water, everywhere, nor any drop to drink ," the poet 

wrote, and although he was talking about seawater the phrase ho lds 
true on Janel as well. Just because it 's liquid cloesn ' t mean you 
shoul d suck it up: Yo u will die without water, but the microbes in 
much of the world 's 
water supply can kill 
you just as quick ly. 

We lea ve o ur 
A me ri ca n Ex press 
ca rd at home and 
neve r leave ho me 
witho ut water, but one 
eve ntu a ll y has to 
res upply in the fi e ld . 
There are many v iable 
opti ons lo turn ava il­
abl e wa te r into po­
table water, but here 
is a partic ul arl y handy 
one : th e Su rvival 
Straw d istributed by 
l.W. A.E. 

After ac ti vati o n, 
simpl y imme rse the 
straw in the water to 
be purified and suck. 
A s in g le stra w will 
re move 99.99% of 
bacteri a, g iard ia and 
E DB (plus greatl y 
red uce heavy metal s 
and va ri o us other 
chemicals) from up to 
5,000 ga llons of water if regul arly backflushed. [f muddy, fi lter or 
Jet settle fo r max imum unit life. Thi s handy li ttle li fesaver onl y 
weighs a couple ounces and w ill get lost in your pack or pocket, but 
should be one of the first things you pick up to pack. 

Di stri buted by l.W.A.E. Co., Dept. SOF, 41 7 Jeffe rson S t. , 
Paducah, KY 42001 ; phone: 800-360-1569. ~ 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 

LOCKAID ..C~ .. 
Specifically designed to pick -
tumbler locks. Designed over thirty 
years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid "Gun." Prices include a copy of the book 
"Lockplcklng Simplified." 
Lockaid $69.95 

ll'V'u~ PIX MODEL 13 I : i iiJ 
This deluxe yet compact kit 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 
for discreet undercover operatives. As a 
special bonus, a 5-plece set of warded 

PXP 10 
• Shirt Pocket Size. 
• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. 

picks Is Included. A 16-piece set total. 
Also included, a copy of "Lockplcklng 
Simplified." Receive all this at a low price of 

• Has 13 Picks. Tension Wrenchs and Brol<en Key 
Extractor. 
• All Picks with Metal Handles. 

Pix 13 $42.95 • Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 

Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

~ 
Safe & Vault manipulation $9.95 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 How to Pick Pins & Wafers $9.95 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 Combination Locks $8.00 
Tubular Locks $8.95 00 Keys by lmpressioning $8.00 
Lockout and forced entry $11.95 Key Casting Manual $8.95 
Involuntary Repression $10.95 ~ Locks, Picks, Clicks $10.00 

SESAMEE DECODER 
This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
d<!-maging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 
different tools housed in a handsome black leather case 
designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-plece warded key set and a copy of 
"Lockplcklng Simplified." 17-plece set total. 
ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

$17.95 

The IT'IOSI elledMI tubular pick on the marl<el, unike the larger picks with long 
handles or ~ handles. The longer the tool, the more pressure 1-*l 
which causes easy bl8alo!ge. The advantage " the Mini Pick is ~ is so short, $79.95 
you only u. )'DIX thumb and index finger. With a little practice this ml will open a tubular loci< in less than a minute. 
A.. 'tt>ur Oloice: (1) Genier (2) Ollset left (3) Ollset right; a "Segal" 8 pin tubular; C Si>in Tubular; Q Si>in Tubular; E. iµ>;n /laJ. 

• 

S~~~~~de~~~e~?o b?~~~on~~~!t~;p~a~~~!~ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 
. . The most fantastic tool you will 

Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 
base keys and pick. Complete in-

ll••----structions included. 

The besl single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction • Used by locksmiths worldwide 

E100C (3 volt) .... 

Catalog $3.00 - Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 

on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 

received. 

PIX-EZ 
All-In-One 
Pick-Set 
100% American Made! 
As convenient to carry 
and use as a pocks! knttel 
Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under !Ne 
ounces, worl<s fast and opens pin and waler tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks. tension wrench. $34.95 

WKSPICKS ~ 
Made of the finest blue tempered 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock 
pick-set is a must in every lock-
smiths' tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES - 5 ITEMS 
1·MD·16 DELUXE SET ...................................... $59 95 
1·SCHALGE WAFER SET ................................. $29.95 
1 ·SESAMEE DECODER ............................... .... $17:95 
1-WKS PICKS .. .. .............. $ 9.95 
1·DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS ............. m.fi 

A VALUE OF $147.75 

AT A LOW PRICE Of $89.95 

MD16 
Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 

Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 

Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$59.95 

MD32 
Hip Pocket Size, 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 
Tension Wrenches,·. 
Broken Key 

Extractor. 
$69.95 

' 
!~~ 
.int:.. .... 
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MD60 
Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 

The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in good faith, 
without make 
believe or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 

Send to 
Steve Arnolds 

Gun Room 
Postage & handling 

$6.00 
Overseas postage add 

30% of total. 
~ All major credit cards 
accepted. 

-~- - .. --~ ~:~.:;e~~ . .-5 ~ 
P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF7, Dexter OR 97431· (541)726-6360 Mustbe 18years 

' ' of age 
Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail: gunroom@pacwest.net 
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The Right Moves 
Tactics, or the applicat ion of tactics, 

consists of a triad of skills that must be 
mas tered if you plan to win. T his triad is as 
old as warfare itself: shoot, move and com­
municate. As al ways, the purpose of shoot­
ing is hitting, whether it was with a long­
bow or a rifle. Movement may be toward or 
mov ing away from the th reat. 
Communication - or usually the lack of 
commun ication that results in a lack of 
knowledge, informat ion or inte l - has in 
the past, and will in the future, change the 
face of hi story. Communication can ex ist 
between you and the threat (in the form of 
compli ance request) or between personne l 
on the same team. In a team concept it may 
come as a warn ing or serve as input to the 
direction of movement or a verbal warn ing 
of a potential threat. 

Selecting one side of the triad , the con­
cept of movement brings up some inte rest­
ing issues. P lan and tra in as if no one is 
stand ing still . If in three seconds you were 
going to be shot at and you had no avail able 
cover, would you mov~ or stand still ? It 
makes pretty good sense to thi nk you would 
move. And there is a strong possibility that 
the threat will move to attack or withdraw. 
If we were to discuss the physical target to 
be engaged (a human threat) we know that 

Movement, by both the threat and the 
shooter, adds infinite variables and realism 
to training. Has most of your practice been 
at stationary, or moving, targets? If we 
believe in the old maxim "We will do in a 
fight what we have done in training ," 
shouldn't your training include movement? 

1=1y1:11s"l'~R FITNESS r- Alfflil:NTIC 111111.l"l"Al~Y l ~t 
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Ace the NA VY SEAL PFT! 
Achieve a 100% success rate w ith the revolutionary 

12 Weeks to BUD/S Workout. Guaranteed! 

Whether you want to be a 
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one .. . you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules ... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has ]wiped many men 
attain optimal fi tness 
and make it t o BlID/S. 
It really works! 

Call Now! 

ALSO AVAILAIBLE 

T Im 01'1'it:ial 
T1•aini11g llool: 
o1' the 
II S N 1n1y 
S 1:1\1.s 

If you want to train like a SEAL.. . 
you need this boot! It's the exact 
one used by Navy SEALs in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends , paintball , too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12, 13, 14, 15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 
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These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 
2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95 * 
Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons as SKS, MlGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, M16, M14, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

MEDICS $14.95 * 
Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_91B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, NiBC Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 

SPEC OPS $14.95 * 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 

Military Media 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Suite 321 
Hockesssin, DE 19707 

Pathfinder manuals; Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21-75 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 

and the Ranger Hahdbook. A total -of 33 manuals 
on all aspects of Special Operations. 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-321-2974 



it is a relati vely large target from groin to head. And it may offer a 
thinner profil e if it is in a sideways mode. But, an almost certain ty 
is that the threat will be mov ing. 

Next point: Think of all the rounds of 
ammunition you have fired in your 
life. Has most of your practice been 
at stationary, or moving, targets? If 
we believe in the old max im " We 
will do in a fight what we have 
done in training," shouldn 't your 
tra ining inc lude movement? 
Shouldn 't you move to cover, or 
fo r better target acquisi tion , or 
out of the line of possible incom­
ing fire? Do the targets you practice 
on move, ei ther across your line of 
march, toward you; away from you? 
Add to this the trnth that many fights 
include mul tiple threats and our problem then 
could become amplified. 

The last thing you want to happen in a gunfight is to 
lose your footing. Lead with the strong foot and set the 
toes down first to confirm the ground. After confirma­
tion, the heel of the strong foot is set down and the 
opposite foot is withdrawn to re-establish the firing plat­
form. By keeping the knees slightly bent, a rapid rearward 
movement can be achieved. 

l note while training students here at the school that a stationary 
student shooting on a stationary target starts to do well grasping the 
basic principles of sight alignment and s ight picture used in con­
junction with a good compression of the trigger. Once we start to 
make the student move and shoot, marksmanship skills deteriorate. 
After practice, student skill s improve and they begin to move and 
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shoot effecti vely. Then we throw the next curve ball : We make the 
student shoot while mov ing and make the target move too. Student 
skills aga in begi n to deteriorate as they encounter these new vari­
ables. So, the process is li ke building a house - as skills improve 
we add another layer, and another, until we get a student who can 

move, shoot and hi t mov ing threats. 
Address ing approaching or withdrawing targets requ ires no 

special operator techniques except an ability to wi thdraw from 
approaching threats and potenti ally advance on wi thdrawing 
threats. Backing up from a threat is not necessarily a reflec­
tion of the color of one's backbone. Contrary to popular 
be li ef, I would point out that the graveyards are full of peopl e 

who wouldn 't back up. Start with General Custer 
and go wherever you want from there. We 

tra in to withdraw because withdrawing cre­
ates distance, which in turn creates time, 

whi ch could create marksmanship 
opportunities. Still don 't want to back 
up? F ight a threat armed with a Ka­
Bar inside a room sometime. 
Whatever is left of you, if you sur­
vi ve, will back up the next time! 

Withdrawal is accompl ished by 
leading with the strong foo t and setting 

the toes of the strong foo t down fi rst to 
confirm the ground . After confirmation, 

the heel of die strong foot is set down and 
the oppos ite foot is withdrawn to re-establish 

the f iring platfo rm. By keeping the knees slightly bent, 
a rapid rearward movement can be achieved. 

In the oppos ite, advancing-movement marksmanshi p is an 
acquired skill ga ined by practice and repetition. Techniques vary, 
but what seems to work well fo r most is keeping the toes pointed in 
the direc ti on of movement and shoulders square to the threat. Keep 
a slight fl ex or bend in the knees and have the fee t stay c lose to the 
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ground. Let the feet pass each othe r (not 
cross) in a shuffling like action. The flex of 
the knees in withdrawal and advances 
reduces the "bouncing" like action that 
impairs marksmanship. 

Lateral moving threats require a " lead" 
based on the distance of the shooter from 
the threat. The amount of " lead" is directly 
related to distance and speed of the threat. 
You will be required to practice at targets of 
varying speed and distance to acquire the 
skill to hit these targets. Another issue with 
lateral targets that may be more important 
than distance and speed is follow-through. 
This is the placement of the sights in the 
correct place and following through while 
the hammer falls. Stopping follow-through 
when the hammer falls is what makes the 
projectiles strike behind a moving threat, 
and it is what causes most shooters to miss 
lateral movers. 

A "wobbling" or " bobbing" target man­
dates similar concerns. Two techniques can 
be used. First is tracking, which I be lieve is 
the best answer. Get the sights on the target 
and keep them on the target! When the sights 
are on the target then press the trigger while 
tracking (following-through), continue 
shooting until you get the required response. 
The second option is the ambush technique. 
This technique has the shooter place the 
sights in a stationary position ahead of the 
threat movement. As the threat approaches 
the sight area, the shooter "times" the threat 
arrival with the compression of the trigger. 
Ambushing the threat means the shooter 
must have a grasp of projectile flight time 
and requires the shooter to " hope" the threat 
doesn ' t deviate from the direction of move­
ment. In other words, the threat may not 
"come" to the sights. There you go lucky! 

Movement to our advantage can make us 
less of, or harder to be, acquired in a threat 's 
sight picture. For those who might think " no 
problem - when I get in a fight I'll just hit 
that moving sucker, no worry," I am 
reminded of the old Victory At Sea tapes I 
still watch on occasion. Viewing the footage 
of Japanese kamikazes working off of the 
shores of Okinawa and seeing the gunfire 
directed at those aircraft by naval ships gun­
ners, one wonders how anything could get 
through the barrage of firepower directed at 
them. Ask any of the almost 5,000 dead 
crew of the 30 sunk, or 368 ships damaged 
how hard it is to hit something that moves. 

Movement is a viable part of confl ict. 
Failure to recognize and commit training 
time to deal with the issue of movement can 
be fatal. Movement, along with communi­
cation and marksmanship, constitutes the 
triad of winning; it always has been and 
always will be. ~ 

Clint Smith 
Thunder Ranch, Inc. 

HCR I Box 53 
Mountain Home, Texas, 78058 

830-640-3138 
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Smith & Wesson Performance Center .45 CQB Pistols 

Serious practitioners of combat 
handgunnery now have two new .45 
ACP pistols to choose from. The Smith 
& Wesson Performance Center offers 
two versions of .45 CQB Combat Pistol. 
TI1ese full feature pistols are available in 
an all steel version as well as an alloy 
frame model to allow purchasers to 
pick the gun best suited to their needs. 

Both pistols utilize a four inch match 
grade barrel, titanium coated spherical 
barrel bushing and hand lapped over­
size rails on the frame and slide for 
superior accuracy of the popular .45 
ACP cartridge. The single stack eight 
plus one magazine allows a slim profile 
pistol that is easily carried concealed by 
law enforcement and legally licensed 
citizens. 

Tiu·ee dot front and back Novak Lo-Mount sights, Performance Center tuned traditional 
double action trigger, an ambidexh·o11S spring loaded de-cocker and wrap-arow1d grips are 
standard features of tl1e CQB Combat Pistols. 

For more information on these limited edition specialfeature handgurIB and the location of 
tl1e Smith & Wesson Stocking Dealer nearest you call 1-800-331-0852, ext. 2904, or visit the Smiili 
& Wesson home page at http://www.srnith-wesson.com. 

(beef or chicken,stew, beef w/noodles, 
choppeq beef stea~) 

•Matches 
I./ •, Wet Napkin 

• Spoon & Fork 1 

•Salt & Pepper 
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UNITED STATES 
Base closures: Defense Secretary Cohen insists two more rounds of base closures 
must occur in 2001 and 2005 to save $3 billion for new weapons. Congress, after endur­
ing four rounds of base closures since 1989, has shown little interest in the plan, charg­
ing that previous closures were manipulated to hit Republican congressional districts.• 
Soldier shortage: Army short 2,000 needed enlistees for fourth quarter of 1998, well on 
its way to catching up to Navy in personnel shortage. Air Force, facing enlistment short­
age, plans first-ever paid TV ads to combat problem. In all branches, mid-grade per­

!;llll':1l';"iii sonnel are leaving in droves for better paying, less arduous civilian jobs, while record 
numbers of recruits fail to complete even their first terms of enlistment. First-term 
dropout rate reached 40% in Army last year. • Home bases: Air Force releases names 
of designated "home bases" of new Air Expeditionary Wings. Ten combat wings will be 
based at the fol lowing Air Force bases: Hill UT, Dyess TX, Elmendorf AK, Lakenheath UK, 
Davis-Monthan AZ, Shaw SC, Barksdale LA, Ellsworth SC, Cannon NM, and Langley VA. 
Five others will be set up just for humanitarian missions, including: Pope NC, Travis CA, 
McConnell KS, Grand Forks ND and Fairchild WA. 

UGANDA 
Tourist raid: Kwandan Hutu rebels based in the 
Democratic Congo cross into Uganda and raid tourist 
camp at Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park. 
Rebels pick out 13 "British and American" tourists 
(including some from New Zealand, Australia and 
Canada} and march them to Congo border, murder­
ing eight along the way before releasing the rest. 

Help wanted: U.S. cannot generate enough U-2 
flights near North Korea to keep continual watch on 
its military. Theater commanders want more aircraft, 
or at least more pilots and mechanics for the planes 
they have. Air Force sent E8CJSTARS radar plane to 
track the 12,300 North Korean artillery and rocket 
systems to be used in the annual winter maneuvers. 

Terrorist bombs: Five terrorist bombs rock capital 
of Lusaka, and one damages Angolan embassy. 
Another 12 bombs found by police and defused or 
detonated safely. Zambia asks U.S. to send FBI 
agents to investigate. Government shuts down 
privately-owned Aero Zambia airline after reports 
it carried weapons to UNITA rebels in Angola. 

CHILE 
New fighters: Government 
plans to restart program to buy 
new fighters, which had been 
derailed by economic issues. 
Pinochet affair has all but forced 
Swedish Gryphon out of pic­
ture, leaving the F-18C in the 
lead over the rival F-16C50. 

Oscar winner: Russian Oscar-class cruise missile 
submarine spotted observing the NATO Battle 
Griffin Exercise near Norway. Fighter planes: 
Government plans to merge MiG and Sukhoi fight­
er bureaus in order to save money on administra­
tion and overhead. Both will continue to design 
planes independently. Nakhichevan enclave: 
Azerbaijan asks U.S., France, and Russia to force 
Armenia to give back Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Azerbaijan fears Armenia is preparing to annex 
Nakhichevan enclave, a part of Azerbaijan separat­
ed from the rest of the country and trapped 
between Armenia and Turkey. 

CONGO (DRC) 
DRC offensive: Rebels capture Opala 

~111::!~'4 (90 miles south of Kisangani) and 
&-~~-l advance on Mbuji-Mayi (which is 

main source of revenue for govern­
ment). DRC and allies begin offensive 
at Kindu. DRC forms "mechanized 
brigade" at Lubumbashi. Zimbabwe 
sends more troops to DRC. DRC and 
allies say Uganda and Rwanda want­
ed to perpetuate war in DRC in order 
to continue their occupation. 

Ballistic missiles: Government 
asks U.S. to help it field medium­
range ballistic missile system 
able to attack key targets inside 
North Korea. South Koreans 
think this would be better deter­
rent to North Korean missiles 
than expensive and unproven 
missile defense system. 

HAITI 
Senator killed: Gunman kills Senator Jean­
Yvon Toussaint, a sharp critic of President 
Preval. Two boatloads of illegal Haitian immi­
grants drown when overloaded boats sink en 
route to Florida. Preval and five opposition 
factions reach agreement to form caretaker 
government and hold new elections. 

--rl.l1 



CHINA 

SOMALIA 

Nuke theft (continued): Reports of U.S. intelligence leaks say China stole designs 
for W88 nuclear warhead from Los Alamos National Laboratory in mid-'80s, and 
has continued stealing U.S. nuclear weapons technology from that time. 
Floodgates opened in 1994, when Clinton Administration ended background 
checks for foreign scientists visiting three national laboratories. White House 
advised of problem in 1997, but by all accounts did not take seriously nor raise 
issue with China to avoid wrecking presidential goal of U.S.-Chinese strategic part­
nership. Stolen W88 made it possible for Cl1ina to build multi-warhead and sub­
marine-launched missiles 15 years before they could have done it themselves. 
Senator Lott says he will consider holding Clinton Administration in contempt of 
Congress for China policy. Livid Chinese: U.S. vetoes sale of $450 million Hughes 
communications satellite to Chinese company linked to Chinese Army, saying sale 
would harm U.S. national security. Chinese livid with rage, saying veto will damage 
U.S. ties. More theft: Chinese businessman Yao Yi arrested for trying to illegally 
buy and export to China fiber optic gyroscopes needed for missile guidance sys­
tems. China launches new guided missile destroy ship, the 6,600-ton Shenzhen. 

Gloomiest ever: United Nations reports between continued 
fighting, the drought, a food shortage and massive weapons 
inflow, Somalia is in "its gloomiest period." Warring factions 
of Rahanwein clan agree to ceasefi re in Sakow. Aidid 
recieves shipment of weapons from Libya and another from 
Eritrea, including several Ferret and DRDM armored vehi­
cles and 106mm recoilless rifles. Rahanwein Resistance 
Army says Aidid's troops massacred 40 civilians in Baidoa. 

SUDAN 
Civil war: Opposition parties complain that President al­
Bashir's hints that he would give up the south in order to 
end civil war hid his real motives, which they claim are 
to establish Islamic fundamentalist state the Christian 
south will never accept. Sudan calls for Arab League to 
investigate plots against it by Uganda and Eritrea. SPLA 
rebels kidnap seven Red Cross workers in early March. 

LIBYA 
TWA bomb: U.S. and Britain give 
Libya spring deadline to hand over 
two Lockerbie bombing suspects. 
Libya rejects deadline saying 
demands must be met first. Khadaffi 
vistis Egypt to discuss Lockerbie sit­
uation and other matters with 
Mubarak. The two say it wi ll take 
three months to work out details. 

JAPAN 
Do (not) drop in: U.S. suspends plans 
for parachute training drop on Oki­
nawa after local Japanese object, say­
ing it would amount to expansion of 
U.S. military activity on the island. All 
Japanese political parties have agreed 
to expand the missions of Japanese 
troops on peacekeeping missions. 
Japan appears ready to legalize rising 
of sun flag and the anthem "Thy 
Reign", praising emperor. 



Fat Boy In Gym 
If America's role in the Kosovo conflict seems a bit unplanned 

and disjo inted, remember it 's par for the course under the Clin ton 
Administration . Since 1992, Clinton has struggled with fore ign pol­
icy like the fat kid bumbles through gym c lass. Perceptions about 
Clinton's inabili ty to direct fore ign policy are confirmed in the 
must-read book All Too Human , by former White House 
Communica ti ons Director and C linton right-hand-man George 
Stephanopoul os. 

The 456-page book, avai lable at any bookstore, g ives a brutally 
honest, deta iled, behind-the-scenes look at the Clinton presidency, 
in which fo re ign policy is clearly an afte rthought. A lthough 
Stephanopoulos maintains a respectful tone toward hi s fo rmer boss, 
the facts poi nt to a commander-in-chief with lit.tie ability to under­
stand the complexi ty of serious conflicts in Iran, Somalia, Bosnia 
and Haiti - compounded by the fact that Clinton is directed by no 
c lear personal philosophy about America's military role abroad. 

As he became confused about hi s responsibility to dea l with fo r­
e ign human rights atrocities in 1994, the United States began to 
re embl e a powerless giant. Frustrated by C lin ton 's lack of vision , 

Stephanopoulos fou nd himself tak ing adv ice from veteran New York 
Times reporter Johnny Apple. As the two shuttled to a campaign 
event fo r then-New York C ity Mayor Dav id Dinki ns, Apple poli te­
ly told Stephanopoulos he and the president needed to read Present 
at the Creation, by former Secretary of State Dean Acheson - a 
c lassic account of post-WWII American diplomacy. Stephanopou­
los was open to any suggestions, because Clinton clearly lacked the 
sk ills needed to make decisions about increas ing ly complex situa­
tions. When Clinton found Stephanopoulos reading the book, he 
said , "We' ll work this out, George." 

"Somalia , Bosni a, Haiti - foreig n policy was a mess," 
Stephanopoul os writes. "Jn each case, we were caught between crit­
ics who said we should use American power for humanitarian pur­
poses and those who insisted that ' we can ' t be the world 's police­
man,' so we shouldn 't even try." Clinton apparently fe ll somewhere 
in between. 

His liberal base wasn't much he lp. Instead, it was confusing. In 
the decades Clinton spent preparing himself to be president, liberals 
stood firmly against involvement of the U.S. military in places such 
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as Vietnam , Grenada and Libya . Throughou t Clinton 's li fe, modern 
liberals had opposed neutrali zing enemies in defense of America 's 
vi tal interests. Yet C linton fou nd himself faced with pressure by the 
same group - which got him e lected - to engage aggress ively in 
conflicts he didn ' t understand. 

"In private," Stephanopoulos writes , " he ra iled aga inst liberal 
critics, li ke Times columnist Anthony Lewis, who were making his 
life miserable by pushing him to send troops to Bosnia and Haiti : 
'Lewis has to accept the fact that he's been against every American 
intervention fo r 30 years, and now he's the bigges t hawk in the 
world .' Sometimes he just ex pl oded in fru stration: ' What would 
they have me do? What the fuck would they have me do?'" 

Stephanopou los describes a scene in which C linton screamed in 
frustration about his screwed-up fo reign policy team, demanding 
that former Reagan a ide David Gergen be included in future fo re ign 
policy decisions. He quotes C linton say ing, "The Reagan people 
were much better at the politics of fo re ign policy than we are. Look 
at Lebanon. They went into Grenada two days late r and fixed it. " 

The book also g ives detailed accounts of Clinton's pathetic 
attempt to force the military to accept gays, almost overnight. 
Clinton 's hand ling of the situati on, Stephanopou los writes, back­
fi red and caused more trouble than ever for gays and lesbi ans in 
America 's armed forces . The whole debacle, he exp lains, threatened 
a full separat ion between the military and its commander-in-chief. 

The book waxes extensive ly about C lin ton 's re lationship with 
Gen. Colin Powe ll , who served as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs o f 
Staff during the first term. C li nton and Stephanopoul os both 
respected Powell, but were obsessed with the prospect of facing a 
challenge from the general in the 1996 e lect ion. That fear, 
Stephanopoulos writes, created a barrier between Clinton and the 
man who arguably knows war strategy and fo reign policy as well as 
anyone alive. 

The book even addresses an o ld SOF favorite, which is Clinton 's 
inability to sa lute properly. Turns out, the Clin ton administration is 
so lack ing in military veterans it was a struggle just to figu re out 

The CZ 85 Combat is perfect for 
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ambidextrous slide stop and safety, 

adjustable trigger, adjustable sights and 

free fa ll magazines for fast reloads. 

how to correct the problem . 
"Sheepi sh at first, he seemed to be working out his internal con­

flicts every time he tentative ly raised his hand," Stephanopoulos 
writes. " T he tips of his fin gers would furtiv e ly touch hi s slightly 
bowed head, as if he were being caught at something he wasn ' t sup­
posed to do. The snickering got so bad that National Security 
Adviser Tony Lake came to my office one afternoon to strategize on 
how to approach the president about it. T he message had to be 
de li vered in private, but who was the right messenger? Not me; I 
was too young, and not a veteran. The v ice president was out; too 
much competiti ve tension in the ir re lationship for something so per­
sonal. It had to be Tony; though he hadn ' t served in the military, he 
had served in Vietnam as a foreign service officer, and Cl in ton's 
sa lute came under the heading of national security." 

All of which expla ins why the fo llowing one-liner, overheard by 
SOF, is somewhat funny: " Rumor has it Clinton spent more time 
planning his Woodstock trip than his war in Kosovo." All humor, 
sayeth the wise man, is founded in truth . ~ 
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P.O. Box 171073, Kansas C ity, Kansas 66 117-0073 



Text & Photos by David Bray 

hi plash 
It was January 1966. Directly west of the c ity of Pleiku, the 

I/9th Cavalry Scouts found themselves supporting units 
that were working the Cambodian border; searching out 

supply depots used by the 32nd, 33rd and 66th NYA regiments that 
we had fought so hard in the la Drang Valley during October and 
November of 1965. 

Places that had been tiny ' Yard villages were now storehouses 
for rice, munitions and petroleum products. The Montagnard resi­
dents were gone, possibly killed by the North Vietnamese, whose 
on-si te troop contingent was limited to caretaking forces left behind 
when the regiments had moved across the border into the sanctuary 
of Cambodia. 

The troopers worked a strip of land about 4 miles wide, which 
incluclecl territory on both sides of the border. Scout choppers would 
screen the area for the troops, conduct ambushes and hunt clown and 
kill those enemy sold iers who would be found hiding in a well or 
spider hole. 

The Cav would enter a "village" of three to six huts, confi rm it 
was a supply depot and torch it. As rice burned, it gave off a yel­
lowish smoke. Ammunition-filled huts would explode and those that 
contained petrol be lched heavy black smoke that seemed out of 
place along the jungle trai Is. 

Someti mes, when there was time and opportuni ty, the Scouts 
would search out and destroy the supply points. On our first pass 
we'd flame the hootches with rockets. Then M-34 "Willy Pete" 
white phosphorous grenades would be dropped upon the thatched 
roofs. Sometimes they'd go through and start a fire but oftentimes 
they'd bounce right off forcing us to land and wait while one of our 
guys ran to the strncture and knocked holes in the wall. Then he 'cl 
toss an M-34 and run like he ll - usually with trails of white phos­
phorous shooting over his head. 

There was artille ry in place to support patrols on the legal side 
(Vietnam) of the border. One clay we touched down at an arty posi­
tion to take a break and chow clown on some Cs. A sad-eyed major 
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gave me a bottle of insect repellent to keep 
the damned mosquitoes off. Since we were 
working close-by, we came again the next 
day and I sought out the major. I found only 
his steel pot with no rips in it - onl y a huge 
groove down the right side, exactly the 
diameter of a I 05 round . He'd received bad 
news from home and had walked purposely 
in front of a tube - just as it fired. My Cs 
didn ' t taste so good that day. 

When we thought most of the supply 
depots had been located and reduced, most 
of the Cavalrymen were pulled out; but a 
few units stayed behind to patrol in hopes of 
catching Charlie coming across the border. 

We screened the AO for one unit, 
bivouacked right on the border. The LZ 
would accommodate six slicks at a time 
touching down - but the perimeter was a 
solid wall of vegetation that a tiger would 
have a hard time moving in, let alone sol­
diers with full rucks. Only one place near­
by was emi-clear, just directl y north west 
of the LZ, but even that was covered with 
3-foot-high grass, small trees and slu·ubs. 

Passing over that area, I saw a small tree 
suddenly move as if hit by something. I 
turned back and saw a dazed khaki-clad VC 
who had run into it and had his be ll rung. 
Aware that I potted him , he ran for the 
open and dove face down into the grass. As 
he assumed the prone and hid hi s eyes , I 
could see he had no weapon and thought he 
might be playing bait, trying to draw us in to 
an ambush. 

A couple of low slow circles convinced 
me he was alone. I told Mike Scofie ld , my 
observer, to ready a WP grenade. Dropping 
it by the Chari ie from 15 feet overhead we 
watched as die grass - then the man -
begin to burn. He never moved or screamed. 

We headed for Pleiku . 
As I flew east, I looked out Mike's side 

of the chopper. Outlined in the afternoon 
sun were several large animal s in the 
branches of a big tree a few hundred yards 
away. "Mike, look! Gorillas!" I said a I 
turned the chopper. In less than a minute we 
were next to the tree and the "gorillas" 
turned out to be a squad of grunts from the 
LZ who had heard us pass overhead. By 
mime, since we had no radio contact, they 
let me know they were lost. 
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(top) A "Hook" brings home a WIA H-13, 
3,000 feet in the air over South Vietnam. 
(above) Dave Bray with his Bell H-13 Sioux. 

It took over 30 minutes to lead them 
from the tree, th rough the terrible sea of 
plant li fe , the 200 fee t back to the perimeter 
of the LZ. 

The next day my team had been called to 
pinpoint the location of a pl atoon-sized 
patrol that had been hacking its way through 
the jungle. I had no idea how long they had 
been out, but my knowledge of the area 
made me thankful that I was not humping a 
pack with them. 

We made radio contact and soon I was 
directly over a stand of trees that hid them 
below me. As diey started blowing trees 
with liberal charges of C-4, I climbed to 300 
feet and called for a Chinook to rendezvous 
with us. Inside the ' hook carried a rolled up 
"Wonder Woman" ladder made of cable and 
aluminum crossbars. Within minutes we 
could see a speck in the sky at 4,000 feet 
and knew it was the 'hook headed our way. 
I climbed to 500 feet, so they could home in 
on my position . 

With careful pl acing of the charges the 
grunts fe lled the trees in such a way that 
they overl apped each other, creating a 
pl atform about 15 feet above the jungle 
fl oor. By climbing up success ive layers of 
3- to 4-foot-di ameter tree trunks, the 
gru nts were soon in pos ition to reach the 
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ladder that was now dangled from the rear 
ramp of the big bird. 

Following all that humping and hacking 
at " stay-awhile" vines (they'd snag you as if 
to say, "Hey, stay awhile."), they had to 
climb nearly 100 feet up against a down­
draft of 130 miles an hour; winds of more 
than hurricane force to be faced with 
weapons and full packs after hours of fight­
ing their way through the jungle. 

Two men grabbed the end of the ladder 
and he ld it steady as the chopper came to a 
stabi lized hover far overhead. Above the 
trees - but below the cargo aircraft - I 
flew around and watched as the Captain and 
his radio operator started up the ladder. 
They were followed by the others, two men 
at a time, s ide by side. 

When the Captain reached the ramp he 
quickly doffed his pack and laid down on 
the deck, leaning out over the ladder, he lp­
ing each of his men make that final lurch 
into the big green machine. They must 
have been in great shape because they all 
made it up without problems except for 
the last two men - the two who had held 
the ladder. 

Now, with no one to steady it, they start­
ed to c limb - and the ladder began to 
swing. The downdraft whipped them 
around so strongly I expected them to be 
blown off. However, they battled their way 
to the half-way point when one of them, 
totally exhausted, could go no farther and 
s imply hung in limbo like a limp dish rag. 

Seeing this, the Captain motioned wildly 
for the other man to haul ass on up. Even as 
he spoke, he swung himself over the ramp 
and inched down the wildly swinging ladder 
until he was alongside the stranded trooper. 
Awed, I watched him talk calmly to the man 
as he took the man's ruck and weapon from 
him and secured them to the ladder. 

As he worked, the automatic stabilizing 
system that held the hook steady, seemed to 
give way and the chopper backed up - and 
jolted the foot of the ladder into the tops of 
standing trees leaving the two men hanging 
precariously. 

Quickly, the brave CO swung his legs 
around the man and locked his knees around 
the ladder rung. He grabbed the cables on 
e ither side of the trooper and twisted his 
arms around them for a better grip. I was so 
close that I could read his lips as he shouted 
upward to the sweating crew chief who was 
watching him from above. "Up, up, up! " the 
Captain shouted. I saw the crew chief 
scream into his headset and suddenly the 
Chinook jerked upward, and yanked the 
ladder out of the tree top, simultaneously 
whipping the stranded duo around like rag 
dolls in the mouth of a vicious dog. The 
Captain, though, maintained his grip and 
the ladder slowly ceased gyrating as the 
huge chopper lumbered to 4,000 feet and 
sped towards Pleiku at 120 knots. 

As I watched the bird disappear, I knew 
the trooper might die that day - but only if 
his CO died first. 

David Bray resides in eastern Arkansas. ~ 
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It 's time fo r continent-hopping in our 
continuing terrorism tour: Although not 
all- inclusive, our global travels highlight 
those who were, those who are, and of 
course ... those who may come back. The 
old saying, "What goes around, comes 
around" mav become uncomfortably fore­
boding. 

North America 
Canada: Vast frozen ex panses, smiling, 

reel-jacketed Mounties in Smoky Bear hats, 
and peaceful , fur-coated, hockey-pl ay ing 
folks who say "ay" a lot come to mind . 
Thoughts of Canada and terrori sm just seem 
incongruous. Is that changing? 

Although never a hotbed of terrori st 
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acti vity, Canada has had its share. The last 
major inc ident was the June 1985 bombing 
of A ir India Flight 182 frnm Toronto to 
London. All 329 passengers and crew died 
as the 747 was bl asted apart off the Tri sh 
coas t. Perhaps more important than what 
te rro ri sts have clone in Canada, is what they 
may well be planning to do, frorn the great 
white north. 

Over the years, sizable quantities of 
explosives, commerc ially manufac tured in 
Canada, have shown up in terrori st bombs 
around the world , including a large lot of 
"factory rej ect" deto nators fo und with 
Micll:lle Eastern terro ri st groups. 

Canada 's permissive lmmi gration Act, 
coupled with its bene fit-laden Citizenship 
Act has, for some time, been attrac ting the 
wrong crowd. Dozens of the world ' s maj or 
terror groups have set up shop in Canada, 

PART II 
by Richard L. Sherrow 

including Ha mas, Hezboll ah, TarnjJ Tigers 
(LITE), the Provisional Iri sh Republican 
Army (PIRA) and the Ku rd ish PKK. 
Accord ing to the Canadian Security 
Inte lligence Service (CS IS), these groups 
are act ively engaging in , amo ng other 
things : 

• Setti ng up and operating international 
terrorist safe houses . 

• Providing logistical support for tetTOr­
ist ac ti o ns outside Canada. (The 3,000-plus­
mile, mostly unguarded U .S./Canacla border 
opens many possibiliti es) 

• Raisin g funds and rec rui ti ng new 
members from Canada 's growin g immi­
grant population. 

• Arranging member and support trans­
portation to and from other countries. 

Desp ite thi s growing in ternational threat 
pote ntia l, the Canadi an government has 
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elected to slash the personnel resources and 
operating budget of the very organization 
tasked with keeping an eye on internal secu­
rity. In the periods 1993/1994 and 
1998/ 1999, the CSIS suffered a 21 % budget 
cut in both of these areas. This translated 
into losing $22.7 million Canadian dollars 
(U.S. $15.1 miLlion) and 760 personne l. 

United States 
Is hyped fear of terrorism overshadow­

ing actual threat? So fa r, abso lute ly! 
(Subject to change without notice ... ) Ts the 
real ization there are fast bucks to be made 
by pandering to this fear spawning a new 
growth industry? You betcha. 

Contrary to the whining handwringers of 
the knee-je rk, overreaction crowd (i.e. 
Charlie "ba n-it-all" Schumer, Di anne 
Feinstein, the Southern (no)Poverty Law 
Center, and mainstream media) we are not 
awash in rampant domestic terrorism. In 
fact, we are acl1la lly near the bottom of 
world charts. 

Despite the facts, "knee-jerk" is suc­
ceed ing in ravaging the nation in ways that 
would make Osama bin Laden and Carlos 
green with envy. School kids who make the 
politically incorrect choice of building non­
functioning model rockets for show-and-tell 
are being expelled from school and branded 
terrorists. 

In the o ld clays, when kids broke open 
thermometers and played with the mercury, 
it was considered li fe. Today that same act 
is treated as a major environmental disaster, 
causing entire schools or ne ighborhoods to 
be evacuated and shut down for clays 
(accompanied by massive "c lean-up" 
costs). God fo rbid someone threatened to 

spill nerve agent or anthrax. Absolute bed­
lam. And the real terrorists are study ing our 
(over)reactions with great interest. 

America's actua l terrorist acts, the World 
Trade Center and Oklahoma City bombings, 
as appalling as they were, are aberrations. 
T he continuing damage occurs when self­
serving media types over-hype - and even 
invent - situations to multiply the panic, 
while politicians stumble over themselves 
to be first to propose Constitution-raping,· 
feel-good legislation. 

Mexico 
As a country where pri vate firea rms 

ownership fri ghtens the he ll out of govern­
ment, Mexico has had little in the way of 
hardcore terrorist activity. What groups 
have risen over the years have generally 
found the mselves vio lently suppressed, 
e ither by government troops, or "private" 
army/po lice/me rcenary fo rces hired by 
wealthy landowners or the federal govern­
ment. While it's debatable whether they 
real ly de erve a terrorist label, the two main 
actors currently on stage are: 

•Popular Revolutionary Army (EPR): 
Waving a green fl ag decorated with crossed 
hammer, machete and AK47 over a red star, 
the EPR hit the streets on 28 June 1996, one 
year after Guerrero State Judicia l Police 
machine-gunned 17 campesinos in Aguas 
Blancas. 

Operati ng ma inly in the states of 
Oaxaca, Guerrero, Puebla and the Federal 
Judicial Distric t, the EPR appears the most 
violent of " revolutionary" groups operating 
in Mexico. Just how much a threat they 
pose depends on who's evaluati ng . While 
confining their targets to the police and mil-

(opposite) What goes around, comes around: The National Hotel in 
Havana's Central Vedado District was bombed by anti-Castro terrorists 
in July 1997. (below) Also bombed a month later by anti-Castro terror­
ists was the famous Copacabana Hotel in Havana's Miramar District. 
(inset) Cuban Army now patrols area. 
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itary, the EPR has no qualms about staging 
thei r shootouts in areas freq uented by 
Yankee tourists - hoping that scared turis­
tas don' t sti ck around and spend govern­
me nt-supporting do llars. 

A lt11o ugh President Zedillo 's adminis­
tration publicly di smi sses the EPR as 
pathetic bandits, it takes them seriously 
enough to dispatch armored convoys into 
the countrys ide, put armed forces and 
Federa l Judicia l Po li ce (Federates) o n 
nationwide a lert ... and order a fleet of U.S.­
made NABCO bomb conta inme nt trailers. 

• Zapatista National Liberat ion Army 
(EZLN): Long on PR and short on real vio­
lence, the EZLN is actually more an e merg­
ing politica l party than terrorist organiza­
tion. Na med fo r hero of the Mexican 
Revolution, Emiliano Zapata, the EZLN is 
best known fo r its enigmatic leader, Rafael 
Sebastin Guille n Vicente, aka Subcom­
andante Marcos. With trademark ski mask 
and pipe, Marcos champions the plight of 
indigenous Indians, while bitching about 
NAFTA and Yankee, as well as C hinese, 
business influe nces o n Mex ican govern­
ment. A lthough there were several armed 
clashes w ith po lice and military, these have 
died clown. 

Unlike almost all other Latin American 
terrorist/guerrilla groups, indicatio ns are 
that neither the EPR nor EZLN has stooped 
to drug dealing. Could it be just too much 
competition from the government? 

Latin America/ 
South America 

Long a hotbed o f te rrorist/revolution­
ary/guerrilla activity, this part of the world 
has bee n indeli bly stamped with images of 

that icon o f Marxist revolu­
tion, Ernesto "Che" Guevara. 
Long-dead in the steamy jun­
gles of Bo li via, his spirit mys­
tically survives to e nthrall 
new generations of revol u­
tionaries . 

For instance, Colombia: If 
ever there were a country 
whe re governme nt leaders 
daily wake up, shake their 
heads, and mutter, " What am r 
do ing here?" it wou ld be 
Colombia. 

Playing a poor second fidd le to drug car­
tels and communist terrorists/revolutionar­
ies, the Colombian government is hard put 
to stay a fl oat. The ma in playe rs on 
Colombia's bloody stage are : 

• Colombian Revolutionary Armed 
Forces (FAR C): Arguably the largest, best­
equipped, best-trained guerrilla force in 
South America, the pro-Soviet, pro-Cuban, 
anti-American FARC is the muscle of the 
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Comm uni st Party of Colombia (PCC). 
Boasting between 5 ,000-7,000 hardcore 
members, and uncounted support cad re, 
FARC is strongly tied to Co lomb ia's drug 
cartels, drug trafficking, kidnapping, extor­
tion and murder - most recently killing 
three Americans. 

Peru 
• Sendero Luminoso (S hining Path): 

Truly junkyard dogs, these are some of 
the most unpredictable and vic ious play­
ers in worl d-terrorist circ les. With roots in 
the Peruvian government ex pansion era of 
the late 1960s, thi s offs hoot of the 
Commun ist Party of Peru (PCP) began 
actual terrorist operations in 1980, s ince 
being he ld res pons ibl e for more than 
I 0,000 deaths. 

A bizarre mix of Mao ist-Marxi st­
Leninist ideology, blended with traditional 
Quechua lndi an beliefs, the goal of Sendero 
Luminoso has been to generate an armed 
peasant revolt to overthrow the constitu­
tional Peru vian government and replace it 
with a lefti st ethnic-Indian state - by the 
turn of the centu ry. 

Rabidly "anti-imperiali st," the xenopho­
bic SL generally hates everybody. Able to 
conduct simultaneous urban and rural ter­
rorist attacks, the SL has wreaked havoc 
across Peru with kidnappings, assassina­
tion s, arson, bombings and mutilation s 
directed against nearly everybody. 

U nlike other Latin terror gro ups, SL 
doesn't ha ve a record of accepting sup­
port from Cuba, re ly in g instead on drug 
trafficking, robbery and imposit ion of 
"war taxes" on c iv ili ans. So great has 
bee n their impact that in 199 1 Peruvian 
president Albe rto Fujimori suspended 
the const ituti on, empowering the gov­
ernment with emergen cy rul e. However, 
like an in creas in g number of te rrori st 
bands , SL ha s its own inte rn et webs ite at 
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(w here e lse?) The People 's Re public of 
Berkeley (Ca li fornia). 

An equal opportunity terror organi za­
tion, some of SL's hits include: 

• August 198 1: ln a busy month in 
Lima, SL bombed the U.S. Embassy, Coca 
Cola, Bank of America, and a Carnation 
Dairy subsidi ary. 

• May 1983: Blacked-out Lima in a 
bomb attack that dropped JO power pylons, 
and in the confus ion set off 30 more bombs, 
causing $27 million in damage. 

• February 1986: Killed the Chupac vi l­
lage mayor, stole food stored in a church 
and threatened to shoot the pries t. 

• July 1986 : Bombed the Soviet 
Embassy in Lima. 

• April l 987 : Shot-up the North Korean 
Commercial Mi ssion in Lima. 

Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA): Adherents to a Che 
Guevara-sry le, Marxist-Lenini st ideology, 
MRTA entered the terrorism stage in 1983. 
In 1986, they merged wi th another Like­
minded Peruvian group, the Movement of 
the Revo lutionary Left (MIR). Un like 
Sendero Luminoso, MRTA had no problem 
taking aid from Cuba and the fo rmer 
Nicaraguan Sandini stas. 

Strongly ant i- American , MRTA has 
launched numerous attacks against every­
thing Yankee from the U.S. Embassy to 
Kentucky Fried Chicken outlets. MRTA 
ga ined international attent ion on 17 
December 1996, when 14 members of their 
Edgar Sanchez Commando unit se ized the 
Japanese Embassy in Lima, taking numer­
ous diplomati c hostages. On 22 April 
l 997, after a 126-day standoff, govern­
ment forces stormed the embassy. During 
the attack, one hostage and two so ldiers 
were kil led. Of the 14 hostage-takers, all 
were either ki lled during the raid or sum­
marily executed on the spot. Although thi s 
was a maj or setback , MRTA is still alive 
and well. 

"' ~ 
-"' 0 
.c 
5 
"' Vi 
0 
0 
.c 
"-

Cuba 
For many years , Cuba was consi dered a 

shining star of state-sponsored terrorism. 
With a pocket fu ll of Soviet arms and 
money, the Castro regime exported socialist 
revo luti on around the globe. Whed1er pro­
viding training and safe haven in Cuba or 
dropping his troops in to the hot spots of the 
world , Fidel was in the thick of it. The col­
lapse of the Soviet Un ion, coupled with a 
choking embargo, have brought all that to a 
grinding halt. 

What goes around , however, tends to 
come around. For Castrn, the burr under hi s 
saddle has been the many Cuban ex ile 
groups, mainly based in the United States. 

Losing face - and li ves - in the 1961 
Bay of Pigs fi asco, ex il es have dedicated 
themselves over the past few decades to 
ruining Castro 's clay with their own brand of 
terrori sm. The latest alleged e ffort was a 
seri es of resort hotel bombings in Havana. 
From Jul y to August 1997, fi ve hote ls and a 
restaurant were bombed; die Copacabana 
bombing killing an Itali an tomist. In March 
1999, Sa lvadoran c itizen , Ernesto Cruz 
Leon, was convicted of the bombings and 
sentenced to a firin g squad. 

Europe 
Mention European terrori sm and most 

people think of the IRA. Most non­
Europeans outside law-enforcement or mil­
itary circles are large ly ignorant o f' Europe's 
violent terrori st hi story. 

Given the current state of world affairs, 
particularly Bill C linton and "Mudd ling" 
Albright 's totall y inept foreign po li cies, we 
at SOF feel that it would behoove the world, 
and especially the United States, to reexam­
ine these groups. the ir history, ideo logy, 
alli ances and potential for reemergence. 
Although most are dormant, and many of 
the ir leaders dead or in jail , the movements 

Before and after photos of August 1986 explosion of a large pipe bomb 
planted by FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia). Three 
Colombian EOD technicians were killed in the blast. 
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aren' t dead and buried. 
• Basque Fatherland and Liberty 

(ETA) : Operating from Basque provinces 
of Spain and France, Euz.kadi w Askatasuna 
has, fo r 40 years, waged a relentless bomb­
ing campaign against Spanish government 
and Spanish interests. In response to French 
moves against it, ETA has a lso zeroed in on 
French targets. 

ETAs international terrori st connections 
are extensive. T he ir close ties to such 
groups as PIRA and the RAF (Reel Anny 
Faction) provide cross-training, weapons, 
explosives and safe houses. Although not 
qui te avowed Marxists. ETA has g leaned 
support, training and safe haven in Libya, 
Lebanon, Cuba, and actually fought for 
Nicaraguan Sancl inistas. To elate, nearly 900 
people have died in ETA attacks. 

• Provisional Irish Republican Army 
(PIRA): Formed in the 1969 split of the 
Irish Republican Anny (JRA), the Marxist­
orientecl P!RA has been responsible fo r the 
majority of vio lence in Northern Ire land and 
Great Britain. In addition, the PIRA has a 
long history of interaction and support to 
other terrorist groups, including the Reel 
Anny Faction and ETA. Tn addition to 
funcl ra ising in the United States, the PTRA 
has received much financial support, train­
ing, weapons and explosives from Libya 
and the fo rmer Soviet U nion. 

•Red Army Faction (RAF): Originally 
known as the Baacler-Meinhof Gang, the 
Marxist-Leninist RAF had its begi nnings in 
the West German student antiwar move­
ment of the 1960s. Dedicated to destroying 
NATO and "Western capita lism.'' the RAF 
began its sporadic terror campa ign in the 
early 1970s. They often collaborated with 
other terror groups such as Action Direct 
(France), the Communist Combatant Cells 
(Belgi um), Reel Brigades (Italy). and the 
Provis iona l Irish Republican Army (PIRA). 
In addition to receiving arms and support 
from Cuba and the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Pa lestine (PFLP), many of its 
members actually trained in Cuba and in 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley. 

Although the RAF suffered setbacks 
with the arrest and subsequent jai lhouse 
"suicides" o f some of its leaders (U lkike 
Meinhof in May 1976, Andreas Baacler and 
Gudrun Ensslin in October 1977), the group 
continued its destructive reign. Among its 
many auacks against U.S. targets have been: 

• May 1972: Bombing the Officer' s 
Club in Frankfurt. West Germany, with one 
person ki lied and 13 wounded. 

•June 1974: Raid on U.S. Army ammu­
nition depot in Mesau, West Germany. 
where several ca es of M-26 fragmentation 
grenades were stole n. Three mo nths later, 
Carlos the Jackal used two of them to attack 
a Paris drugstore. 

• June 1979: Detonated a large re mote-
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Generic pipe bomb - favorite of the terrorist 
because if he can say "pipe bomb" he has the 
technology to build one - gives this devas­
tating fragmentation when filled with C-4 plas­
tic explosive. 

Emblem of the FPL (Farabundo Marti Popular 
Liberation Forces), an umbrella group of the 
FMLN (Farabundo Marti Liberation Front), 
Marxist-Leninist groups active in El Salvador 
in the 1980s and 1990s. Their terrorist efforts 
used improvised explosives devices or mili­
tary stores supplied by communist mentors -
whichever they happened to have. 

controlled bomb under a bridge in Obourg, 
Belgium. narrowly missing the staff car 
containing NATO commander, U.S. Army 
General Alexander Haig. 

• August 198 1: Bombed U.S.A.F. head­
quarters in Ramstein. West Germany, injur­
ing 18 Americans and two Germans. 

• September 198 1: Fired two Soviet PG-
7 rocket-prope lled gre nades into the 
armored Mercedes or U.S. Army Europe 
com mande r, Gen. Frederick J . Kroesen, 
s lightly injuring the general and his wi fe . 

• December 1984: At 0800 hours o f 18 
December, a man in a U.S. Marine uniform 
parked an Audi 80 on the grounds of the 
NATO school in Oberamme rgau, West 
Germany. Suspicion was ra ised when he 
fa iled to salute an officer as he hurriedly 
ex ited the gate. After a series of snafus 
delayed the EOD team, the car was entered 

at 1400 hours. In the trunk were 26 kilo of 
commercial dynamite wired into detonating 
cord, detonators, batteries, a timer and sev­
eral 1 ounds of fragment-producing nuts and 
bolts. The explosives were part of 900 kilos 
of commerc ial explosives and 700 meters of 
detonating cord sto le n the previous June in 
Ecaussines, Belgium. The bomb was set to 
go off at 0920 hours, but the battery amper­
age was too low to explode the detonators. 

• August 1985: Near midnight on 7 
August, a young U.S. Army specialist left a 
Wiesbaden disco with a ji'Cllt!ein he had 
been romancing that evening. His body was 
later discovered wi th a point-blank bullet 
wound in the back of the head. Early the 

~ next morning an RAF member driving a 
"' 1976 Volkswagen Passat with counterfeit 
~ U.S. plates flashed the dead GI's mi litary 
~ l. D. card to gain admittance to the U.S. 

Rhein-Mai n Air Base. Hidden in the VW 
was a 20x20x26-centi mete r s teel box 
packed with an improvised sodium-chlorate 
explosive, surrounded by numerous 2.8-ki lo 
camping-gas cylinders and a special I 0-kilo 
gas cylinder as used by the German Federal 
Railway - plus a large quantity of special­
ized rai lroad-type nu ts and bo lts, added for 
fragmentation effect. At 0719 hours, the car, 
parked next to the headquarters of Air 
Traffic Command, erupted in an earth-shat­
tering blast of flame and Frag. One 
American serviceman and a female depen­
dent were killed, 11 were injured, and 30 
cars and . everal buildings were damaged. 

Fairly quiet for several years, the RAF, 
often deemed to be out of business, came 
out of retirement during the Gulf War with 
automatic weapons fire on the U.S. 
Embassy in Bonn, and again in 1993 with 
the bombing of a German prison. One year 
ago, the RAF a llegedly issued a press 
release claim ing that they were hanging up 
the ir hand grenades and slipping off into the 
sunset of retirement. I wouldn' t break out 
the champagne. 

Will NATO actions in Kosovo cause a 
reemergence of the RAF or other groups? If 
so, what can we expect? In 1975 NATO 
security forces went on high alert when it 
was reported that the RAF had stolen 70 
liters of French mustard agent. I t was never 
recovered. Then ass igned to the U.S. Army's 
3rd EOD detachment in Augsburg, Germany, 
I remember well our pucker factors rising as 
we broke out chemical protective gear and 
stocked up on emergency supplies of clecon­
laminanls. Further, a 1989 raid on one of its 
hideouts found evidence the group was 
attempting to culture botulism toxin. 

• Red Brigades (BR): Formed in 1970, 
the Brigate Rosse is dedicated to a commu­
nist overthrow of Ita lian government, 
destruction of " imperia lis t multinatio na l 
corporations," and the ousting of NATO. In 
1984 the BR split into two fac tions. The 
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larger, Fighting Communist Party (PCC), 
leans toward the Leninist view that only 
violent terrori st acts can bring about revolu­
tionary change. The other fac tion , the Un ion 
of Fighting Comm unists (UCC), feel s that 
revolution isn ' t possible until the proletariat 
is ready to support it. 

Leani ng heavily toward Jcidnapping and 
assassination, two of the BR's better known 
operations include: 

• March 1978: On 16 March, BR ter­
rorists killed four bodyguards and a chauf­
feur while kid nappi ng Italian Chri stian 
Democratic Party President Aldo Moro. 
Fifty-five days later Moro was murdered 
with an 11-round burst from a Czech M6 I 
Skorpion machine pistol. The gu n was part 
of an arms del ivery from Palestinian ter­
rorists. 

• December 1981: Posing as plumbers, 
two BR members rang the doorbeU of the 
Verona, Italy, apartment of U.S. Army 
Brigadier General James L. Dozier and his 
wife. Ignmi.ng all the warning signs, Dozier 
admitted them into his apaitment. He was pis­
tol-whipped, handcuffed, b]jndfolded, gagged 
and stuffed into a shipping crate. For the next 
42 days Dozier was held in a small apartment 
in Padua, Italy, until rescued in a daring pre­
cision raid by the elite Italian Nucleo 
Operativo Centrale di Sicurez;za (NOCS). 

As technology comes to terrorism, the threat 
increases for chemical, biological - even 
nuclear - terrorist action. In 1975, author 
(right) trains joint U.S. Army/German fire ser­
vices class.on CBR terrorism. 

Asia 
The world 's largest continent fairly 

abounds with unsavory ani mals of the two­
legged vai·iety. 

• Aum Shinrikyo (Supreme Truth): 
Founded in 1987, the lofty ambitions of this 
Japanese religious cult were truly stellar: 

Godfather Of International Terrorism 
Libyan strongman-dictator, Colonel Muammar al-Khada:ffi, never met 
a terrorist he didn't like. At least as long as it suited his purposes. In 

1969, then-Captain Khadaffi led a coup overthrowing King Idris I. 
Sitting on billions in oil money with an intense hatred for 

"imperialist powers," it took no time for the terrorists of the 
world to come calling. From Abu Nida! to Carlos the 

Jackal, most all found a generous benefactor willing to 
bankroll most any violent endeavor, as long as it upset 
Khadaffi 's perceived enemy 's apple cart. 

Providing funding, arms, logistical support and 
safe havens, as well as opening numerous terrorist 
training camps in the Libyan desert, Khadatfi wel­
comed one and all. His guest list looked like an 
alphabet soup of world terror groups, including the 
PlRA, ETA, RAF and JRA. They came from South 
America, Europe, Asia and Africa, murderers all. 

In April 1986, a terrorist bomb destroyed the La 
Belle Disco in West Berlin, ki Uing two American Gls, 
a Turkish female and wounding 230 others. Within 
days the finger pointed back to Khadaffi. President 

Ronald Reagan ordered up "Operation El Dorado 
Canyon," the bombing of Tripo]j , Libya. Khadaffi and 
LOO others were wounded, and his fofant daughter killed. 

In December 1988, Pan Am 103 was blown out of the 
air over Lockerbie, Scotland. Again the fingers pointed at 

Libya. In 1986, a bomb timer, identical to the one that brought 
down Pan Am 103, was recovered by the author in Togo, Africa. 

It, too, had Muammar's fingerprints all over it (see "International 
House of Ordnance," SOF, Jan '88). - R.S. 
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~ Take over Japan , then the world . Capturing 
"' g lobal attention with its ha]f-assed 1995 
:g Sarin nerve gas attack on Tokyo's subway 
~ systen1, the cult boasts as many as 40,000 

members worldwide, even in Russia. 
The 1995 incident drove news media 

into an absolute feeding frenzy. Not know­
ing Sai·in from sushi , they hyped the attack 
as the beginning of the end. In fact, consid­
ering an almost complete lack of under­
stand ing of chemical agent dispersal proper­
ties , coupled with less-than-purified agent, 
it's no surpri se that so few were actually 
killed. 

•Japanese Red Army (JRA): Breaking 
away from the Japanese Communist Party­
Red Army Faction in 197 1, Fusako 
Shigenobu proved just how deadly the 
female of the species can be when she 
formed the brutal Maoist-Marxi st-Leninist 
JRA. Operating worldwide, the IRA formed 
a tight relationship with George Habash's 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). The extremely violent and cold­
blooded hi story of the JRA includes: 

• May 1972: Under the direction of the 
infamous "Carlos," three JRA terrorists car­
ried out a machine gun and grenade attack 
on Israel ' s Loci Airport, Jcilled 26 people on 
a Holy Land pilgrimage. 

• August 1975: Seized the U.S . 
Consulate in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, tak­
ing 52 hostages. Threatening to blow up the 
building and kilJ the hostages, they demand­
ed the release of seven JRA prisoners in 
Japan. The released prisoners were flown to 
Tripoli , Libya. 

• April 1988: One year after the U.S. 
raid on Libya, JRA bombed the American 
USO club in Naples, Italy, Jci ll ing five peo­
ple, including one U.S. servicewoman. At 
the same time, in what was believed to be a 
coinciding attack on U.S. soi l, JRA member 
Yu Kikumura was arrested on the New 
Jersey Turnpike in possession of three pipe 
bombs. Sentenced to 30 years in the maxi­
mum federal prison at F lorence, Co lorado, 
Kikumura has been joined by World Trade 
Center bomber, Eyad Ismoi I, Oklahoma 
City bombers Timothy McYeigh and Terry 
Nichols, and the Unabomber. 

• Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE): The largest and most powerful 
Tarnjl group in Sri Lanka, the LTTE's stat­
ed goal is a separate Tami I state in the 
northeastern provinces. To achieve thjs 
goal, the group has carried out a long and 
bloody campa ign of bombings and assassi­
nations, to date resulting in hundreds of 
deaths. Formed in the early 1970s, the 
LTTE began its terror reign in July 1983 
with the ambush-killings of 13 soldi ers. 
This event resulted in island-wide ethnic 
rioting and paved the way to ever-increas-

Continued on page 70 
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e ill El li s, a So uth African 
mere pil ot who is fl y ing 

a Ru ss ia n Mi-1 7 
he li copter g un­
s hip fo r ECO­

MOG, the Niger-
ian peacekeep in g 

force in Sie rra Leone, 
says that he has work 
aplenty fo r the fo resee­

able future. There are so 
many "freel ance" contracts 

out there, he to ld Soldier Of 
For11me, that some of hi s co lleagues were 
buying their own helicopters and offering 
their services . 

Ellis , who fl ew Mi-24 and Mi-17 gun­
ships fo r the now-defunc t Executive 
Outcomes (EO) mercenary organi­
Z<lti on in Angola and Sierra Leone, 
has been active militarily in Africa 
for almost hi s ad ult life. 

Speaking on the phone from 
F reetown, the capita l of Sierra 
Leone, Ellis confirmed he'd been 
offered gunship pilot jobs by the 
warring factions on both sides of the 
ongoing wars in Angola and the 
Congo. And since he no longer 
regards himself a fully fledged sol­
dierof fo rtune, he decli ned them all , 
though he adm its that the money 
was good. Freebooter pi lots can 
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make as much as $2,000 an hour. 

Elsewhere In Africa 
South African mercenaries are involved 

elsewhere in Africa. A report in London 's 
Africa Confidenti al claims that a colonel 
who worked in intelligence fo r the apartheid­
era South African A1111y, had sent 3,000 "vol­
unteers" into Sierra Leone to fight for the 
Revo lu tionary United Front (RUF) rebels. 
While the numbers are inilated - 300 would 
be a more like ly figure- Ellis confirmed he 
had encountered some South African ground 
trnops while fighting for ECOMOG. He 
even exchanged fire with them. 

"I have worked with these people in 
Angola and e lsewhere and the ir assault tac­
tics were textbook South African," he main-

tained. This was late r confirmed when some 
of the ir bodies we re identified . Those . 
caught had been summarily executed by the 
Nigerians. The irony is that in Sierra Leone, 
Ango la and the Congo - wi th South 
Africans fac ing each other on both sides in 
all three confli cts - there have been 
instances where members of the same fa m­
il y were recru ited by oppos ing arm ies. 

South Africans aren ' t the onl y nationals 
who regard Africa as a killing fie ld . In Sierra 
Leone a large group of Ukrainians, Bosnians 
as we ll as some Serbs were involved, fi ght­
ing fo r the rebe ls. Again , numbers are 
sketchy. What is clear is that these East 
Europeans, hardened by bitter fighting in 
places such as Chechnya and Georgia (and 
bo lstered by South African professio nals), 
crushed the Nigerian Army with ease. 

All of these dogs o f war had entered the 
coun try under the auspices of President 
Charles Tay lor of Liberia . Herei n lies anoth­
er development, following a United S tates 

(above) Luanda was once a graceful, enchant­
ing, Portugal colonial city. The original build­
ings still stand, but the place has become a 
suppurating slum in war-torn Africa. (inset) 
Pair of dead gooks after mere helicopter gun­
ship strike. Locals stripped them of every­
thing, including their uniforms. (left) Kamajor 
hunters in Sierra Leone were often all that was 
between the rebels and survival during recent 
onslaught out of Liberia. 
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State Department warni ng that the war in 
Sierra Leone was fue led and funded by a 
variety of foreign sources, Libe ria, Burk ina 
Faso and Libya among them. Dav id 
Scheffer, Lhe State Department 's ambas­
sador-at- large for war crimes, dec lared on 
11 February that " those who work with the 
rebels are as subject to investiga tion and 
persecuti on as the rebe ls themse lves." 
Bosnia has proved that thi s is not idle talk. 

Amputations For Fun 
Scheffer hi ghlighted the particu larl y 

brutal nat.ure of this war. Hospitals, he said 
were fu ll of people - many of them chil­
dren - who had " had the ir hands, feet or 
ears chopped off in macabre displays of te r­
ror. " While conditions in Freetown are bad 
enough even in peaceti me, the city now 
hosts more people without I imbs than any­
where e lse on the g lobe. Most of the victims 
(which inc lude an inordinate number of pre­
teen girl s) had the ir arms and legs amputat­
ed with machetes fo r no other reason than 
that the rebe ls - some of them e ight or nine 
years old - had nothing better to do. 

There is mayhem e lsewhere on the con­
tinent. l n months past, Savimbi has taken 
hi s gue rrill as much farther afield than 
before. For instance, UNITA cadres, w ith 
some mercenary support, are act ive once 
agai n in Angola 's northeast Lunda Norte 
Province, the source of most of the coun­
try 's d iamonds. Almost 650 miles to the 
south west, 13 people were killed in an 
ambush after a truck detonated a UNITA 
mine near the port of Lobito. Both are hun­
dreds of mil es from the main thrust of the 
wa r. UNITA has a lso captured areas on the 
Congo border and is using truck s to fe rry in 
war material from bases that date from the 
time that the ne ighbor was called Zai re. 

Rebel troops have also been making 
their way up the At lantic coast toward Soyo, 
north of Luanda , and UNITA has la id siege 
to severa l large towns, though this scenario 
could change at any time. During 1994, the 
Soyo re finery was prevented from fa lling 
into rebel hands by the presence of South 
African mercenaries. It was the first major 
battle of the war that EO fo ught. By tak ing 
casualties, the South African soldiers of for­
tune proved they were serious. Substantial 
contract · (estimated by London 's Daily 
Telegraph to be somewhere in the region of 
$ 100 million) fo ll owed and again these pro­
fess ional killers became a factor in another 
African conflict. 

Air War 
Ultimate ly, the outcome of the war in 

Ango la is li ke ly to be d ictated from the a ir. 
And since U lTA has no air fo rce of its 
own, the odds are hardl y stacked in its 
favor. Sav imbi has other options, though. 
Thi s became apparent fo llowing the shoot­
ing down of two Un ited Nations C- 130 
supply planes on the outsk irts of Huambo. 

ow that U a id flights have been sus­
pended , millions of Ango lans li v ing in the 
interior face sta rvation. Until late las t 
year, there were about 2 milli on Ango lans 
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Remains of Mi-17 knocked out at Saurimo by UNITA raiding party. Some South African meres 
were killed in the attack. 

Part of Sierra Leone's problem is its national army, which is disorganized, insubordinate and 
almost always blown away on liquor or dope. That's why rebels had a succession of f ield days in 
recent invasion. 

Meres and Angolan soldiers crowd a returned Mi-17 bringing in wounded from bush battle with 
UNITA. 
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dependent on UN food handouts. 
A problem fo r Luanda is that Sav imbi 

has acquired a lot of Russ ian man-portab le 
SA 14/ 16 ground-to-air anti-aircraft mis­
s iles. T hi s was done with end-user certifi ­
cates ostensibl y issued by the West A fri ca n 
states of Ben in and Burkina Faso. Both 
countries (i t was claimed by Ango la in a 
protest note to the UN secretary-genera l) 
are also tra in ing Sav im bi 's army. In reta li a­
ti on, Castro sent a fa irly large body of 
Cuban so ldiers to Ango la - estimated to be 
well into four fi g ures - to he lp Luanda 's 
still-Marxist government forces. S ince thi s 
is in d irect contravention of the peace 
accord or ig in a ll y brokered by U.S . Under­
Secretary of State Chester Crocker in 1989, 
it will be instructive to see how Washington 
reacts to th is provocation. The accord ended 
d irect South African military involvement 
in the Angolan civil war and caused Cuba to 
withdraw 30,000 soldiers from Afr ica. 

Libya's Role 
Nor is it a secret that Libya (together 

with France and China) is funding Kab il a 's 
Congo efforts aga inst a powerful gro up of 
secessioni sts who now dominate much of 
that vast country. That much was admitted 
in January by an aide to President Mugabe, 
the Z imbabwe pres ident. Like much e lse, it 
too has s ince been denied, even though a 
batta li on of Z imbabwe so ldiers was 
ambushed by the rebe ls in March and 
almost I 00 of them ki lled, including some 
of their senior commanders. 

Watch for a coup by a very disgruntled 
Zi mbabwean army pissed about having to 

fight a fo reign war in which they have no 
interest but also where nobody speaks any 
English. Deja vu? Comm unicati ons, l ' m 
re liab ly told , barely ex ist except between 
thei r own people. And all of them are 2,000 
mi les from home! 

Libya's role in sub-Saharan conflict is 
pervasive. T he Sudan got itself invo lved on 
the government s ide of the Congo after 
Kabi la had hastily flo wn to Tripoli to see 
Muammar Qadaffi. Before that, Chad ian 
so ldie rs - also Musi im - were sent to fight 
fo r Kabila. The ir ro le became uncerta in after 
they had been blood ied by anti-Kabila rebels 
during their ve ry first ac tion aro und 
K isangani . Aid workers spoke of seeing the 
bod ies of about 300 Chad ian troops. 
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S ince then, Qadaffi has involved himse lf 
in both Liberia and S ierra Leone . Most of 
the arms used by the RUF in its recent 
attacks on Freetown and elsewhere came 
into the co untry from Libya, through 
Liberi a, after hav ing been tran sshipped at 
O uagadougo u, cap ital of Burkina Faso. 
Qadaffi a lso provides a lot of the cash. 
Tay lor, as always, creams a percentage off 
the top fo r himself. 

Continent At War 
C learly, A fri ca is unrave li ng. There are 

almost 50 wars being waged worldw ide and 
a lm ost half of them are on the "Dark 
Co ntine nt. " Ru ss ian mercenari es have 
flown MiGs fo r both s ides in the recent 
wars between Ethiopi a and Eritrea. 

Accordin g to a so urce at Lo ndo n 's 
In tern at iona l Institute fo r Strategic Studies, 
prospects for the future of Africa are bleak 
because "'weapons brokers and ex traneous 

fact ions - not a ll of whom are African -
have become invo lved. " 

Look at the record: Uganda, with do llops 
of U.S . financial and mi litary help, is sup­
porting mainly Christian rebel arm ies in 
southern Sudan . American military special­
ists, while hardly mercenary, have been 
acti ve fo r years bolstering the abilitY. of 
Yowerri Museveni 's regul ar arm y. Sim il arl y, 
the Sudan has accepted (at the behest of 
Osama bin Lade n, it is rumored in 
Khartoum) Afghan mujahideen to fi ght the 
Muslim/Chri sti an war in the south. These 
As ian fi ghters can be regarded as mercenar­
ies s ince they are getting paid for the ir work. 

All these factors , together, underscore 
the remarkab le difficulty in attempting to 
piece together what is rea lly tak ing place in 
so much of Africa. Angola in partic ul ar - a 
vas t and prim itive land tw ice the size of 
Texas - is a master of obfuscation and 
in variably presents half a dozen vers ions of 

(above) Russian-built Sukhoi bomber of Angolan air force 
at Saurimo; these were flown by South African mere pilots. 
(left) Nigerian air force used these British-built Hawk 
Fighters to keep rebels in Sierra Leone at bay ; it was all 
part of Nigerian-led ECOMOG force. (below) South African 
mere Karl Alberts winds up Mi-24 (Hind) gunship at 
Freetown's Lungi Airport. 
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the same story, often within hours of each 
other. Because Luanda has drawn an almost 
impenetrnble vei l of duplicity over every­
thing to do with the war (while keeping the 
media from entering the region) , it is im pos­
sible to verify many of the claims. 

There are two reasons. F irst, Ango la 
does not wish to expose the ro le of South 
African or any other mercenaries in its 
armed forces . The' official line is that there 
are no fo re ign troops or airmen in the coun­
try, though numerous reports from travelers, 
diplomats and those be ing airlifted out of 
the country - inc luding some of the 
wounded who were ferried to South African 
hosp ita ls - tell o the r sto ri es. Second , 
President dos Santos does not wish to give 
credence to veri fiab le reports that UNITA 
has SAMs, especia ll y since three Mikoyan 
MiG-23s were shot down - again in full 
view of people on the ground in the central 
high lands - in earl y January. 

There is also mention of Mi-24 
(Hind) he li copter gun ships be ing 
downed by UNITA mi ssiles. T hese 
events fo llow the crashes of the two 
C-130s; both were hit w ith in a 
minute or two of li ft ing off from 
Huambo; vapor tra il s showed the 
presence of mi ssiles. 

Downed Aircraft 

previous campaigns have shown , needs 
close air support to be able to make gains. 
The rebels have achieved a high degree of 
mobility in the bush, and experience has 
shown that such ini tiative is usua ll y on ly 
countered by a ir power. If the Angolan air 
force is un abl e (o r un willin g) to ha lt 
UNlTA strikes because of SAMs, the war 
could grind on. 

Among the first co nsequences could be 
that with so many SAMs about, Ango lan 
pilots mi ght refuse to fly. A source told 
thi s correspondent that "a lready some of 
the m are not prepared to ven tu re below 
5,000 feet , whi ch makes close air support 
imposs ible. " And while the re are South 
Africans also flying Ango la' s he licopters, 
M iG s and Pilatus PC6s, they mi ght have 
di fficu lty in cop ing with the additi onal 
workload if their Ango lan co ll eagues were 
to stop flying altogether. "It would take 
time to hire more meres and have the m do 

There are reasons fo r this turnabout. For 
one, UNITA is a keener, leaner fighting 
fo rce, well aware that if it does not succeed 
thi s time, it never wi ll. T he fact that 
Savimbi has accepted within his ranks 
South Africans who formerly swore alle­
g iance to hi s blood enemy, says a lot; some 
of them might be spies. Also, in the previ­
ous campa ig n, the rebel leader keen ly 
observed the manner in which Luanda field­
ed the versatile, all-terrain R ussian BMP-2 
infantry fighting vehicl.es and he was awed . 
It will be recalled that it was a strike force 
incorporating 27 BMP-2s under the com­
mand of EO officers that recaptured the 
Cafunfo diamond fi elds in a month-l ong 
operat ion. 

Us ing hi s own gemstone resources, 
Savimbi set about acquiring squadrons of 
BMP-2s immed iately after the Lusaka 
Accord had been signed . Eyewi tnesses to 
recent battles maintain that in spite of a lack 

of air cover, UNITA weapons are 
expertly fielded clue to tl1e help 
that the rebels are getting from 
middl e- ranking South African 
military officers hired specifical­
ly fo r this purpose. It is instruc­
tive (and common know ledge in 
some bars frequented by former 
special forces operatives in 
Pretori a) that this fo rce includes 
a number of EO commanders 
who fo ught agai nst UNITA in the 
1993/ 1994 campaign. Savimbi 
has also placed mercenary com­
manders at the head of several 
new tactical training units. 

Other aircraft hit by mi ss il es 
include an Antonov An- 12 which 
went down. ki lling everybody 
onboard, shortly after take-off from 
Luanda late last year, and another in 
February, where many people on the 
ground died after it had demojjshed 
shacks in a slum. A Russian transpo1t 
aircraft was hit while attempting to 
land at Malanje. It landed safely but 

UNITA's Arsenal Discarded Russian air-to-air missiles lie on edge of runway in 
Saurimo. Worth millions, these are valuable wasted assets. 

Among weapons that FAA 
has identified in recent cam­

paigns around Huambo, Kuito , Malanje and with casualties. That fo llowed the shooting 
down by rebels of a private aircraft over Cui to 
and a helicopter over Benguela province, 
south of Luanda. Military headquaners in the 
capital said that it had been struck by " field 
anillery fire," which most observers regard as 
rubbish and typica l of the sort of clisinfonna­
tion that comes from the top. 

Missile Threat 
The missile threat in the southern half of 

Africa is widespread. ft is worrying that some 
of these might encl up in the wrong hands, 
especially in countries where th~re is unrest, 
South Africa included. Jn the Congo, for 
instance, the Zimbabwe Air Force lost a 
Hawker Hunter as well as two of its Be.II 
205/UH l D gunshi ps to SAMs. Now there are 
confli cting reports about two Nam ibi an 
French-built Alouettes that went clown in 
mid-January, ki lling everyone onboard. 
Windhoek c laimed that they collided in fli ght. 
Then it changed its story and said that they 
had been caught in a storm. The rebels main­
tain that it was SAMs. That's the problem 
with African wars: Who does one believe? 

Certainl y in Angola, the threat of mis­
si les in UNTTA hands is being viewed as 
serious. For a start, it is Likely to affec t the 
efficacy of the Ango lan Army whi ch, as 
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the necessary co nversion s whi le UNTTA is 
subjecting such severe military press ure 
across a front almost 1,000 miles w ide and 
with a dozen major towns," the so urce 
maintained. 

Rebels vs. ONITA 
Details are just starting to emerge of a 

vast re-supply operation that has been car­
ri ed out by UNITA since l 994. Late last 
year, when FAA spearheaded a powerful 
three-pronged attack on Savimbi 's head­
quarters at Bailundo and Andu lo - both 
towns nestled in difficult mountainous ter­
rai n north of Huambo - the depth and range 
of UNTTA's retaliatory power stunned 
Luanda. The Angolan Army was repelled by 
a powerful UNTTA offensive that included 
tanks, lFYs and heavy artillery and took ter­
rible losses. The scale of these defeats might 
be judged by the fact that since then, Luanda 
has re-imposed conscription , roping in 
young men in a sweep that the New York 
Times on 20 January headlined "Press Gangs 
Keep Government Suppli ed with Recrui ts." 
It has also told its ret ired air force pi lots to 
report for duty. Meanwh ile, in an attempt to 
consolidate the home front, it withdrew sev­
eral FAA brigades from the Congo, seri ous­
ly undermining Kab il a's war effort. 

· e lsew here as having been acquired by 
UNITA, are South Afri can GS l55mm long­
range and FSU D30 med ium-range arti llery, 
106s, as well as multi-barre led ZSU23/24 
quads whic h are idea l for both anti-aircraft 
and co nventi o na l warfare deployment. 
There are also BM-21 "Grad" veh icle­
mou ntecl multiple rocket launchers in quan­
tity. Battle tanks consist mainly of TSS/56s. 
South African armor speciali sts are acti ve in 
these departments as well. 

Meanwhile, a UNITA defector, 39-year­
olcl Co lo ne l Boaventura Vito Tchingunclo, 
was presented to the media at the Angolan 
Catumbe la air base last February. He said 
that a lot o f the boxes in whi ch the hardware 
had been de li ve red (and whi ch included 
SAM mi ss iles , tanks and Jong-range 
art illery) had "B ulgaria" stamped on them. 
He also disclosed that apart from South 
Africans fighting fo r Savimbi, Ru ssian­
speak ing mercenari es were operating 
sophi sticated weapons for the rebel group. 

What is of interes t to the West is how 
Sav imbi - with only limited logistical sup­
port, considering that so many of the coun­
try 's bridges have been blown and most of 

Continued on page 73 
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KALASHNIKOV'S 

the midd le of nowhere, 
surro unded o nl y by 

large farm s, li es the small c ity o f Vyarskie 
Po/ya11y, in the Kirov region near Russ ia 's 
border with Tatarstan. Six thousand of the 
c ity's 60,000 in habitants work at the 
Vyatskie Pol yany Machine Bu ilding Plant 
(know as Mo/or .l.S.C. - the word "molot" 
stands fo r ham mer (as in the old Soviet 
hammer and sick le logo) . Mo lot is a jus tifi ­
ably f amo us fac ility in the hi story of 
Russian small arms. During World War fl 
thi s factory man ufactured two and a half 
million PPSh4 I submachine guns. At that 
time they also produced about 350 thousand 
flare s ignal pi stols. Weapons made at th is 
fac ility were ro ll -marked w ith a communi st 
five-po inted s tar in a shield . 

In l959, man ufact ure of Mikha il T. 
Ka lashnik ov's legendary RPK (R11ch11oi 
P11/emer Kalas/111ikova) sq uad automati c 
commenced at Vyatskie Polyany. Whil e 
clearl y evolved from the AKM (Avromar 
Kalashnikova Modemizirovanniy), the RPK 
fea tures a heav ier barre l, bipocl, a rear s ight 
with adjustment fo r win cl age, modified 
fo rearm and bu tt stock and a receiver fo rmed 
from I .5mm-thi ck sheet-metal instead of 
the I mm-thick material used to fab rica te the 
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AKM. Although it lack s quick-change bar­
re l capabi li ty. the RPK weighs onl y 11 
pound s and was genera ll y well-received by 
a ll those who deployed with it. It, of course, 
prov ides the same outstand ing re li ability o f 
a ll the o ther Ka lashnikov small arms series. 

In 1992 , Molot began development of 
small arms fo r sporting purposes. In 1994, 
the VEPR (a spec ies of Russ ian wild boar), 
chambered fo r the 7.62x39mm ca rtridge, 
was introd uced. Curren tl y, the VEPR is the 
only Ka lashnikov- type firearm that can be 
im ported to the U.S . from Russ ia. At pre­
sent ava il ab le in two ca libers, 7 .62x39mm 
and .308 Winches ter (7 .62x5 I mm . NATO), 
the U.S. importer, Z DF Import/Export, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 2975 South 300 West, Salt Lake 
City, Utah 84 11 5; phone: 80 1-485- 10 12; fax: 
80 1-484-4363; e-mai l: zclf@robarm .com; 
websi te : http :/www.robarm. com) is a t­
tempting to obta in BATF approva l fo r ve r­
s io ns c hambe red fo r th e 5.56x45mm 
NATO (.223) and Russ ian 5.45x39mm 
round s as well. 

T he VEPR .308 comes in two models, a 
rifle and a carbine. Soldier Ol For11111e was 
recently sent a VEPR .308 Carbine fo r test 
and eva lu ation. The VEPR .308 Carbine, 
wi th a pinned and riveted I .5mm-thick sheet-

meta l receiver, has an overa ll length of 39.75 
inches, with a weight, empty, of 8.35 pounds. 
The fo ur-groove, hammer-forged barre l has a 
ri ght-hand tw ist of one turn in 12.6 inches 
(320 mm) and meas ures 20.5 inches in 
length . The bore and chamber are chrome­
lined . The rifle's ex te rior fini sh appears to be 
satin-black baked enamel over phosphate. 

The year of manufacture and seri al num­
ber are deeply ro ll-marked on the left s ide of 
the barre l extension. The bo lt carrier, bolt 
body and gas cy linder are ro ll marked with 
the last th ree digits of the serial number. 
"VYATSKIE POLYANY" and the Molot 
logo have been inscribed on the left receiver 
wa ll . The importer 's name, the carbine 's 
mode l and caliber, and " MADE IN RUS­
S LA" appear on the right s ide of the receiver. 

Both the fo rearm and butt stock are made 
from exceptionall y a ttractive wa lnu t. The 
chec kering on the pi stol grip and forea rm 
have been executed by hand and provide an 
excellent gripping surface. T he buttstock, a 
thumbho le-type to appease the cuckoos in 
the BATF's avi ary, has a high-g loss black 
pl astic encl cap screwed to the pi sto l grip 
and an e ffective black rubber recoil pad . 
Both the butt s tock and fo rea rm are 
equipped with sling sw ive ls and a very nice 
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sporting-grade leather sling is supplied. 
A condition of BATF importati on 

approval was that the VEPR could accept 
no more than a I 0-round magazine. As a 
consequence, the magazine-well was re­
designed to accept proprietary magazines of 
5- and I 0-round capacities on ly. One of 
each i supplied with the riA e/carbine. They 
are of the staggered-co lumn , detachable 
box-type. The injection-molded black poly­
mer magazine bod ies have steel inserts and 
are every bit a. reliab le and sturdy as mod­
ern synthetic Ka lashni kov assault riAe mag­
azines. The fo llower, fo llower spring, base­
plate and magazine Aoorpl ate are also injec­
tion-molded polymer components. The sin­
gle coi l fo llower spring is qu ire long and 
very strong, a traditional feature of Russ ian­
made box-type magazines. YEPR maga­
zine have the Cyrilli c letters for " VEPR" 
and a boar·s head in a symbolic reticle pat­
tern on the right side of the magazine body. 
D isassembly is in the conventional manner. 
There is a fl apper-type magazine catch/ 
release of the sort fo und on all the 
Kalashnikov seri es . A lso fo llowing the 
Kalashnikov format, there is no hold-open 
dev ice lo keep the bolt group rearward after 
the last shot has been fired. 

The front sight assembly sleeves over 
the barrel and is held in place by a single 
cross-pin . The round, post-type front sight 
is that of ihe Kalashnikov series and has 
protective ears. It can be adjusted for eleva­
tion zero by screwing it up (to lower the 
point of impact) or clown (to rai se the point 
of impact) in it s base. It can be dri fted to the 
right or left for adjustment of w inclage zero 
by tapping its cy lindrical base pin with a 
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(opposite) Weighing 8.35 pounds, the VEPR's recoil impulse is only moderate. (above) A 4x32mm 
VOMZ PILAD Russian-made scope is available for only $99.95. Sturdy, but stodgy, it nevertheless 
provides a sharp, crisp image for the right price. (below) Although obviously a sporting rifle, the 
VEPR .308 Carbine is derived from the RPK light machine gun. 

hammer, or, better yet, with a specia l armor­
er 's tool des igned just for th at purpose. 

With only two exceptions, the YEPR's 
rear sight is that of the RPK. The sliding tan­
gent-type elevation scale on the RPK covers 
elevations from I 00 to 1,000 meters in I 00-
meter increments. The YEPR 's elevation 
scale is graduated in I 00-meter increments 
for distances of I 00, 200 and 300 meters 
on ly (a Russ ian requ irement for all sporting 
rifles). The open square-notch rear sight can 
be adjusted for windage zero on both the 
RPK and VEPR. The spring-loaded winclage 
acljustmenl knob i on the right icle and it 
must pulled out to operate. Rorate the adjust­
ment knob clockwi se to move the ·ight and 

the po int of impact to the right, and counter­
clockwise to shift the point of impact to the 
left. The RPK has a Aip-up open U-notch that 
has a white hori zontal line with a self-lum i­
nous clot in the center for firing in low light 
level environments. Thi s feature has been 
deleted from the VEPR. 

There is a side ra il riveted to the left side 
of the VEPR 's receiver. Lt is of the standard 
type used for mounting optical dev ices lo 
the Kalashnikov series . A qu ick-detachable. 
throw- lever-type scope mount together with 
26mm rings and shims to accommodate a 
25mm scope-tube-diameter is included with 
the VEPR. This mount positions the scope 
too high above the receiver and thus a prop-
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II Kalashnikov rifles and squad automatics are gas-operated, without an 
t•••l.adjustable gas regul ator and fire from the c losed-bo lt position. After ign i­

JI tion of the primer and propellant, gases are diverted into the gas cy linder 
on top of the barre l. The hard-chrome-pl ated pi ston is driven rearward 

and the bolt carrier, attached to the pi ston ex tension, goes through about 8.5 mm of free­
trave l ulllil the gas pressure drops to a safe leve l. The piston and bolt carrier are threaded 
and pinned together with a s light amount of free play which is designed to absorb the ini­
tial impact of the reco il impul se. A cam-slot mill ed into the bolt carrier engages the bolt 's 
cam lug and rotates the bolt about 35 degrees to the le ft to unlock it from its recesses in 
the barrel ex tension . Unlike many o ther des igns, the Kalashnikov provides no primary 
extraction during the bolt rotation . Thus, an exceptionall y large extractor c law is required 
in all ca li bers. The fi xed ejector is part of the left s ide rece iver guide rai I. The cocking han­
dle is permanentl y attached to the bolt carrier and reciprocates with it. 

As the bolt trave ls back it rol ls the hammer over and compresses the reco il spring. The 
bolt group ceases its rearward travel when the carri er s lams into the rear encl of the rece iv­
e r. The reco il spring then dri ves the bolt group forward, another round is stripped from the 
magazine and chambered, and the bolt then comes to rest. The bolt carri er continues 
onward for about 5.5mm after the bo lt's two locking lugs have engaged their recesses in 
the barrel extension. The VEPR 's long, multiple-strand reco il spring is wrapped around a 
two-p iece, te lescoping guide rod assembl y. The front retaining cap permits user separation 
of the spring and rod assembl y. The rear encl o f the guide rod assembly slides into a notch 
on top of the receiver's encl piece and serves to hold the stamped sheet-metal receiver top 
cover in place. 

The trigger mechani sm is based upon that o f the U.S . . 30 M 1 Garand. The hammer 
has two hooks, and there are two sears: a primary sear on an extension of the trigger and 
a spring- loaded secondary sear direc tl y to the rea r. When the hammer is cocked its le ft 
s ide hook is he ld by the 
primary sea r. When the 
tri gge r is pulled , the 
tri gger extension rotates 
forward and the primary 
sear disengages , leav ing 
the hammer free to 
rotate fo rward. Jn semi­
autom atic fire, when the 
bolt roll s the hammer 
back, it is caught at the 
rear by the secondary 
sear. When the trigger is 
re leased, the tri gger 
extension and primary 
sear move back to catch 
the hammer as it is 
re leased by the sec ­
ondary sea r. In fu ll -
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The VEPR .308 Carbine, fieldstripped - its Kalashnikov 
derivation is clear. 

auto , a mode which the VEPR is 1101 capab le of firin g, a boss (mi ss ing on the YEPR) on 
the selec tor-lever ax is pin forces the secondary sear back so that it plays no role in con­
trolling the hammer. The tri gger mechani sm 's mainspring is of the multiple-s trand type, 
whi ch lasts longer and offers better performance under adverse conditions. Trigger pull 
weight on SO F's test spec imen was onl y 3.5 pounds, but exhibited the horrendous creep 
associated with al l Kalashnikovs. 

The auto-safety-sear which protrudes through a s lot in the right receiver ra il of all 
Ru ss ian-made, se lec tive- fire Kal ashnikovs is not preselll on the YEPR. In fu ll -auto, the 
auto-sa fety-sear holds the hammer back and it must be tripped by the bolt carri er to free 
the hammer to fire another round. The fi ve-component an ti -bounce dev ice added to the 
trigger mechani sm whe n pinned and ri veted , sheet-metal receivers repl aced the milled, 
forged rece ivers of the A K4 7 se ri es, has a lso been de le ted fro m the VEPR. lts primary 
funct ion is to prevent firin g out of battery during burst fire sequences. 

The selec tor lever, a stamped sheet-metal bar on the right side of the receiver is manip­
ulated by the thumb and remains, in my opini on, one of the Kalashnikov's few defects. lt is 
noisy, stiff and difficult to operate (especia lly so on the VEPR). The top positi on is safe and 
marked S. Jn thi s position, the trigger is blocked, but the bolt can be re tracted just enough 
to see if the chamber has a loaded round. The lower position , marked F, is for semiauto­
matic fire . - P.G.K. 
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er and repeatable cheek weld is not poss i­
ble . A 4x32mm YOMZ PILAD Russian­
made scope with a 25mm tube is ava il able 
for onl y $99.95 . The scope is equipped with 
lens caps and both a rubber ocul ar eyepiece 
and objective sun shade. The eyepi ece pro­
vides the correct eye re li ef of 2.7 inches. 
Fie ld of view is s ix degrees. Whil e not 

VEPR 's buttstock, a thumbhole-type to 
appease the cuckoos in the BATF's aviary, has 
a high-gloss black plastic end cap screwed to 
the pistol grip and an effective black rubber 
recoil pad. 

exactly the cutting edge of modern opt ical 
technology, the sturdy, but stodgy, 4 x32mm 
VOMZ PILAD neve rthe less provides a 
sharp , crisp image for the right price. 

This scope has an unusua l rangefi ncling 
retic le patte rn that has been adapted from 
the optica l s ights of the RPG7Y rocket 
launcher and Dragunov sniper rifle. lt con­
sists of a se ri es of steps above a solid base 
line. Every other step is marked in two-hun­
dred-meter interval s, from "2" (the th ird 
step from the top) to " l O" (the step closest 
to the base line). On this particul ar scope's 
retic le there is also a step marked " l " for 
I 00 meters, with an additi onal unmarked 
step between " I" and "2" fo r 150 meters. 
Just a li gn the target with its bottom on the 
base line. The sys tem is based upon a 
humanoid target 5 feet 7 inches ( J .7 mete rs) 
in he ight. The step that matches the top of a 
target of this approximate he ight indicates 
its distance to you in meters. There is also a 
graduated sca le, covering plus/minus 10 
mil s in J-mil increments, for wincl age 
adjustment above the elevation reticle pat­
te rn. Use the inverted " V" in the center of 
the windage sca le as your aiming poin t. 
Both the [srae li s and Swarovski of AustTia 
have copied thi s rangefinder ret icle pattern. 

The adjustment increme nts on the 
4x32mm YOMZ PILAD scope's elevation 
and w inclage knobs cover l. 2-minute inter­
vals. The inte rval between the numbers is 
3.6 minutes. After the scope/rifl e/ammuni­
tion in terface has been zeroed at J 00 
meters, the caps on top of the knobs should 
be lifted by unscrewing the ir re tainin g 
screws and the sca le drums removed and re­
insta lled with the zero mark set to the index 
line at the bottom of the knob assembl y. 
Then the rifle should be zeroed at greater 
di stances and the settings required fo r a spe­
c ific di stance marked on a range card 
attached to the rifle's buttstock. Use the 
rangefincle r re ti c le to determine the distance 
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VEPR .308 Carbine comes equipped with a 
leather sling, scope mount with rings, clean­
ing kit, oil bottle and one each of the 5- and 10-
round magazines. 

to the target and then just dial in the 
required "come up" on the e levation knob. 

A black plastic o il bottle and AK butt­
stock-type cleaning kit are also supplied 
with the VEPR rifle/carbine. The c lean ing 
kit contains a nylon bore brush, s lotted 
cleaning rod tip, a small punch, a combina­
tion tool with a screwdriver on one end and 
a front sight adjustment ti p on the othe r e nd. 
The tubular sheet-metal container fo r these 
components contains seve ral slots used to 
disassemble the weapon. 

Disassembly of the VEPR is quite easy 
and follows the usual AK sequence. Remove 
the magazine and clear the weapon after 
placing the selector lever in the F (fire) posi­
tion. Push in on the rear encl of the guide rod, 
which protrudes from a square hole in the 
rear of the top cover, and lift off the top 
cover. Push the guide rod forward and off its 
retaining slot at the end of the receiver. Lift 
it up slightly and withdraw the guide rod and 
fo llower from the back end of the bolt carri­
er. Pul l the bolt carrier al l the way to the rear 
and withdraw it from the receive r. Rotate the 
bolt clockwise until it can be separated from 
the bolt carrier/piston assembly. The gas 
cylinder can be removed by inserting the encl 
of the gas cylinder 's retaining lever into the 
narrowest slot on the cleaning kit's lllbular 

Continued on page 69 
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(left) With all of the reliability 
and durability expected from any 
Kalashnikov-derived firearm, the 
VEPR .308 is an attractive and 
reasonably priced package for 
both hunters and survivalists. 

(below) Russian-made VEPR .308 
Carbine fired consistent 1.25 MOA 
groups with Black Hills match­
grade ammunition. 

VEPR .308 CARBINE 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber: 7.62x5 I mm NATO (.308 Winchester) - also available in 7.62x39mm. 

Operation: Gas-operated; no regulator; rotary bolt; semiautomatic-only. 

Weight, empty: 8.35 pounds. 

Length, overall: 39.75 inches. 

Barrel: Hammer-forged; four-grooves with a right-hand twist of one turn in 12.6 inches (320 
mm); bore and chamber ar·e chrome-lined. 

Barrel length: 20.5 inches. 

Feed mechanism: Five- or I 0-round, staggered-column, detachable, black polymer, steel-reinforced magazines. 

Furniture: Checkered walnut forearm and buttstock; thumbhole buttstock has a black rubber 
recoil pad. 

Finish: Black baked enamel over phosphate. 

Iron sights: Open square-notch rear sight with sliding, tangent-type elevation scale in I 00-meter 
increments from I 00 to 300 meters, adjustable for· windage; round, post-type front sight 
with protective ears, adjustable for both elevation and windage zero. 

Optical sight: 4x32mm VOMZ PILAD Russian-made scope, equipped with lens caps and both a rubber 
ocular eyepiece and objective sun shade, eye relief of 2.7 inches, field of view is 
6 degrees, rangefinding reticle pattern from Dragunov sniper l"ifle. 

Manufacturer: Malet Machine Building Plant JSC, Dept. SOF, 26 Sotsialsticheskaya Street, Kovrov 
60 1909, Vladimir Region, Russia. 

Importer: ZDF Import/Export, Inc., Dept. SOF, 2975 South 300 West, Salt Lake City, Utah 841 15; 
phone: 801 -485- 101 2; fax: 801-484-4363; e-mail: zdf@robarm.com; website: 
http:/www.robarm.com 

Suggested retail price: $699.95, complete with a leather sling, scope mount with rings, cleaning kit, oil bottle 
and one each of the 5- and I 0-round magazines. 

T&E summary: All of the reliability and durability associated with the Kalashnikov series with excellent 
1.25 MOA accuracy. 
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Having first emerged nearly 40 years ago, the AR- IS continues 
to evolve into a state-of-the-art weapons system. The latest of 
these, and one of the most impress ive, is the new .223 ca liber 

LR 300 carbine from Z-M Weapons High Performance Systems 
(Dept. SOF, 203 South High Street, Bernardston, MA 01 337; phone: 
4 13-648-950 I). 

Since conventi ona l AR- I Ss use a recoil spring housed in side the 
buttstock, equipping them with a foldin g stock is impossible. Beca use 
of the limitati ons of the reco il spring tube, even the standard 
retrac table stock found on many AR-15 carbines on ly co llapses a few 
inches from full length. The LR 300 overcomes these limitations. 

Based on the prove n AR- 15 system of direc t gas operation , the 
LR 300 uses a lower rece ive r identi cal to the AR- 15. whil e the 
upper receiver incorporates s ignif­
icant differences. fn o rde r to a ll ow 
a true foldin g stock, the bolt carri­
e r is modified by shorten ing it to 
almost half its normal length , g iv­
ing it c learance to trave l rearward 
before being stopped by the fi xed 
buffe r at the front of the folding 
stock in the back of the upper 
receive r. 

Since the LR 300 has no room 
fo r a reco il spring group behind Lhe 
bo lt carrie r, thi s sys tem is housed 
in front of it, pulling the bolt group 
fo rward instead of pushing it as in 
the AR- I 5. ln re taining a direct gas 
system of operat ion, the LR 300 's 
bo lt ca rri e r key has been grea tl y 
ex tended and the gas tube has been 
shortened. ln assembly, the key 
overl aps the gas tube, reaching 
almos t to the gas block/s ight base. 
S urrounding the key tube is a hi gh 
remperarure reco il spring held cap­
tive by a crescent lock that fits into 
a g roove in the front of the key. 
Bearing against a recess in front of 
the spec ial barre l nut, the reco il 
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spring exerts constant forward pressure on the bolt group. 
Thi s assemb ly allows the use of a true fo lding stoc k. Z-M 

Weapons redes igned the stock to not only fo ld , but a lso re trac t and 
extend to five positions. Especia ll y important to law enforcement 
tac tica l teams, the abi lity to instanrl y shorten or leng then a butrs rock 
allows the weapon to be adjusted to the s ize of individual officers, 
and adapt to the use of thick body armor or heavy clothing. lf space 
is a premium , the stock can be in stantly folded out of rhe way. Like 
the LR 300 's upper and lower rece ivers, its fo lding stock is made of 
airc raft quality 606 1{r6 alloy fini shed to MilSpec. 

The LR 300 's hanclgua rcl is al so like nothing e lse you've seen. 
Macie of extreme ly tough synthe tic , the handgua rd mounts to a col­
lar in front of the barre l nut and another behind the front s ight base. 
Thi s hanclguarcl is not quick de tachable, but is open on top to access 
the recoil spring group for fi e ld StTipping. Covering the reco il spring 
group is a narrow removabl e ve ntil ated stee l uppe r handguarcl. 

While the first vers ion of the LR 300 used a fi xed front s ight , the 
new model has a fo lding s ight with a Tri-M ount Weaver base under­
neath. This mo unt accommodates a number of accessori es such as 
the SureFire Tac tica l Light from Laser Products (Dept. SOF, 18300 
Mt. Baldy C irc le, Fountain Valley, CA 92708; phone: 714-545-
9444). Integral w ith the front s ight base is a spec ial ly designed 
inte rnal gas di vers ion/ re tention sys tem that provides positive func­
tion with a vari e ty o f .223 ca li ber ammunition. On the bottom of the 
handguarcl are fiv e mounting holes for a vert ical foregrip. 

Des igned wi thout a carryi ng hand le, the LR 300 's upper receiver is 
of the flattop variety with an integral M LL-STD- 191 3 rai I 0.40 inches 
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.223 ammunition and an A impoint Comp ML red dot sight (Dept. SOF. 
420 W. Main St.. Geneseo. J L 6 1254; phone: 309-944-563 1 ). In fi r­
ing this carbi ne ex tensively. I encountered no failures what oever. 
The 11.5-inch barrel comes with a 4-prong flash suppressor. 

Offered as a complete weapon. or in kit form. the LR 300 can be 
had semi-automat ic only with the 16.25-inch barrel. or in a selecti ve 
fi re version for law enforcement and mi l itary use w ith either barrel 
length . Semi automatic kits wi ll install on pre-ban AR- 15 : ty le lower 
receiver groups in minutes . The LR 300 is also ava ilab le in other 
ca li bers such as 7.62x39mm, but onl y Cor quantity orders. 

Well-designed and of extremely high quality, the L R 300 is not f'or 
everyone. But for the profess ional, this mission-specific .223 carbine 
offers feawres found on no other. - Gc11y Paul Johns1011 

Caliber: .223 Remington (others available). 
After removing its top cover, the LR 300's recoil spring and bolt 
groups fieldstrip without tools as shown. Type Of Fire: Semi-automatic or selective fi re (mi li tary/law 

enforcement ONLY). 

higher than normal. Thi s additional height is better su ited for mounting 
optics. and also houses an adjustable peep aperture rear sight. Both 
front and rear sights have Triji con night inserts. The receiver ra il is 
compati ble w ith scopes, night vision dev ices and electron ic sights. 

Rate Of Fire: 950 rpm (full-automatic version only). 

System Of Operation: Direct gas. 

Barrel: 11 .5 inches (LE only) or 16.25 inches, chrome-lined. 
I in 9 twist 

Because of its horter bo lt carrier, the LR 300 uses a forward 
assist mounted immediately behind the ej ection port. H av ing a fla t 
surface on the front of its housing allows it to also serve as a case 
deflector. 

Overall Length: (stock extended) 31" ( 11-1/2" bbl.); 
(stock folded) 21.5" ( 11 -1/2" bbl.). 

Weight: 7 pounds ( 11- 1/2" bbl.); 16-1/4" bbl., 7.2 pounds. 

Feed Device: All standard AR-15 magazines. 
Des igned and produced by ZM-Weapons is a spec ial syntheti c 

pistol gri p. Unique in its shape, thi s gri p al so di ffers in its angle and 
dupli ca tes that of the 19 11 pi stol. A modi f ied ve rsion of this or an 
AR- 15 pi stol gri p is also used as the foregrip. 

Sights: (fronr)Protected post with Trij icon inse1·t 
adjustable for elevation; 
(rear)Peep apem re with Trijicon insert 
adjustable fo1· W/E. 

Of' the highest quality, ZM -Weapons' barrels assure optimum accu­
racy. Available in 16.25 inches for pri vate citi zens, and 11.5 inches ror 
mi litary or law enforcemem, the ·e barrels are capable of minute or 
angle accuracy. In testing an LR 300 with the 11 .5 -inch barrel. l had 
no trouble achiev ing I 00 yard groups of 1.5 inches using march grade 

Safety: Thumb safety selector. 

Finish: MilSpec. 

Price: $1,995.00 (sugg. ret}. 

Coleman 's Advanced Products Group has 
developed the one-hand-portable generator 
(12/24V DC, 120V AC) you always wanted 
because you knew you would use it - just in 
time to tell your significant other it's for her 
safety during Y2K! 
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__ owatt 
The philosopher observed " the first of things is water." True in ancient Greece. but 

in the electric age he might have declared " the first of things is electr icity. as it will 
bring you water, then boil it or freeze it and give you light and labor in the bargain." 

Norm alcy in modern life is predica ted on reliable electri c power. L iving off the 
power gri d. you probably have alternate energy on line as a generator powered by 
wind, waler or engine. 

What if you' re 011 the grid , and 1he grid goes 0Jrli11e? Lots of time l iv ing or 
work ing off the grid taught us tJ1at prov idi ng your own power is easy with a good 
generator - 1f you ha ve a good ge11erator. 

Whatever the scenari o for Y2K. you may need an adequate generator to keep you 
going. And you want somethi ng you wi ll be glad you bought. even i f it turns out you 
don' t need it nex t I January. 

At mini mum you need enough power to keep a freezer frozen , run electric l ight 
and a furnace blower. power app liances from washi ng machines to power tools -
and sophisti ca ted enough to deli ver prec ise ly I 20V at 60 cycles to run modern elec­
tronics such as T Vs and computers . For emergency use. of course, running such 
items one-at-a-time LI. uall y suffices. 

A glad- I-bought- it item you will later use again and again when off the power 
grid on various junkets. must be small enough to have with you but. strong enough 
to operate one-man power too ls. and j um p-start large engines. 
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How does 1,100 watts in a 23-pouncl unit sound? Which will 
also jump-start a I 2V engine@ 90 amps and a 24 V engi ne @ 45 
amps? That burns less than a quart an hour at 50% load 7 

You're right : what it sounds like is a break th rough. and it is. 
Coleman, the fo lks who have kept my camp lit and cook ing for 

the past 50 years (they 've been in business for much longer), and 
have in the past few years come lo the fore or port able generators. 
have one-upped the industry with their new U li imite. clevelopecl at 
their Aclvancccl Products Group here in Boulder. not far from the 
SOF Editorial Offices . 

Compared to the Honda and Ya111 aha " light weight portable" gen­
erators of similar ilk , Co leman 's Ultimi te de livers 111uch more than 
twice the AC watt s per pound or either co111petitor- and more th an 
eight times the DC amps per pound. Cost effecti ve? Less than half 
the cost per AC wan output , and less than a si.rth the cost per amp 
or the nearest co111pet ing 12V battery boost. 

Co le111an modestly Slates the heart or their breakthrough systelll is 
the dauntless Jillie two-horse, two-stroke Robin eng ine. The Robin 
(made by Subaru) is a tough little nut, of course, and is good for 1,000-
2.000 hours between rebui lds depending on the use and abuse it 
receives. But the real breakthrough that produces so much electrical 
power in such a small package is the leading-edge permanent magnet 
generator des igned by Harold Scott, Coleman 's generator wonk. 

Its incred ible fuel effi ciency is clue largely to the loacl-clcmancl 
governor engineered so electri cal response to demand is immediate. 
even before the engine responds: In other words, the engine surges 
to accommodate total power demand, but the vo ltage and cyc les of 
the power clel iverecl remain constant - thus the unit is suitab le for 
rather sensiti ve electron ic devices such as computers. instruments. 
TVs and the l ike. (Take note, those who tote too ls, toys and high­
tech contraptions far from the power grid.) Suitable for nea rl y any 
hancl-helcl electrical tool, an Ultimite should be in every e111ergency­
response vehicle or craft. 

Th is contingency-p lanner 's dream too l comes with 8-foot 
jumper cables. standard grounded J 20V receptac les and Co leman 's 
guarantee or complete sa ti sfaction. (Oh, and yes, the microproces-

Ultimite surrounded by tools used for 
SOF's test: cutoff saw, miter saw, 
power handsaw, 12V and 110V chain­
saws, 4-and 8-inch grinders, 1/2-inch 
drill and 12/110V TV - plus myriad 
household appliances not shown. 
Ultimite grunted to start tools such as 
cutoff saw that were rated well above 
its output, but powered them in the cut 
as long as we did not hog workpiece. 
(right) Solidly built - plastic only 
where appropriate - Ultimite's 1, 100 
watts @ 23 pounds is the leading edge. 
Small enough to have with you (about 
1 cubic foot) , big enough to do the job. 
As good as it gets in this genre. 

sor in the Ultimite is sqf'e .fi'0111 the Y2K bug!) Now 's the time: 
Highly recommended. 

Distri buted di rectly by : Advanced Products Group, Co leman, 
Dept. SOF, 2983 Sterling Court , Boulder CO 8030 I ; phone: 303-
444-09 12; fax : 303-444- 11 35; on the web: www. ul timi te.com ; 
e-mai I: in fo@advancedprocluctsgroup.com. - Don McLean 

Michaels' Practical Tactical Bag 
A tough, easy-to-carry Tactica l Equipment Bag with more 

than 3 cubic feet of space has been introduced by Michae ls 
of Oregon, known to SOF readers for their Uncle Mike's 

Sidekick Professiona l duty gear. We have been using duty holsters 
and other gear l'rom M ichae ls since before many of SOF' s readers 
were born , and whether it was for duty. muzzle- load ing 
or hunting it was always gear you could rely on: well ­
conceived, we ll-made from quality materi als. 
and well worth the pri ce. 

With this confidence in the quali ty of 
their product line. we were pleased to see 
Michaels introduce a l ine of tough cargo 
bags em inentl y suitable for the ri gors of 
stowing and carrying duty and outdoor gear. 

For these tasks a bag must be: big 
enough to be worth while, shaped for effi ­
cient use and carry, have zippers that 
absolutely will not let you clown, be made from 
materi al strong enough to res ist abrasion or cuts. 
and organized for easy access to each of the mu ltillldi­
nous toys you will stow therein without disturbing the res t. 

The mi nutiae of quali ty des ign and manu facture, which 
make such a bag serviceable Jong after it s competitors have been 
retired as a bag for shop rags, are ev ident on Uncle Mike's Tactica l 
Equipment Bag. The bag is made from durable. water-repellent 
600-clenier fabr ic, w ith a water-res istant inner coating, and carries 
the standard Michaels guarantee. 

The main compartment is large enough for anything you'd care 
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to li ft - 26x 14x 10 inches - and its industr ial-grade nylon zipper 
is protected and backed-up by a heavy duty, snap-clown storm fl ap 
that takes side-stra in off the zipper. These snaps are set into nylon­
wcb reinforcement panels so they in turn will not stress the fabr ic. 

Capac ious ex tern al pockets on three sides leave the back panel 
flat to be carr ied at your side, without an ex teri or pocket disturbing 

your ga it. The front pocket is 22x I 3x3 inches and the end pock­
ets are 9x 11 x3 inches each. and all three feature 

the same indust rial-grade zippers. 
The bag can be carried either by its tough 

wrap-around nylon web handles, or by an 
adjustable strap with movable shoulder pad, 

which is attached by steel rings to the 
bag. The Tactica l Equipment Bag is more 
than ample to hold a team member 's 
helmet. boots, vest , fatigues and other 
associated tac gear. The bag easily holds 
a full set of equipment needed at the 
range, or tentage, hammocks, cloth ing, 
ammo and other gear for a hunting trip. 

The difference between imped imen­
ti a and the useful gear required for your 

nex t assignment lies in being able to efficiently 
stow, carry and access it. Uncle Mike 's Tact ical 

Equ ipment Bag is gear for your gear that 's good to go. 
Contact Michaels of Oregon, Dept. SOF, 17 11 0 Reel Soils Court, 

Oregon City, OR 97045; phone: 503-655-7964; fax: 503-655-7548: web­
site: www.sidekick-pro.com; e-mail: in fo@ michaels-oregon.com. ~ 

SOLDI ER OF FORTUNE ~ JULY 1999 



For Further Info and 
Booth Reservations Call SOF: 

(303) 449-3750 



SOF Treks Tue Hard Road To Saddam 

AKM 101: At girls school in Baghdad, SOF watched training of respondents to Saddam's call for 
3 million Iraqis to resist imminent U.S. invasion. "These women are ready to fight the Americans 
to the death," SOFwas told. 
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Text fr Photos by 
Mark N. Milsf ein 

Baghdad, Iraq-Although the highway 
to Baghdad begins just up the street from 
the ritzy lnter-Continental hotel in Amman, 
Jordan, the real road to Saddam Hussein's 
evil empire begins in the first chapter of 
author William Manchester 's book on the 
Middle Ages, A World Lit Only By Fire. 

There, Manchester describes how, when 
cartographers of the age came to the "end of 
the world as they knew it, they wrote: 

' Beware: Dragons Lurk Beyond Here." 
Nothing could be closer to the truth for any­
one who has ever made the mind-numbing, 
bribe-demanding, petty-bureaucrat-infested 
nine-hour drive between the Jordanian cap­
ital and Baghdad's Al Rasheed hotel. 

It 's there, at the Al Rasheed, that those 
admitted into Saddam's Iraq first come 
face-to-face with a level of evil-inspired 
paranoia not seen on this earth anywhere 
outside of, perhaps, North Korea. 

For the Al Rasheed isn ' t just your aver­
age, everyday, run-of-the-mill hotel. And, 
Iraq, as everyone well knows, isn't your 
every-day, run-of-the-mill rogue state. 

Everyone in Saddam's Iraq is suspect. 
That goes doubly so for nosey American 
reporters, who are assumed to be nothing 
less than Mossad agents with journalism 
degrees, by the Ministry of Information's 
minders, and by the Al Rasheed's friendly 
but intrusive staff of Iraqi secret police. 

Bomb-Damage Assessment 
Baghdad, contrary to the wildest wet­

dream fantasies of most Americans, is not 
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some bomb-cratered lunar landscape. Quite the opposite . In the 
seven days that SOF spent in l raq this spring, we could only count 
eight or nine bui ldings that bore any signs of bomb damage. 

At fi rst we thought that we hadn ' t gone to the right part o f town. 
The city was vibrant, shops were fi lled with food and goods and 
Iraqis went about the ir everyday lives li ke anyone e lse liv ing in a 
Middle East dictatorship. 

What was wrong wi th this picture? 
Three schools of thought immed iate ly deve loped: F irst, the U.S. 

effort has been neg lig ible. Iraq, af ter a ll , is a b ig country - 169,235 
square miles - and we never actually carpet-bombed Baghdad. 
Second, the bombing has been incred ibly precise - so precise that 
the Pentagon has been able to target s ing le structures and/or bar­
racks for destruction from hundreds of miles away and thus not cre­
ate huge swaths of rubble . Thi rd, the Iraqis are unbe lievably 
resil ient and after every strike work like army ants to reconstruct 
what has been hit and thus prevent anyone from gaug ing how much 
damage has been incurred. Actua lly, what we realized a fter much 
discussion, is that a true sitrep is a combi nation of all three. 

" During the Gulf War the A llies never intended to turn Baghdad 
into Dresden," a senior Turkish d iplomat based in Baghdad told 
SOF. " All of their bombing was done in an effort to blind and c rip­
ple the Iraqi army. That doesn ' t mean bombing food markets, 
hotels, office blocks or housing estates. That means targeting all 
th ings re lated to e ither protecting Saddam and his regime, bio logi­
cal or nuclear programs or projecting mil itary force outside Iraqi 
borders. The same has been true all throughout the decade and even 
during the most recent bombing." 

"Therefore," the Turkish d iplomat continued , "Baghdad looks 
incredibly good cons idering all of the CNN footage. W hat doesn ' t 
look so good are the old M inistry of Defense headquarters, the 
Ba' ath Party headquarters and selected barracks and bunkers at 
Republ ican Guard bases. Also, you must remember, a lot o f e ffort 
was made by the Pentagon to destroy Saddam 's SCUD and SAM 
missiles. That took a lot of aircraft and smart bombs." 

So, How's Saddam Doing, Anyway? 
And what about any movements to snuff o ut Saddam and hi s 

(above) While women trained at the girls school, Muhammed al-Quixote 
and Pancho train at near-by soccer field. Power pylon in background 
does not mount windmill. (right) Some 300 or so militiamen between 18 
and 45 showed up to receive small arms training, but with only one rifle 
for each 40 or so trainees they spent much time learning to march. 
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regime , we asked? 
'Tm not going to get into details with you," the Turkish diplo­

mat poli te ly to ld SOF, "but as you know efforts to destabilize the 
Iraqi government have to date been fa il ures. That's not to say that 
someone one day won ' t be successfu l, but up unti I now attempts by 
outs ide forces to get anyone within the regime to mount a coup have 
not worked." 

Another diplomat, a Swede attached to the Uni ted Nations ip 
Baghdad, fi lled in the b lanks for us w ith a serious backgrounder at 
the former headquarters of UNSCOM, the suspended UN weapons 
inspection mission. 

"Early last year Saddam d ivided the country into four mi litary 
regions," the Swedish dip lomat explained to SOF. "It was done, as 
we now know, to create the opportuni ty fo r a safe haven for him and 
his regime if there was a coup. T he log ic went like this: If there was 
a plan to overthrow him, and one or more Iraqi arm ies supported the 
mutineers, then Saddam would have a safe place to fi ght back from. 

"That was something he had not even done during the Gu lf 
War," the Swede continued . " I heard that the Americans had brought 

Training with a shared rifle, 
women learned disassembly 
and (right) marching, inter­
spersed with some cheer 
leading: "Death to President 
Clinton," one woman yelled. 
"Death to America." SOFwas 
told these women were the 
vanguard against any U.S. 
attack against Iraq. "They 
can, and will, fight to protect 
their homes." One woman 
said she couldn't wait to kill 
her first American soldier -
we hope she doesn't have to 
go to Kosovo to do it. 
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Such trainees are about as credible a 
response, as was credible the threat of an 
imminent invasion - but, like saving gum 
wrappers to build B-29s, it keeps the folks 
involved in the war effort. (right) Iraqi army 
anti-aircraft gun positions, clearly visible from 
highway, were placed atop 60-foot-tall mounds 
of dirt, as were nearby radar or command and 
control trucks. (below) Maximum leader, as 
shown in omnipresent representations of 
varying extravagance, is always there to save 
the people from the threat of a U.S. invasion. 

a lot of A- I Os into the region last December 
just prior to Desert Fox because they had 
word that some o fficers with the Iraqi Third 
Army Corps in Basra were prepared to 
move on Saddam. T he A- lOs were going to 
then act as air cover and support for the 
tanks as they went to Baghdad. It never 
worked because, as we later heard, Saddam 
found out about the coup attempt and had 
the officers executed." 

While all the talk of toppling Saddam 
seems to focus on groups of army officers or 
Iraqi ex-patriots on CIA stipend, one of the 
most overlooked possibili ties is actually 
home-grown and entirely grassroots - the 
Shi' ile Muslim community. 

The Shi'ite Factor 
Shi ' ite M uslims comprise about 65% of 

Iraq's 22 million people. The rul ing elite of 
Iraq, however, is almost entirely made up of 
the minority Sunni Muslims. Shi 'ites are 
a lso the majority in neighboring Iran, which 
fought an eight-year war with Iraq. 

T he mere mentioning of possible Shia 
unrest makes the Iraqi regime quake. Shi ' ite 
c lerics who have voiced thei r concern over 
the present situation in Iraq have been dealt 
with accord ing ly. In February, just prior to 
SOF's arrival in Iraq, the supreme re ligious 
leader of Iraq 's Shi ' ite Mus lim communi ty 
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was killed in a drive-by shooting after giving a fiery sermon in the 
city of Najaf. 

A number of Iraqis told SOF that the ki lling of Grand Ayatollah 
Mohammed Sadiq al-Saeler triggered violent civi l unrest in a low­
in ome Shi ' ite suburb of Baghdad and in other cities. but our min­
der and others attached to the government strongly denied there 
were any disturbances. 

" You can see for yourself." Kareem, our minder, told us as our 
white Chevy Caprice sped down rhe road towards Karbala, another 
Iraqi city reported to have been recently rocked by Shi ' i te unrest, 
"everything is peaceful. There are no problems." 

o problems, maybe, but along the way we passed three Iraqi 
SAM banerie in empty fields ju t off the main road and adjacent to 
residential areas teaming with civ ilians. A ll three batteries were 
identical, and contained a command and control truck, three launch 
carriages with four missiles and what appeared to be a wide-array 
radar truck. We also passed through a number of checkpoints 

For a tile representation of President Bush, however, one must go to an 
international hotel. President Clinton is yet to appear in tile or stone, 
thus far only in chant and song. (right) Saddam has enough palaces to 
exhaust the present supply of cruise missiles. 

manned by well-equipped Republican Guard troops who weren't in 
the neighborhood to check for drunken drivers or to make sure 
everyone had their safety belt fastened. 

I raqi army anti-aircraft gun positions were clearly visible from 
the highway in at least three locations during our trip. Each of the 
guns were placed on 60- foot-ta ll mounds of dirt, as were nearby 
radar or command and control trucks. 

Karba la was quiet when we finally arrived an hour later. 
Services were j ust beginning at the A bbas M o que, and dozens of 
not-so-undercover Iraqi policemen mingled freely in the growing 
crowd of Shia that had come to pray. Si x well -armed I raq i sol­
diers also made their way into the courtyard of the blue-ti led 
mosque, tak ing up positions near the entrance gates and in the 
center courtyard. 

Things were getting tense, and Kareem suggested we speak with 
the chief cleric of the mosque, an Iraqi stooge with only good things 
to say about the situation and the regime. We were nor perm itted to 
photograph any of the three funerals which were in progre s in the 
mosque during our stay. 

Wi thout the abili ty to speak Arabic we were at the mercy of 
Kareem and whatever ta lking head he could dredge up for us to 
speak with. It didn' t take long to realize it would be impossible to 
ask anyone attending the service whether or not they witnessed last 
month 's riots or knew of anyone who had been ki lled by 1raqi secu­
rity forces. 

It was time to quit Karbala and return to Baghdad. 
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Follow The MaKimum Leader: People's Jihad 
That night we grabbed dinner in an up scale Baghdad neighbor­

hood called M ansour. Kareem surprised us by pointing out a corner 
ice-cream shop where in January 1996 Saddam 's son, Uclay. was 
severely injured in an assassination attempt which left him a crip­
ple, and meaner than ever. While word at the time characterized it 
as a CIA hit, later investigation revealed the shooters were rival 
Iraqi maji'osi who had it in for Uday for supposedly welshing on a 
lucrati ve muggling deal. 

The next morning's headlines brought a smile to our face: 
Once again Saddam Hussein had called on the I raqi people to 
mount a " people's jihad" against the A mericans. Iraqi TV and 
radio had called for the mobilization of upwards of 3 mi llion citi­
zens to form a people's army to fight off an " imminent attack" by 
U.S.-lecl forces. 

A lthough neither the BBC, CNN or A P were reporting any fur­
ther U.S. buildup in the Gulf, the government continued to insist 
that millions of Iraqis needed to go immediately to their local 
Ba'ath Party civilian militia offi ce, register and report to their local 
tra ining site. 

Kareem, who comes from a decidedly impoverished part of 
Baghdad called Adora, said we would go to his neighborhood to 
observe how average Iraqis would fight to protect Saddam Hussein 
from the Americans. 

We were psyched, and an hour later found ourselves driving 
clown a pot-hole choked street of average looking single-fam ily 
houses asking anyone who passed us i f they knew where the 

tra ining grounds were. 
No one did, but one young man pointed us in the direction of the 

local Ba 'ath Party office and soon we were on our way with 
Commander Kaclum Aj il , the local civil ian mili tia commander. to a 
local girl's school and soccer field. 

"These women are ready to fight the Americans to the death," 
Aji l told us, as we peered into a school gymnasium filled with 
chador-cloaked women standing in a circle around a pot-bell ied, 
gray-haired I raqi army drill instructor. 

" Death to President Clinton! " one woman yelled. '·Death to 
America." 

A ll of the women then chanted the same back in unison ... Viva! " 
they yelled. 

Try ing our hardest to stifle a laugh, we watched as the drill 
instructor showed the women his single I raq i-made Kalashnikov 
rifle and explained how it worked. 

Homemaker Guard 
The women looked on, and after about I 0 minutes he called on 

one of the women to come forward and dismantle the ri fle for the 
visiting A merican journalists. 

A rather large woman in chador came forward and with a 

Continued on page 68 
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icco bounded up the s teps and turned the corner, his UZI 
at high port, whi le his partner, Peter, fo llowed c lose 
behind with an RS assau lt rifle at the ready. l fo llowed 
them both through the door, fo rgetting for a sec that l 
was ho ld ing a 35mm Canon camera - not a .357 
Magnum. My firs t thought was, " I should have stayed in 

the car." This wasn ' t what I expected, this was "shots fired , house under 
attack" ; the only thing worse would be "officer clown. " l hoped not, s ince I 
clicln ' t have a rad io eithe r. 

With the sticker price on many luxury automobi les skyrocketing beyond 
the price of some modest homes, cars have a lways been a va luable com­
modity. This is especially true in the Third World, whe re few average c iti­
zens own cars. For most people, the ir vehic le is the ir most va luable materi­
a l possession next to the family home. Horse thieves quick ly became a thing 
of the past when the first production automobi le was pushed out the factory 
door. No matter, they were replaced by modern counterparts. For many 
young criminals in the United States and Europe, "grand the ft auto" is prac­
tically a rite of passage. Improvements in a larm systems and anti-theft 
devices have made car theft the baili wick of profess ionals. 

Armed robbery of a motor vehicle (a.k.a. ca1jacking or auto hijacking) is 
prevalent in South Africa, where a popular metro area bumper sticker 
declares "This car a lready sto len." 

In Johannesburg, gangs of Ka lashni kov-w ie lding highwaymen re lieve 
their fellow South Africans of on average I 0 cars a clay. Why to il for a liv­
ing? It 's much easier for the unsophisticated, lazy armed criminal to s imply 
hijack a car at gunpo int. Most hijackers are black African males 16 to 22 
years of age who grew up in a culture of teeming violence. Unfortunately, 
after a perpetrator threatens the vic tim with a firea rm, he 's reached the point 
of no re turn and figures he might as well shoot the vic tim to prevent identi­
fication . In one Jo'burg incident, a woman was killed in her driveway - in 
view of her 10-year-olcl-claughter. 

BMW To The Rescue 
Faced with an overwhelming problem and limited resources, the South 

African Police Service (SAPS) appealed for he lp. BMW quickly donated 
100 cars to the province's highway patrol. Forced to find easier pickings in 
less dangerous environs, the thieves and their hijack ing 
escapades soon spread to nearby KwaZulu Natal Province 
and the seaside c ity of Durban, a seaport, tourist destination, 
and s ite of the Dunston 500 Surfer Competition, a 30-year­
old annual event. Only three highways ex it Durban, which 
g ives car hijackers easy options. 

The Durban PD needed he lp combating car thieves, so the 
KwaZulu Natal Anti-Hijacking Unit (AH U) was formed in 
1997 as part of a local bus iness initiative. In a partnership 
fom1ecl between the local business community and KwaZulu 
Natal , SAPS, an organization of donors from Durban, spon­
sored the unit, "Business Against C rime," to which sponsors 
donated cars, equipment and resources to augment SAPS ' aus­
tere budget. Twelve BMW 328is were provided the SAPS in 
Durban and SAPS headquarters tossed away severa l chapters of 
" the book" wh ich granted the unit additional leeway to exerc ise 
their own judgment and initiative in solving the problem. The orders were 
c lear: "Get the job clone ." 

SAPS requi red special training for officers to be assigned to the Durban 
AHU: SWAT course, d riving course, Tracker system trn ining and bomb dis­
posal. T here were about 2,000 volunteers for the new unit, but only 70 were 
selected for the training course - of whom 64 finished. The driving course, 
however, weeded out a few more. 

The unit commander is SAPS Superintendent Martin Yermaak, 37, a for­
mer instructor at the National Police Academy, in Pre toria. Well-respected by 
his men, Yermaak underwent: the required training a long with them, estab­
lishing an important bond for a leader, and he continues to set the example. 

The unit currently operates with 44 men ass igned. Within a month the 
unit had recovered more than I 00 stolen or hijacked vehicles. The criminals, 
though, were prepared to fight back, and not with nicke l-and-cl ime hard­
ware. SAPS inte lligence seized several RPG7s in Umlazi, a violent crime­
soakecl township outs ide Durban, from criminals sent from Johannesburg to 
blow up AHU cars and kill SAPS o fficers. The AHU was obv iously putting 
a dent in the sto len car business in nearby Gauteng Province, where vehic les 
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stolen in Durban are usually sold. The unit continues to 
rack up impressive crime-busting statistics: In a one-year 
period the unit investigated 10, 11 8 complaints, made 517 
arrests, recovered 1,234 motor vehic les (632 hijacked and 
602 sto len), confiscated 17 illegal weapons, and rendered 
1,573 assists to distressed motorists. 

Although the Al-IU 's main focus is on anti-hijacking, 
they will respond to any crimina l act o r provide back-up to 
other units when requested. They often find themselves 
rolling to ass ist with the frequent armed robbery calls when 
they' re in c lose proximity. 

Apprehe nding armed robbers and the ir getaway vehi­
c les usuall y results in a recove red s tolen vehic le. 
According to Supe rintendent Yennaak, " A lot of cars that 
are hijacked are used in armed robberies two or three 
clays la te r. They may have different number plates, but 
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they're always stolen." 
"Steve," a friend in the South African 

National Defense Forces (SANDF), had 
arranged for me to spend a day on patrol 
with two AHU officers. As I left SAPS 
Superintendent Yermaak's office he said, 
" Here, put these on," and handed us two 
SAPS-issue Kevlar vests. Outside in the 
parking lot we were introduced to Constable 
Ricco Luzzi, 23, and Constable Peter Yan 
der Merwe 24. We would ride with them on 
their 12-hour shi ft, chasing bad guys, run­
ning down stolen cars, assisting motorists 
with breakdowns, and li kely getting 
" revved up" (shot at) . 

I was very thankful for the vest. 
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This Unit Is STRAC 
Luzzi and Yan der Merwe were well­

turned-out in brightl y po li shed boots, 
pressed uniforms and orderly gear. Marking 
them as cops were thei r Terminator-style 
sung lasses. crewcuts and athletic builds. 
Both are athletes, yet both smoked a good 
quantity of c igarette during the ir shift -
no doubt an occupational hazard. While 
Ricco, from the Durban area, may look like 
he spends his Saturdays in the scrum, he 's 
actually an accomplished tennis player. 
Peter was the ded icated rugby player. Ricco 
was interested in becoming a cop in the 
U.S., having received unsolic ited offers 

(top, left) Constable Ricco Luzzi with 
cuffed suspected carjacker. South 
Africa no longer is peaceful. (left) A 
BMW 328i high-performance sports 
coupe, courtesy of Dunlop, ready to 
rock & roll with KwaZulu Natal Anti­
Hijack Unit. Free promo, you bet, but 
if lives are saved, what the hell? 
(above) Ever-wary Constable Peter 
Van der Merwe, KwaZulu Natal AHU, 
in an overwatch posit ion, his RS 
assault rifle ready to take down sus­
pects if they show lethal intent. 
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from several departments. 
AHU constables work four clays on and 

four clays off in 12-hour shifts. As we got 
acquainted they checked out their ca r, 
inspected their gear and loaclecl weapons. 
AHU-i ssue weapons are two UZI 9mm sub­
machine guns, two Yektor S.S6 x4Smm RS 
assault rifl es, and two Yektor 9mm Z88s (a 
Beretta copy) . Dri vers keep an UZI close at 
hand , while the "shotgun" ·keeps hi s 
S.S6x4Smm RS assault rifle locked and 
loaclecl , the barrel res ting on the windows ill , 
and retaining an addit iona l 30-rouncl maga­
zine in his lap. " Thi s wa ," l told them, 
"extremely cool. " And r wasn' t the on ly one 
pumped. Steve looked at me and it was 
obv ious the SANDF combat veteran , play­
ing hooky from his office job to escort me 
around, was anxious for a little action him­
self. He grinned and said, " Hell , yes, and a 
boot full of ammo! " 

Ri cco and Peter promised, " ! f you ride 
with us for two or three clays we guarantee 
you' ll get revved up. " 

At 0900 we were on patrol searching for 
a hijacked white Toyota Hilux pick-up. As 
we motored through Durban's townships I 
quizzed them about duty with the AHU. 
Two weeks prior they'd been involved in a 
shootout where armed robbers held a fam i­
ly hostage. They ki lled one robber and 
wounded the other two. 

"Are you in a lot of shootouts?" 
" Well , we try. " Laughs. 

Equal Opportunity Weapons 
"So, what 's the most commonly used 

weapon?" I asked. 

" Anything ... pi stol s ... sawed-off shot­
guns ... you name it. We get a lot of AK47s 
smuggled in from Mozambique. They go 
for about I 0 Rand each [$3 U.S.] up there. 
There 's a large cache of weapons in 
Mozambique. Many are in poor condition , 
but they can sell them clown here for SOO to 
I ,SOO Rand apiece." 

That 's a huge profit margin by anybody 's 
arithmetic, and to the clowntroclclen poor of 
the new (and dangerous) South Africa, it 's as 
enticing as a crack bag in Compton. 

The neighborhoods the SAPS patrol are 
simil ar - neighborhoods remarkable only 
for their swelling statistics of domestic dis­
turbances, clrunkennes , drugs, stabbings ... 
and shootings. When the World Cup was on 
telev ision there were a lot of " y ippee" 
shooters (Brrrrup. " Yippee!") "Every black 
male with a weapon would go outside and 
shoot it off. " Kal ashnikovs are quite obv i­
ously illegal but in thi s environment to have 
only six weapons in the car you might find 
yourself outgunnecl. 

Often high on drugs like mandrax, the 
jackers will go toe-to-toe in firefights wi th 
the SAPS. One thief was hit 13 times with 
9mm and armor-pi ercing S.S6 x4Smm 
rounds, yet continued to run. 

Alter checking out the weapons, we 
buckled ourselves in for our 12-hour shift. 
Ri cco and Peter 's vehicle, Number 11 , was 
one of the 12 donated by Durban business­
men. The 12 BMW 328 is, however, were 
quickly whittled clown to I 0, when two 
were badl y damaged in high-speed pursuits. 
This type of duty is hard on vehicles to 
begin with, but when you factor in high-

(right) A SAPS 
Durban Flying 

Squad constable 
overwatches AHU 
officers checking 
out a suspected 
chop shop. Note 

the abandoned 
cars perched on 
the disassembly 

line for parts. 

KwaZulu Natal AHU officers (above) check stolen vehicle for VIN. Officers 
can 't afford mental lapses since hostile fire is, sadly, an all-too-common 
occurrence. (right) Constable Peter Van der Merwe, KwaZulu Natal AHU, 
kneels in overwatch position with his RS assault rifle. Note ballistic vest with 
equipment pockets and 9mm pistol in chest-mounted holster. Often, he with 
the most "toys" - wins. 
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speed pursuits through AK-plentiful town­
ships and the resu lting exposure to automat­
ic small-arms fire, it 's doubtful whether 
BMW 's wheel-to-wheel warranty applies. 

I was instantly impressed with these cars 
and their anc illary eq uipment; each vehicle 
is equipped with a LoJack Tracker system. I 
saw the system in action and was very sur­
pri sed how quickly we could vector in on a 
vehicle, even among the winding dirt roads 
of the townships' hillside shantytowns. 

The LoJ ack Tracker system has led 
SAPS to severa l "chop-shops," where 
stolen veh icles are dismantled for parts. 
Vehicles are worth more when sold as repai r 
parts, which are nearly impossible to trace. 
A stolen car can be stripped in less than an 
hour and its chassis left to rust in a grassy 
lot in the townships. Besides the standard 
vehicle police-band radio and mobile units, 
the cars are equipped wi th cell phones, of 
great use to the unit officers for tactical con­
versations because of the distinct poss ibility 
that the " bad guys" also have police radios. 

Most of the cars are emblazoned with 
the sponsor 's business logo, making them 
look not unlike sporty Euro-versions of 
NASCAR racers. Ours said " Sponsored by 
Dunlop" so we had no tire problems on this 
baby! The five-speed 328 is go through a lot 
of clutches and brakes but the officers con­
sider them excellent duty veh icles. They 
average SOOkm a clay, mostly tough driv ing 
through townships and over bad dirt roads, 
patrol s often interspersed with white­
knuckle high-speed highway chases. 

When I casually joked, " So, do you guys 
pick up a lot of girl s with this car?" they 
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laughed . " Well , when you ask them to get 
in, they do n't rea lly have a choice!" 

0930: We didn't pick up any girls, but 
did pick up a Tracker signal and called in to 
confirm whether the car remained on stolen 
status. It had. however, been recovered the 
day before. 

We continued to troll around Kwa-Mashu 
township looking fo r trouble. Finding none, 
we then cruised over to U ml azi townsh ip, 
where there's an abundance. 

We stopped at the headquarters of a 2SO­
man task force busy conducting Operation 
Lungisa (a native word mean ing "put things 
right") in lJm lazi's Glebelands Hoste ls, gov­
ernment-s ubsidi zed hous ing. In the s ix 
months pri or to my visit there were S6 
known homicides in the hostels; sLill a sur­
pri sing amount even when you take into 
account that there are between 20,000 to 
30.000 people li ving in these buildings. ln 
the past two weeks a spate of near ly two 
dozen brutal ki llings had prompted the j oint 
army and police operation. The nearby po lice 
ration at Um lazi had been attacked recently 

for its weapons. Two SAPS officer were 
wounded but the attackers were unable to 
break into the armory. We received a quick 
situation briefing and were . oon on our way. 

ext top was a suspected chop-shop. 
Stolen veh icles are sometimes dismant led at 
otherwise " legitimate" car repair businesses 
so the AHU keeps a list of the more suspi­
cious locations. Vehicles were checked for 
their vehic le identificat ion numbers (V fN s) . 

After chatting with some of the loca ls in 
hopes of pi cking up a tip or two, AHU 

(right) Constable Ricco Luzzi (left) and 
Constable Peter Van der Merwe "take a 
door" in Kwa-Mashu township in 
response to a "house under attack" call. 
You never know what awaits on the 
other side. (inset) Pan-African Congress 
graffiti hate message, "One Settler, One 
Bullet," refers to white South Africans. 
An Okapi is a bush-knife. Gentle folk , 
these murderous anarchists. 

Number 11 wa. back on the road. Two sus­
pect vehicles were stopped, YIN and driver 
identity checks made. 

Every time a stop was made. Peter 
scrambled out and took up an overwatch 
position with his RS. Ricco usually carried 
his UZI he ld casually in hi s hand by the pis­
to l grip and pointed down . It 's not uncom­
mon for the A HU to take rounds from sus­
pects - or from surrounding houses. A 
technique l noticed among SAPS officers 
was placing their unholstered pistol on top 
of the car or another fl at surface, ensuring it 
was immedi ate ly at hand if they were other­
wise busy using their hands . 

11 30: A late-model Mazda four-door was 
parked outside the Umlazi police station; the 
attached stolen plates and YIN did not match. 
The SAPS experienced a public re lations 
problem in the townships after black SAPS 
constables were caught driving stolen cars. 
Under the new post-apartheid regime, South 
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Afri ca is dea li ng with an increase in police 
corruption resulting from an influx of new 
officers, the poor economy and even poorer 
wages. Pay for a constable is about U.S. 
$330 do ll ars per month, so a new BMW 
parked in a township police station parking 
lot would attract attention. One such vehic le 
was used to carry out a 4-ITtillion-Rand 
armored car hei st. The perps, three dirty 
Chatsworth Field Unit Police officers, hai led 
from the predominate ly Indian res idential 
area of Chatsworth. Word on the street i.d.' d 
them short! y after the robbery. 

Las t summer after a bank van robbery, a 
SAPS inspector. Selale Hendrick Maloma, 
was arrested at his home in possession of 
several AK47s and R 10,000 still in the 
bank wrappers. 

Cruising downtown, we stopped at the 
beach fo r a scenic spot of lunch. Sandwiches 
were unwrapped and while I was sipping 
from a bottle of water, Ricco and Peter con­
tinued to brief us on their duties. It was near­
ly noon. We' d only been with Ricco and 
Peter three hours and it already seemed like a 
full day. "Usually by 12 we have a good six 
or eight hijacks,'' said Ricco. 

But by noon, our sandwiches ' remains 

hurri edly tossed in the garbage, we were in 
a high-speed pursuit, adrenal ine pumping 
and tires squealing th rough hairpin curves, 
with Ricco pushing the Beemer above 200 
ki lometers ( I 2S mph) an hour. Our sto len­
vehi c le prey finally was apprehended by 
another unit and Ricco downshifted, our 
mode returning to normal patrol duty. 

Moments later, we received a panicked 
call of "Shots fired, hou se under attack!" 
and ordered to an address in Kwa-Mashu 
township. With the siren screaming and 
lights twirling, we were caught up in anoth­
er adrenaline rush. Ricco and Peter piled out 
and quickly conferred wi th the woman who 
had phoned in. They ran toward the house 
and, armed with the ir mainstay weapons -
the UZI and RS - they made a tactical 
entry, cleared the house and ex ited the rear. 
There, in the backyard was a wa iling 17-
year-old fema le, a man of about 20, and 
three other ad ul t mal es . The situation was 

qui ckly ex plained as backup consisting of 
three hea vi ly armed officers from the 
Durban Fl ying Squad arrived on the scene. 

A punk had been slapping around h.i s 
girlfriend whi le the three adult males in the 
famil y waffled about staring at their toes. 
The mother phoned the cops. 

It was a slow day - nobody had shot a 
bad guy yet. The "overki ll" re porting of a 
shooting and me lodramati c " house under 
attack" was clone to ensure a speedy po li ce 
response. The response was speedy all 
ri ght: The SAPS mobil e data sys te m guar­
antees the d ispatch response time in a 
meas ly four seconds (try to match that in 
New York City - or any other American 
burg) . Unfortunately, thi s call took two 
e lite unit patro l cars off the street fo r a 
pe nny-ante domestic squabble. The F ly ing 
Squad sergeant gave the offender a stern 
ass-chewi ng and a cuff on the ea r as he 
yell ed , "Get out of here l" Problem so lved . 
Back to business. 

Num ber 11 was again on the prow l for 
s tole n cars and T was getting an educat ion: 
No spec if ic veh ic le is targeted by the car 
hij ackers , thoug h BMW and Mercedes 
sedans are po pular choices for the 200-SOO 

cars hij acked or s to le n countryw ide every 
month. The two most common vehic les in 
South Africa, Toyota Hilux trucks and 
mini-buses, are a lso sto le n in signifi cant 
numbers. 

That afte rnoon we spotted a stolen vehi­
c le and gave chase, weav ing through the 
heavy workday traffic. Pulling the car over, 
Ricco and Peter checked out the vehicle, 
handcuffed the two male suspects and to ld 
the ir irate girlfri ends they'd have to fi nd 
another li ft home. When we drove off with 
the suspects and the recovered vehicle on 
our way to AHU headquarters, the young 
lad ies were standing abandoned and 
unloved a lo ngside the road. 

They were hard ly happy, but that's what 
you get for hanging out with catjackers in 
KwaZulu Natal. 

Rob Kroll is an SOF Senior Foreign 
Correspondent. ~ 
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ot long after NATO began 
bombing Yugoslavia. President 
Clinton sa id he would consider 
using ground troops in a pennis­
sive environment in Kosovo. During 
Operation Desert Storm, properly employed 
air power created a permiss ive environment in 

". which coa lition ground troops took control of Iraq 
matter of days whi le ·uffering very few casualties . 

Compared to Desert Storm , the efficacy of air power in Serb ia is 
somewhat limited by the NATO committees doing the target selection. 
American pilots fl y ing sorti es call the targeting horribl e - and worse -
but the bombing has been fairly effecti ve. 

Both military targets and infrastructure have been destroyed w ith 
minimal co llateral damage and (to date) without los ing a single NATO 
pi lot (a lthough th e technological intelligence coup of clowning the F-
117 A Stea lth wi ll be of strong benefi t to the Serbs and Russ ians). More 
than that, Milosevic began to show signs of crack ing after two weeks, 
and his troops in Kosovo proper have been made to keep their heads 
underground for much of the time they wou ld have been otherwi se 
invo lved in murder and rape. 

With A- I Os fl y ing during daylight. F15Es taking out any radar and 
anti-a ircra ft sites and AI-164 Apache helicopters working at night and dur­
ing bad weather, nearly every road in Kosovo can be denied to the Serbs. 
They can ' t roll a marble down the highway. let alone a tank. Air power 
can' t be used to secure rea l estate bu t it can certainly be used to deny the 
Serbs the abi li ty to move. That, by defini tion, is a permissive environment 
quite similar to the one in which the Iraqi legions were surrendering by 
the thousands in their jockey short"s. 

lt is unfortunate that every time the idea of inserr ing U.S. ground 
troops into harm 's way is discussed, the ghosts of Vietnam miraculously 
occupy policy room in Washington. When the necessity of taking action 
in Bosnia first surfaced in 1992, the Pentagon, rememberi ng the roads 
outside Sa igon, said it wou ld take 300,000 troops merely to secure a road 
between Sarajevo and the Dalmatian coas t. And of course the hancl­
wringers and columnists always fill white space repeating the clangers of 
bogging down in a Viernam-like quagmire. 

Propaganda vs. Reality 
The only rea l similarity Kosovo has to Vietnam is that propaganda has 

too often been . ubsritutecl for rea lity by people who don't seem robe par­
ticu larly concerned with either verac ity or hi slOri ca l facts. Perhaps the 
most egreg ious trifling with truth has to do with restating as fact the hero 
mythology authored by the Yugo communist party regarding the partisan 
movement. During Bosnia. Lord David Owen tried to frighten us by con­
tending that Yugos lav guerrillas had tied clown 16 Nazi di visions. The 



truth is the Wehrmac/11 conquered Yugoslavia in six clays during 194 1. 
The partisans did harass the railroads, but other than that. Yugoslav guer­
rilla groups spent most of their time fighting each other. The Chetni ks 
were allied with the Axis and when Tito coulcln ' t do the same, his group 
had to spend most of his time running. Despite the fact that all of the Nazi 
di visions in Yugoslavia save one were comprised of third-echelon old 
men and boys. the guerrillas had linle impact on them until very late in 
the war. After the Nazi surrender in Europe, Tito 's partisans murdered 
more than hal f a million Germans and their Yugo allies who had surren­
lered Bleiburg, A ustria and Trieste, ftaly. 

Perhaps it is the trncli tional Serbian view of war fare as a mixture of 
knife and axe work mixed with vi llage sieges and artillery fi re that has 
caused their reputations as bad asses and frightened the deskbound paper­
shu fflers at the Pentagon. A closer look at one of the basic truths of guer­
rilla war may provide some answers. Guerrill as are the fi sh and the peo­
ple are the water. as Mao noted. Unless guerrillas have the support of the 
population. they have no place to hide. A Serbian guerrilla movement in 
Kosovo wou ld be eaten ali ve by the ethnic Albanian majority. 

Discount ing the aggravated communist hero-of-the republic stuff, 
ethnically based murder was the only aspect of partisan style warfare the 
Yugoslav Army carried over from WWII during the conflict of 199 1-
1995. Moreover, no guerrilla-style actions have ever been conducted 
against our troops occupying Bosnia. 

Despite woeful Pentagon predictions. the Yugoslav A rmy has proven 
itself to be a remarkably backward, badly trained and ill-equ ipped. 
fourth-rate military structure. But make no mistake: They can be vicious 
if they have women and children cornered. Both the current and past 
chiefs of staff and ministers of defense of the Yugoslav army have been 
indicted for war crimes. But during eight years of Balkan conflicts, nei­
ther the Serb-controlled Yugoslav Army nor its successor has shown any 
real talent for toe-to-toe combat. 

During the battle of Yukovar, in 199 1. a force of 2.000 Croatian farm­
ers armed with small arms kept nearly one-quarter of the entire mecha­
nized Yugoslav army tied down for almost three months. Again. in the fall 

Continued on page 71 

Yugoslav M-84 is a variant of the Russian T-72. Proven effective against 
unarmed civilians, it will not do well against U.S. A-10 Warthogs or AH-64 
Apache gunships. (above) Serb policemen clash with ethnic Albanian 
rebels of KLA in the village of Bukos. It is unfortunate that every time the 
idea of inserting U.S. ground troops into harm's way is discussed, the 
ghosts of Vietnam miraculously occupy policy rooms in Washington. 



by John H oga n 

As her classmates primped for the prom, 
16-year-olcl Elincla Muriqi prepared to ki ll 
Serbs. A New Yorker of A lban ian descent, 
Muriq i cou ld no longer live the li fe of a 
carefree American teenager while distant 
relatives suffered genocide in Kosovo. 

So she gave up lipstick and toenai l pol­
ish for cammies and combat boots and 
joined the "At lantic Brigade," a group of 
nearly 400 volunteers of A lbanian extrac­
tion from the United States and Canada who 
hope to replenish the batt le-clepletecl ranks 
of the Kosovo Liberation Army. They" re a 
small part of a worlclwicle wave of volun­
teers emerging from A lbanian expatriate 
communities who want to join the KLA in 
its last-ditch resistance to Serb ethnic 
cleansing. But the Serbs also have volun­
teers waiting in the wings. In the former 
Soviet Union, Russians are standing in Jo~g 

l ines to volunteer for any future effort to 
fight on behal f of their Serbian brethren. 

Muriqi and about I 00 other volunteers 
- outfitted in camouflage and web gear 
from a Bronx surplus store - lanclecl 17 
Apri l in Tirana, Alban ia, on their way to 
Kosovo. A t press time, another 300 volun­
teers were still awai ting perm ission to fly 
through NATO-controlled airspace into 
Alban ia. The aircraft, chartered by the 
Albanian American Community, had autho­
ri zation for a brief time lo enter the airspace 
over the A lbanian capi tal of Tirana. 

NATO authori zation to Janel in Tirana 
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was withdrawn about an hour after it was 
given. The A lbanian community speculates 
the U.S. State Department may have pu lled 
strings. An A lban ian community leader said 
it was far easier for the State Department to 
get NATO to delay the flight than to act 
overtl y and take political heat for the delay. 
Officials at the State Departmelll and the 
I mm igration and Naturali zation Serv ice 
have said there are no specific prohibitions 
against the volunteers going to A lbania, but 
the mission might raise legal questions later. 
Certainly opponents of the U.S.-lecl NATO 
air strikes will find ways of objecting. 

The lead element or the KLA's " A tlantic 
Brigade" may have clone an encl run around 
NATO by using a different aircraft than the 
one being watched by authorities at JFK 
Airport. T hey flew out of Newark 
International to Rome. When no objections 
were rai sed to a new flight plan to Tirana 
and Rome, the first I 00 volunteers man­
aged to slip in. Landing immediately 
behind them was an aircraft containing 2 1 
members of Congress. 

Before takeoff, the A lbanian volunteers 
- most with no mili tary experience- lined 
up at a mili tary surplus outlet to be fitted wi th 
brand new woocl lancl camouflage uni forms 
and web gear. On the left shou lder of the 
shirts they sewed an American flag above the 
reel and black double eagle insignia of the 
KLA. None of the 300 has had any experi­
ence fighting Serbs, but all are enthusiastic 

More than 100 ethnic Albanian volunteers, out­
fitted by a Bronx, NY, surplus store, arrived 17 
April in Albania with a desire to help the 
Kosovo Liberation Army kill Serbs. Elinda . 
Muriqi, 16 (above), plays tight end on her high 
school football team. She gave up the prom 
this year for a trip to Albania, where she told 
reporters she had arrived in a mood to kill. 

about doing something for their fellows. The 
New York A lbanian community, of about 
250,000, is the nation's largest. About 70 per­
cent migrated from Kosovo. Most volunteers 
have fami ly members directly affected by the 
genocide that's been euphemistically steri l­
ized as "ethnic cleansing." 

Volunteer Aclem Krasniqi , 26, is a veter­
an of the fighting in disintegrating 
Yugoslavia. He fought with the Serbs 
aga inst Croati a while serv ing w ith a 
Yugoslav Army arti llery unit. He deserted, 
as did vast numbers of enlisted people and 
NCOs from the combat units, when it 
became clear that the Serbs' objective was 
ethnic cleansing. Severa l volunteers, such 
as Brahim Ukaj , have parents or siblings in 
Kosovo they have not heard from since eth­
nic cleansing intensified several weeks ago. 

Few women are among the first group of 
J 00, and Muriqi is the only girl. A lthough 
she'd never seen combat before leaving for 
Kosovo, M uriqi was no pampered princess. 
Rather, she was a tight encl on her Bronx 
high school footba ll team. Her whole fami­
ly is tough. Her brother, Elvir, is a wel l­
known kick-boxer. Wearing a KLA insignia 
at the Tirana: A irport:, M uriqi told members 
of the press she was there to kill. 

An official of the Kosovo provisional 
government was on hand to swear in the 
volunteers. In his speech to the volunteers 
and their fami lies he described KLA as the 
defender of Albanian honor - a force that 
would help ensure the freedom and inde­
pendence of Kosovo. For Muriqi , that's a bit 
more exciting than the prom. 

.lohn Hogan is a senior SOF correspon­
dent who served with the Army's First 
l!(/al//ry Division in Vietnam. Those inter­
ested in more information regarding eJj'orts 
to aid the cause in Kosovo may contact the 
Kosovo Relief Projeu at 2 12-753-2200. '.5Z 
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Timeline To war 1 

1999 
April 

NATO bombardment 
continues, as Russian warship 
heads for· Mediterranean. 

• Thr·ee captured U.S. sol­
diers shown on Serbian TV. 
facing charges by Yugoslav 
military court. 

~---~,11 
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March 
• Thousands of 1·efugees fiood into Albania. telling of I 

door-to-door 1·aids. looting and burning by Serbs. 
• NATO airstrikes begin. 
• U.S special envoy Richard Holbrooke warns M1losev1c 

of airstrikes unless he signs peace agreement calling for 
interim autonomy and 28.000 NATO troops to imple­
ment it. Milosevic refuses. 
February-March 
• Yugoslav forces sweep through Macedonian border 

region. digging in opposite NATO forces. Rebels launch 
attacks on Serbs. 
January 
• 45 ethnic Albanians slain outside Racak. spur-ring inter-­

national peace efforts. 

1998 
October 
• Massacres are discovered in 

Kosova that point to continued 
Serbian aggression against Alban-
ian civilians. despite Serbian 
assurances that offensive is over: 
September 
• Serbian anrny continues to 

attack villages in Drenica region 
of Kosova. 

United Nations Security 
Council votes in favrn· of resolu-
tion calling for ceasefir·e in Kosova. and warning Yugoslav 
government of"additional measures" if it fails to comply. 

• NATO takes first formal steps toward military inter­
vention in Kosova. Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Ma~a­
novic announces defeat of Albanian separatists and with­
drawal of government forces from Kosova. 
August 
• Massive month-long offensive sever·ely weakens KLA 

until a significant stronghold - the vi llage of Junik - falls 
into Serb hands on the I 6th of the month. UN called frn­
cease-fire. 
July 
• France and Britain draft UN Secur·ity Council resolu­

tion to try to bring about a ceasefire . 
June 
• UN Secretary Gener-al Kofi Annan warned Nata that 

rt must seek Security Council mandate for any military 
intervention in the Serbian province. 
May 
• U.S. envoy Richar·d Holbrooke begins round of shuttle 

diplomacy which results in Yugoslav President Milosevic 
inviting Ibrahim Rugova for peace talks. 

• Ethnic Albanian and Serb negotiators start talks in 
Pristina as fighting continues. 
March-April 
• Intermittent clashes continue. Facing mounting interna­

tional pressure and threat of sanctions, Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic proposes talks that he says could lead 
to broad autonomy. Albanian leaders refuse. insisting on 
foreign mediation and, ultimately. independence. 95% of 
Serbs vote against international intervention in Kosova. in 
a referendum. 

• Serbian and Albanian leaders agree to get Kosovar 
Albanians into Kosova's state schools and universities after 
seven-year boycott. but hard-line Serb university lecturers 
reject the deal. 

• U.N. Security Council votes 14-0 to impose arms 
embargo on Yugoslavia to force peaceful settlement 
Yugoslavia is called upon to meet conditions that include: 
beginning substantive dialogue with Kosovar Albanians: 
withdrawing special police units that spear-headed the 
recent crackdown: and allowing access to Kosova by 
humanitarian organizations. Resolution also calls for action 
to prevent "terrorist activities" in Kosova. 

• Yugoslavia rejects U.N. embar·go as "unfounded" and 
unacceptable interference in its affairs. 
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• Kosovar Albanian separatist leader· Ibrahim Rugova 
rejects Serbian plans to hold refer·endum on for·eign medi­
ation in Kosova o-isis. accusing Serbs of defying the inter­
national community. 

• Bodies of six men are found by the side of a road near· 
Or-ahovac in southwest Kosova. Reper-ts of mass g1·aves 
surface. 

• Serbia amends a referendum law to allowvote to be 
held on foreign mediation 1n Kosova befor·e a Big Power 
deadline expires. Albanian separatists 1·eject referendum 
proposal. boycotting peace talks with Serbia. Serbia hard­
ens its stance against foreign mediation. 
Fe bruary-March 
• Police crackdown on Kosovar Albanians leaves some 

80 people dead. Gun battles leave I 6 Albanians and four· 
police dead. 

• Tens of thousands prntest in 
the Kosova capital. Pristina. 
against the violence. and street 
clashes erupt. 

• U.S. special envoy Rober·t 
Gelbar·d accuses Serbian govern­
ment of using "brutal, dispropo1·­
tionate and overwhelming" force against Albanians in 
Kosova. He urges Belgrade to find political solution 
thrnugh dialogue. 

• Serbs insist that Kosova Albanian leaders publicly 
renounce ''terrorism 
Serbia can begin. 

and secession" before talks with 

• For·eign powers touring the region witness heightened 
tensions and fear a new Balkan war. Six foreign powers 
agree on sanctions - and thr·eaten more - to halt what 
they condemn as Serbian police bi-utality. 

• Milosevic agrees to withdraw special police units from 
Kosova. but U.S. and four European powers insist on UN 
a1·ms embargo. Russia opposes the measure. 

• Heavily armed Serbian police and army groups sur­
round and attack village of Prekaz. which they identify as a 
stronghold of Kosova's militant separatists. 
January 
• A Kosovar Serb politician is killed in apparent retalia­

tion for- a police action 24 hour·s earlier· in which a 
Kosovar Albanian was reported killed. 

I 9 9 7 
March 
• Four people injured when bomb explodes in center of 

Pristina. 
• State prosecutor charges 18 alleged members of illegal 

·National Movement for the Liberation of Kosova'' with 
terrorism offenses. 

• Within weeks, al least 26 Kosova1· Albanians ar·e arrest­
ed in a series of police raids, and a suspected leader of 
outlawed Liberation Army of Kosova is killed in gun battle 
with police. 
January 
• Serb ultra-nationalist rector of P1·istina University is 

badly injured by car· bomb. 

I 9 9 6 
• Serbia signs deal with Kosovar 

Albanian leader·s to return Albanian 
students to mainstr·eam education 
after they were for·cefully removed 
from their schools in Albanian lan­
guage. This deal was never imple­
mented. 

• Separ·atists claim to have shot 
down Yugoslav Airlines training air­
craft. 

• A Serbian cour·t sentences 17 Kosovar Albanians to 
total of 186 years in iail on te1Trn-ism charges. 

I 9 9 'i 
August 
• Serbian authorities settle several hundred Croatian 

Serb refugees in Kosova. drawing protests from Kosovar 
Albanian leaders. 
July 
• A Serbian cour·t sentences 68 Kosovar Albanians to up 

to eight years in prison for allegedly setting up a pa1·allel 
police force. 

I 9 9 3 
• Police arrest more than 30 Kosovar Albanians on sus­

picion of p1·eparing an ar·med uprising. 

I 9 9 2 
October 
• Serb and Kosova1· Albanian leaders in Kosova hold I 

face-to-face peace talks for· first time in thr·ee year·s. 

May 
• Wr·iter Ibrahim Rugova is elected president of self-pro­

claimed republic after election held 1n defiance of Serbian 
authonties. 

I 9 9 I 
• Bosnian war begins. 
• Albania's parliament recognizes Kosova as an indepen­

dent republic. 

1990 
July 
• Kosovar Albanian legisla­

tors in the province declare 
independence. Serbia dis­
solves the Kosova assembly. 
Str·ikes and protests continue. 
February 
• Yugoslavia sends troops. 

tanks, warplanes and 2.000 
more police to Kosova. 

• By month's end. more than 20 people have been killed 
and a curfew imposed. 
January 
• Police use tear gas, truncheons and water cannon on 

thousands of Kosovar Albanian demonstrators. 
• Unrest escalates and on 28 January police shoot dead 

at least I 0. 

I 9 8 9 
• Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic takes away Kosova's 

autonomy. 
• Str-eet violence erupts when Kosova assembly 

approves the measure. 
• More than 20 people a1·e killed and scores anrested 

when violence escalates to gun battles. 

I 9 8 8 
• More than 6.000 Serbs and Montenegr·in residents of 

Kosova stage mass protest over alleged harassment by 
Kosovar Albanians. 

I 9 8 I 
• Albanians in Kosova riot, asking for equal rights in 

Yugoslavia: many students are arrested and many killed. 
• At least nine people die and hundreds are injured. 

Troops sent in and martial law briefly imposed. 

I 9 7 4 
• New Yugoslav constitution grants Kosova autonomy. 

but not independence. 

I 9 6 8 
• Kosovar Albanian students, encouraged at being given 

a fir·st tentative measure of self-rule, stage mass protests. 

I 9 4 'i 
• After Genrnan forces are driven out of Yugoslavia. 

around I 0.000 Albanians fight for independence they 
were promised by Serbs. 40,000 Yugoslav troops sent by 
Tito to suppress this movement and take control of 
Kosova. Rebellion is suppressed with heavy casualties. 

• Hundreds of thousands of Albanians are subsequently 
deported to Turkey and dozens are killed in various inci­
dents in the 1950s. 

I 9 4 I 
• Yugoslavia is invaded by Germany and its allies and 

divided into puppet states. 

I 9 I 2 
• Serbia joins other· Balkan states in war to drive 

Ottoman Empir·e out of Europe. They win the war and 
Serbia re-acquires Kosova. 

• Austria insists that Serbia and Montenegro give up part 
of their newly conquered tenritory to form independent 
Albania. 

• Between first and second World Wars. Serbians 
attempt to consolidate their hold on Kosova by expelling 
Albanians. Muslims and Turks. 

• Land reform program gives property of those expelled 
and other large land-owners to Serb colonists. 

I 8 ; 0 
• Se1-bian principality is given full autonomy from 

Ottoman Empire. 

I 3 8 9 
• Prince Lazar. legendary Serb hero. leading army of Serbs. 

Albanians and other nations. is defeated by Turks in Kosova. 
• This marks the beginning of the end of the medieval 

Serb nation. Serbia is ruled by Turkey for next 500 years. 
and Kosova for first time begins to take its place at heart 
of Se1-bian nationalist history. ~ 

Sources: www.kosovo.org;Associoted Press. 
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Back Ta Baghdad 
Continued from page 59 

demure smi le on her face began, with the 
drill instructor 's help, to dismantle the rifle. 
Quite surprisingly, she did rather well con­
sideri ng the drill instructor practically 
moved her hands fo r her. 

Next was marching. Each of the women 
took turns learning how to march with the 
weapon. These women were, our handler 
told us, the vanguard against any U.S . 
attack against Iraq. 

"They can , and will , fight to protect their 
homes," he said. 

One woman to ld us how she couldn't 
wait to ki ll her first American soldier. We 
straight-faced responded that she should­
n' t worry about dirtying her hands with 
such things because the last thing she 
would ever see in her life would probably 
be the word s "Boeing" or "General 
Dynamics" as a c rui se missile landed in 
her living room. 

It was off to see the men. Three hundred 
or so local men, between the ages of 18 and 
45, had shown up to receive basic small 
arms training at a soccer field down the 
street from the gym. 

Again, as wi th the women, there was 
on ly one rifle for each 40 or so trainees. Did 
the Iraqi army have no more weapons left, 
or did the regime not trust its own citizens? 

After an hour of watching the men go 
through basically the same paces as the 
women, we drove back to Baghdad hoping 
that our request to visit Saddam 's home­
town of Tikrit had been approved. 

Word had it that the Allies had recently 
bombed Tikrit and caused severe damage to 
Ba' ath Party structures and Republican 
Guard barracks. We had also heard that a 
number of civil ians were ki lled when an 
out-of-control smart bomb landed in some­
one's house. 

If we couldn 't get into Tikrit, we rea­
soned, then we' ll settle for Basra or a trip 
to a veteran 's hospital to spea.k with sol­
diers injured during the most recent Allied 
bombing. 

Ei ther one, we explained to press center 
director Shaker Falahi , would satisfy our 
needs. 

All three requests, it turned out, wou ld be 
denied. "Security reasons," Falahi told us. 

While we were stopped from visiting the 
scene of any bombing and speaking first­
hand with anyone who might have been 
there, we did manage - as an bonus - to 
pick up bits and pieces of information from 
various sources that provided a slim, but 
nonetheless fresh insight into the Iraqi army 
as it stands today. 

College On The Jihad Bill 
Our-number one source was our driver, 

Fikrit, a 33-year-old London-educated Iraqi 
who completed pilot training for Iraqi air­
lines in July 1990, a month before Iraq 
invaded Kuwait and he lost any opportuni ty 

to ever fly for a commercial airline. 
"Anyone with enough money can buy 

hi s way out of the army," Fikrit said. "The 
army is for losers. Every boy must - if he 
can't get out - do 18 months i.n the army 
before he goes to college. For that he 
receives between $700 and $ 1,000. 

Fikrit said that conscripts generally buy 
their own uniforms for about $20, and get 
three meals a day consisting of rice, soup 
and bread that tasted like "stones." 

"Republican Guard soldiers," Fikrit 
said, "must serve two years before college 
and three years afterwards. They get about 
$2,000 fo r their service, and some benefits 
like a good apartment or a car." 

When pressed for information concern­
ing what effects Desert Fox had on the mil­
itary, Fikrit said he couldn' t tell us. 

"You are American, and I cannot tell you 
everyth ing," Fikrit said. "l don't like what's 
going on here now, but I still love my coun­
try. You know how it is ." 

Glimpse Of The Unknown 
We knew exactly what he was saying, 

but luckily for us the next morning on our 
round-about way to the Iraq i nati onal tomb 
of the unknown soldier, Fikrit drove us past 
a sprawling Republican Guard compound 
near the new ministry of defense and what 
we saw brought smiles to our face. 

Through the trees that bordered the com­
pound we could easi ly ma.ke out row after 
row of barracks and bunkers that looked as 
if they had been vaporized by some sort of 
science-fiction weapon. 

"That 's the brigade that Uday [Hussein] 
oversees directly," Fik.rit said as we sped 
past. "If you play with fire ... " 

The Iraqi tomb of the unknown so ldier 
is a huge monument to the countless tens 
of thousands of Iraqi soldiers who lost 
their li ves during the eight-year Iran/Iraq 
war, or the "first Gulf war," as the Iraqi s 
call it. 

"I don't know the exact numbers of me 
who died during the war," Kareem told us 
as we walked up the steps towards the 
tomb's entrance, "but I don 't know any fam­
ily who wasn ' t touched." 

Inside the tomb, about three stories 
below the monument itself, is the museum 
and the white marble wall inscribed with the 
names of all those Iraqi so ldiers known to 
have perished. It's an awe-inspiring sight. 
No ranks. No dates. Just names. Tens of 
thousands of them. 

"Where are the widows and fami lies of 
those who died?" we asked Kareem. "Don ' t 
they come to pay honor?" 

"They are too many to fit in this room," 
he answered. "This was the beginning of the 
end fo r us. Before we were rich and power­
ful. I studied in Mexico. Now look at Iraq. 
We are weak. My brother is here some­
where. I don't know where. I cannot find 
the strength to look for his name. I guess 1 
am too tired." 

Chief Foreign. Correspondent Mark H. 
Milstein filed this report from Baghdad. ~ 
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Kalashnika11 .308 llEPR 
Continued from page 51 

container. By this means rotate the lever 
upward until the gas cylinder can be lifted 
out. Use of the cleaning kit container as a 
pry prevents marring the weapon's finish. 
After cleaning, lubricate lightly. Never put 
lubricant of any kind in the gas cylinder or 
on the pi ston of any gas-operated weapon. 
Re-assemble in the reverse order. 

The ammunition used in our test and 
evaluation of the VEPR .308 was provided 
by Black Hills Ammunition (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709-3090; 
phone: 605-348-5 150; fax: 605-348-9827 -

VEPR's front sight assembly sleeves over the 
barrel and is held in place by a single cross­
pin. The round, post-type front sight is that of 
the Kalashnikov series and has protective 
ears. It can be adjusted for elevation zero by 
screwing it up (to lower the point of impact) or 
down (to raise the point of impact) in its base. 

call for in formation about purchasing direct 
at retai l if there is no Black Hills distributor 
near you). We selected 168-grain boat-tai l 
hollow-points (BTHP) without moly-coat­
ing, as a considerable number of rounds 
must be fired before the bore has been suf­
ficient ly coated fo r any effects of the 
molybdenum disulphide can be detected. 

This carbine fired consistent J.25 MOA 
three-shot groups at 100 meters. This is very 
good, especially so as the Kal ashni kov series 
has been severely criticized in the West for 
its supposedly mediocre accuracy potential. 

Perceived recoil is no more than moder­
ate. Reliability and durability are not at ques­
tion with any Kalashnikov-type rifle, which is 
a robust and completely reliable design. The 
ejection pattern is typical of all Kalashnikovs, 
to the rear on the shooter's right side and 
quite violent: about 20 feet back. 

Complete wi th a leather sling, scope 
mount with rings, cleaning ki t, oi l bottle and 
one each of the 5- and JO-round magazines, 
the VEPR .308 rifle or carbine carries a sug­
gested retail price of $699.95. Those looking 
for a compact emiautomatic hunting rifle, or 
a shoulder-mounted weapon fo r their Y2K 
stash, wou ld be hard pressed to fi nd a better 
value than the VEPR .308. It's also very 
much an important piece of Kalashnikov his­
tory and it can be fou nd on pages 200-201 of 
the encyclopedic Kalashnikov Arms recently 
reviewed in SOF. ~ 

JULY 1999 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Recognized for superior cutlery, distinctive features and functional designs, 

Benchmade arguably enhances the performance of one of man's oldest tools. We are 

committed to providing you "total-quality" kn ives, crafted from some of the fi nest 

materials the world offers. From advanced metals and composites to laser cutting 

tolerances of .0005-inches, every effort is exacted to ensure performance. Whether 

you 're looking for everyday carry or a specific use, it has to be a Benchmade knife. 

MODEL 350SBT 
A MEL PARDUE DESIGNED LIGHTWEIGHT, 

MOLDED HANDLE, LINER-LOCK. THE SPEAR POINT BLADE 

IS 2.9" LONG, HEAT-TREATED AND BT2™ COATED ATS-34 STAINLESS 

STEEL. THUMB STUD FOR EASY SINGLE-HAND FUNCTION AND STEEL POCKET-CLIP FOR CARRY. 

MODEL 910SBT 
THE ALLEN ELISHEWITZ DESIGNED 

STRYKER® IS A PURE PERFORMANCE, TACTICAL FOLDER. 

3.7" ATS-34 BLADE, G-10 SCALES, TITANIUM LOCKING-LINERS, AND 

THUMB DISK FOR QUICK RESPONSE. MADE TO BENCHMADE'S HIGHER STANDARD OF QUALITY. 

MODEL 140SBT 
THE ALLEN ELISHEWITZ DESIGNED 

NIMRAVUS'" IS OUR NEW ENTRY INTO FIXED BLADES. 

A STOUT 4.5" FULL TANG, ATS-34 STEEL BLADE WITH MACHINED G-10 SCALES 

MAKE FOR SERIOUS PERFORMANCE. INCLUDES FORMED KYDEX0 SHEATH WITH STEEL CLIP. 

HELD TO A HIGHER STANDARD': 

MODEL 350SBT 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 

$85.00 

MODEL 910SBT 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 

$155.00 

MODEL 140SBT 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 

$140.00 

OREGON CITY, OREGON • 1-800-800-7427 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.benchmade.com 
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Twin 370 HP Turbo Cummins Diesels with Warranties. 342 hrs on Engines, 
Castoli Jet Drives, Kevlar Hull, Bow Post/Machine Gun Mount. 42 Person Capacity, 

Radar, GPS/Plotter, Depth Sounder, 2 VHF Radios, Triaxel Trailer, Etc. 
Only Two of These R/Bs Exist. Navy Special Operations Has the Other One. 

Replacement Cost Over $400,000. 

Selling For $185,000 U.S. Dollars. Trades Considered. 
Located in Ohio on the Great Lakes. 

Contact Neal at (440) 257-4872 

The Level Of INTENSITY 
On The BATTLEFIELD 
DeRends On Your 

PERSPECTIVE 

Get a new perspective on the world of small arms 
with SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT 
-ihe journal from the INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH 
ON SMALL ARMS IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Write for more information or send US $5 
(refundable with membership) for sample 
copy of SMALL ARMS WORLD REPORT to: 

I~S_A_IS 
6320 Olde Towne Ct. , Dept. A 
Alexandria, VA 22307 
(703) 765-9771 
FAX: (703) 765-9773 
IRSAIS accepts American Express 
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Terrodsm IOI Part 2 
Continued from page 39 

ing violence. Most notably: 
• April 1987: Bombed the central bus 

stati on in Colombo, killing 106 people and 
wounding nearly 300 others. 

• January 1996: Drove a mass ive truck 
bomb into the Central Bank in Colombo. 
The bl as t killed 88 people, wounded 
1,400 and destroyed several downtown 
buildings. 

Africa 
Distinguishing terrorism from tribal 

slaughter on the Dark Continent is much 
akin to separating fly poop from pepper. 
The fa intl y remembered Kenyan Mau 
Mau pale in comparison to the new breed 
of butchers. A good example is Algeria, 
where s ince the early 1990s, when the rul­
ing socialist National Liberation Front 
(FLN) threw out e lection results that 
would have turned over power to the fun­
damenta li st Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
Algeria has been hard hit by an especiall y 
gruesome series of terrorist attacks that 
spare no one. The elderly, women , chil ­
dren and babies are slaughtered with 
eq ual abandon. 

Numerous radical groups, many split off 
from the FIS, such as the Armed Is lamic 
Movement (MIR), Armed Islamic Group 
(GIR), and Movement for an Islamic State, 
have set out to overthrow the secu lar FLN 
regime and replace it with a fundamentalist 
Islamic state. Besides a 1994 Air France 
hijacking, and scores of bombings across 
the country (as well as some in France, 
Algeri a's former colonial master) , these 
groups are particularly fond of bloody 
nighttime raids in which kidnapping and 
throat-slitting are de rigueur. 

Egypt 
Dedicated to overthrowin g th e 

Mubarak government fo r a fund amentali st 
Is lamic state are the Al-Gama 'a Al­
lslarniyya (Islamic Group) , who operate 
primarily in so uthern Egypt, and the 
Cairo-based Al-Jihad (Jihad Group). In 
addition to bombing campaigns and ran­
dom shootings, these groups gained 
worldwide attention with a series of 
vicious attacks on foreign tourists. 

(The final segment in this series will 
address Middle Eastern terrorism; factors 
affecting terrorism; the CBR threat; elec­
tronic/computer terrorism; changing roles 
of the rnedia; the future of dornestic and 
international terrorism; and counter- terror­
ism forces such as GSG-9, SAS, Delta, 
Naval Special Wmfare Development Group, 
and GIGN.) 

Richard L. Sherrow is SOFs Con.tributing 
Editor.for Forensic Sciences. ~ 
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Serb Threat Assessment 
Continued from page 65 

of 1995, hast ily organ ized and under-armed 
Croatian and Bosnian units drove the bulk 
of the Yugos lav A1my (85 ,000 of whom had 
sw itched the ir Yugoslav Nati onal Army 
insigni a for Bosnian Serb Army insigni a in 
1993) all the way back to Serbia. 

Ana lysts, pa rticul arl y in the news 
med ia, are always tryi ng to mitigate the 
Serbs' ignoble defeat by insisting that the 
Cros became formidable under the tutelage 
of MPRI, a State Department-approved 
military consul ting firm comprised of for­
mer U.S. Army people. The bas ic assump­
tion was that the Cros couldn ' t have kicked 
the Serbs' butts without American help. 
And it was good fo r MPRI 's image to not 
dispute those reports, but in fac t at that time 
the extent of MPRI's involvement with 
Croatia was in an effort to use its influence 
to open up slots fo r Croatians in vari ous 
European mili ta ry tra ining courses. The 
Croatians didn ' t prevail because they were 
such a great army; they prevailed because 
the Serbs had such a bad army. 

Okay, but what about the here and the 
now? What exactly should NATO ground 
troops be prepared to face when they 
inev itably have to ente r Kosovo? The 
Yugos lavs could fi e ld as many as 300,000 
regulars, reserves and police, and some of 
them, particul arly the special police units, 
may decide to d ie fo r Kosovo. But is the 
Yugoslav army a viable fi ghting fo rce? 
Could the Yugoslav army have reorganized, 
re-equ ipped, retra ined and steeled itself 
into a dynamic, effi c ient and fea rsome 
fighting uni t during the fo ur years since 
Bosnia? 

Belgrade would have to overcome a 
number of fa irly serious obstacles. Fi rst of 
all , the Yugos lav anny los t a major portion 
of its combat arms, NCOs and fie ld-grade 
officers during the dis integrati on of 
Yugoslavia. That is because the combat arms 
were heavily comprised of Muslims, 
Macedonians, Croatians and S lovenes. 
Second ly, while all of the breakaway 
republics have adopted western military 
methodology and equipment, the 85 ,000-
man Yugoslav army is still operating on the 
old Sov iet model with 25- to 50-year-old 
Soviet equ ipment. 

Most of the 200-plus tanks currently 
deployed with Yugos lav fo rces are T-70 and 
T-50 series. Belgrade traded most of the ir 
T-80 series to the Iraqis. Fortuna tely, we 
understand T-70 and T-50 series tanks . The 
A- 1 Os got onto them fa irly well in the 
Kuwaiti desert and the Baghdad-Basra road 
was littered with them, a ll riddl ed by 
depleted uranium projectiles. Unless the 
Yugoslavs somehow managed to regain air 
superiority, the ir armor will be destroyed in 
a sim ilar manner if it is exposed. 

There rea lly is not much chance that 
Yugos lav forces could ever regain air supe­
riority. They have a technically backward 
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rue been to 
all the other 

schools. 
Now I train at 

Thunder Ranch. 

THUNDER RANCH, INC. 
State of the Art Firearms and Tactical Training. 

Clint Smith, Director 
HCR 1, Box 53 

Mountain Home, TX 78058 
(830) 640-3138 

(830) 640-31 83 Fax 
Website : www.thunderranchinc .com 

It's true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure , you 
can "erase" pain (and most other common ail­
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch 
of your finger! G-Jo is based on a network of 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts). When an injury occurs , simply reach 
for the right G-Jo point ... "trigger" it in a special 
way .. . and sigh 1.o. relief! 

Be up and ready for action in moments -- or 
help your loved ones, friends or students -- using 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it 
works for skeptics as well as "believers." Armed 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 

This skill is vital for those in the martial arts ... healing arts ... survivalists and 
outdoorsmen -- or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
and hospitals . G-Jo is safe for all ages ... natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments .. . and it works instantly! Not only for the 
relief of serious injuries -- G-Jo relieves headaches ... backaches ... and 
most other common ailments in seconds! 

In fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective , it can even become your total 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as 
little as one weekend of study! It's the world 's only home-study acupressure 
program available . Act now! 
The G-Jo Institute, Dept201, PO Box 1460, Columbus, NC 28722 

o r call (828) 863-4660 @IMitnlliptSijf@·Mii@m-. 
"Teaching G-Jo A cupressure Since 1976" www.g-jo.com 
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air force at best. rn air to ground actions 
from the time they were bombing Zagreb in 
199 l until they quit flying in Bosnia, they 
only rare ly hit what they tried for. In 
Bosnia every day they bombed the bridge 
across the Sava at Bosanski Brod and after 
nearly two months there were lots of craters 
in the vic inity but only a few holes in the 
structure. 

Sarin Gas A Credible Threat 
After the very first, when U.S. Air Force 

fast movers flew a sortie over Bosnia, no 
one ever saw a Yugoslav military aircraft in 
the air again over Bosnia. In the first days of 
the Kosovo war, the Yugoslavs tried us out 
and lost half of the MiG 29s in their arsenal. 
It is unlikely that they would try to put any­
thing e lse into the air. 

There are several credible threats that 
the Yugoslavs can make. The Yugoslav 
army does have stockpiles of nerve agent 
and they are sophisticated about deploying 
it. Another danger is that they could attempt 
to blow up the nuclear power plant near 
Krsko in Slovenia. Vojislav Seselj, the 
Yugoslav Deputy Prime Minister, has previ­
ously threatened to do that. 

Even if the Serbs have managed to 
miracu lously become a first-rate fighting 
force, what wi ll be left to fight after the 
bombing campaign is finished? Probably 
just about enough of them to surrender in 
their jockey shorts but probably not 
enough to inflict many casualties among 
NATO forces. 

John Hogan served with 1st Infantry 
Division in Vietnam. ~ 
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Let The Bombs Begin 
Continued from page 43 

NATO. It was surreal, but only lasted sec­
onds with the anti-regime protesters run­
ning away after smashing a portrait of 
Slobodan Milosevic and beating a photog­
rapher who made pictures of the inc ident. 

No bombing of Belgrade this evening. 
Day Seven, 30 March 30: Someone tells 

me that it "takes longer to commit justice, 
then it does to commit a crime." 

Rest of the day is a non-photo event. 
Primakov visits with Milosevic, then leaves 
after only three hours of talks. No bombing 
in Belgrade this evening. 

No Front lines 
Day Eight, 31 March 31: Go on another 

Yugoslavian army-sponsored " photo 
safari," this time to Kragujevac and Cacak. 
Both towns were hit last night, and the 
Serbs are eager to show the international 
media the damage. In Kragujevac a mass 
demonstration is under way when we arrive. 
About 40,000 locals have shown up at a 
field just behind an army maintenance faci l­
ity lightly damaged the night before by 
smart weapons. Three large craters mark the 
spot where the buildings used to be. 

We comment that the target was a bit 
odd, considering that a nearby parking lot 
with dozens of APCs and trucks was 
untouched. The garages, it turned out after 
close examination, were empty at the time 
of the bombing. We surmise the Serbs knew 
the strike was coming. 

While we' re there, three loud explosions 
reverberate from nearby hills. Smoke 
columns appear on the horizon. It 's the 
nature of a high-tech war. No front lines. No 
soldiers. Just smart bombs and cruise mis­
si les making pin-point strikes from hun­
dreds of miles away. It makes for a very 
steri le theater of operations. 

Two hours later we're in Cacak, at the 
Slaboda factory. Sloboda 's director, Mr. 
Radomir Ljujic, te lls us that the factory 
made women 's hair dryers, stoves and vacu­
um cleaners. He even shows us their nearly 
vaporized production lines. Ljujuc tells us 
that last night 12 cruise missiles slammed 
into the factory, putting thousands out of 
work and causing "$700 million in damage." 

We're impressed by the damage. The 
cruise missiles left l 0 holes nearly 30 feet 
deep at the po int of each impact. The 
build ings were shredded like Lincoln Logs 
put through a wood pulper. Three build­
ings in the campus-like factory complex, 
however, are red-taped as off-limits and 
guarded by local police. When we ask to 
enter, we were to ld that the buildings con­
tained unexploded ordnance. "Another 
baby milk factory," an SOF friend opines, 
in reference to U.S . bombing of Baghdad 
during the Gulf War. 

Back to Belgrade. The c ity is quiet, but 
NATO says it will begin tonight to target 
government buildings. They didn 't lie, and 

all night the hotel is shaken by bomb blasts 
and noise as Belgrade 's suburbs are rocked 
by cruise missiles and smart bombs. 

April Fool! 
Day Nine, 1 April: Wake up to news that 

Yugoslavian forces have captured three U.S. 
army soldiers who were on patrol along the 
Yugoslav-Macedonian border as part of a 
United Nations mission there. 

No word on how they were captured 
has reached Belgrade, but the Serb propa­
ganda machine is in full swing, making 
much of the arrest. Serbian TV says the 
three will be taken to Kosovo 's capital of 
Pristina for trial. 

Serbian TV also reports that a strategic 
bridge over the Danube River in Novi Sad 
has been destroyed during overnight NATO 
bombing. 

Out of money and sorely needing a rest, 
I begin the normally three-hour drive from 
Belgrade to the Hungarian border. The 
Yugoslavian army says the road is open but 
as I approach Batajnica air base, I am forced 
on to a secondary road because the highway 
is still being used as a runway for MiGs. 

I pass through a Yugoslavian national 
park before descending into the outskirts of 
Novi Sad. I pass a sprawling Yugoslav army 
fac ility on my right that has been reduced to 
spl inters by overnight bombing. Only a few 
soldiers mill around, fending off looters or 
nosy journalists. 

As I meander toward the only bridge still 
standing over the Danube, I am flagged 
down at a MUP checkpoint. Game over. A 
backup unit arrives a few minutes later and 
I'm driven to a small police barracks in the 
northern part of the c ity. 

I'm interrogated, beaten and left with my 
cell phone still in my jacket pocket on the 
cold, cement floor of a holding cell. I won 't 
be home in Budapest tonight. April Fool. 

Day IO, 2 April: Twenty-two long hours 
pass, punctuated by two air raids and a 0200 
visit by plain-clothes paramilitary police 
who tussle with my captors over taking me 
to the second bridge where they want to use 
me as a human shie ld. Thank God, cooler 
heads prevail. 

I try to sleep, but my captors persist in 
spitting on and kicking me between their 
shots of shlivawirz, the local plum brandy. 
At 0515 another air raid commences and 
I'm again brought in for more questioning. 
I'm told that I will probably be taken to 
Pristina by the Yugoslavian army, who 
wants to put me together with the three U.S. 
servicemen taken hostage the day before. 

I pray for a miracle, and later that after­
noon am told that I can leave. The Swedish 
embassy, which is handling U.S. affairs in 
Yugoslavia, has arranged for my release. 

My imprisonment this t ime is over, but 
the NATO campaign to fo rce Yugosla­
vian compliance is far from completing 
its mission. 

A resident of" Budapest and fine gulags 
everywhere, Mark H. Milstein is SOF's 
Chief Foreign Correspondent. ~ 
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Big Bucks In Brutaliiy 
Continued from page 47 

the roads mined - managed to ferry so 
much hardware into Angola 's heartland. 
Obviously, he did so under the noses of the 
enemy and it says much for the tenacity and 
spirit of his revolutionary organization. 
Tchingundo said that whenever UN moni­
tors arrived at UNITA bases, the big stuff 
would be secreted in the long grass. 

An interesting sidelight here is the dis­
closure by Pretoria 's Institute for Security 
Studies that over a period of years, there 
have been sightings of military supplies des­
tined for UNITA being off-loaded and stored 
in warehouses owned by Taiwanese fishing 
companies in Nacala, a port in northern 
Mozambique. Again, some of this stuff was 
Bulgarian. There were also weapons and 
ammunition from South Africa. All were 
flown into Angola in DC-3s and other South 
African-based transport planes and if their 
route crossed Zambia, refueling would have 
been essential. Thus Lusaka's leaders would 
have known about them. 

Wars That Spread 
Those who know Africa well have long 

been aware that these conflicts always esca­
late beyond national frontiers. Exactly the 
same conundrum holds for President 
Kabila 's DRC (formerly Zaire). 

So far, nine countries have been sucked 
into this maelstrom which is further from 
being settled than ever. Helping DRC gov­
ernment forces are Angola, Namibia, 
Zimbabwe, Chad and, clandestinely, the 
Sudan (in a bid to divert the focus from its 
own tribal war in the south). Uganda, 
Rwanda and, on the periphery, Burundi, give 
succor to the rebels. Mercenaries from South 
Africa, the Ukraine, Serbia, Bosnia, France, 
Gennany and elsewhere are fighting on both 
sides. 

South Africa, meanwhile, has been sup­
plying weapons to several of those 
involved. For instance, a dozen RG-31 
Nyala IFVs were sent to Burundi late last 
year. Nobody is prepared to tell whom, at 
$200,000 a throw, paid for them. The 
Nyalas are to be seen in just about every TV 
news clip of the region. 

There are other wars involving foreign 
interests on the continent, like Lesotho, 
where the South African Army launched a 
botched invasion to quell a junior-officer 
putsch. The Israelis are active in several 
hot-spots on the Horn of Africa and else­
where, including Eritrea, while some 
European intelligence sources maintain that 
bin Laden 's agents are again on the move in 
Somalia and the Sudan. 

Elsewhere in East Africa, there have 
been clashes on Kenya 's borders, first with 
dissident Somalis and, more recently, 
Ethiopian troops. South African arms sales­
men have been active here too, dumping 
surplus mine-protected vehicles. Farther to 
the west, in Burundi , a low-key insurgency 
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takes a toll in combatants and innocents. 
On the west coast of Africa, the future of 

Senegal's Casamance Province remains in 
dispute, as it has for 16 years. This low-key 
insurgency has involved a lot of French 
nationals over the years, usually assisting 
government forces. In Guinea-Bissau, to the 
immediate south, several African states 
have nurtured a civil war during the past 
year that has all but destroyed the country. 

Then there is Nigeria, always on the 
brink. Lagos claims foreign agents have 
fanned dissent among some of the tribes in 
southeastern oil-producing states. 

Nigeria does have a propensity for great 
violence. While on assignment with the now­
defunct Executive Outcomes in Sierra Leone 
and Angola three years ago, I was told by 
their executive director, Lafras Luitingh, that 
the company had been approached by 
Nigerian dissidents who were eager to end 
the rule of the tyrant Abacha by force. They 
offered the mercenary group $100 million (in 
cash or gold) to train an army which, ulti­
mately, could overthrow the government. EO 
declined, maintaining that it worked only for 
recognized governments. Instead, had these 
people approached the Ukranian group 
whose mercenaries are now involved in a 
number of African conflicts, the story might 
have been quite different. 

A spokesman for the Ukranian govern­
ment told the British newspaper Guardian in 
January that, indeed, its citizens were involved 
in several African conflicts. The report stated 
that hundreds, "possibly thousands of former 
Soviet soldiers" had gone abroad to fight. The 
reason given was that they were cheap and, 
more important (like South African veterans 
five years ago) very much in demand. "The 
temptation to retire and work abroad is diffi­
cult to resist," the report stated. 

Sierra Leone has seen a lot of mercenar­
ies come and go over the years. Among them 
were personnel attached first to Executive 
Outcomes and then to Britain 's Sandline. 

One of the first to arrive was indepen­
dent operator Bob MacKenzie, an American 
Vietnam veteran who in his day had fought 
for the Rhodesians, with the Renamo rebels 
in Mozambique, in El Salvador and else­
where. MacKenzie's first action in Sierra 
Leone saw him wounded and killed by the 
rebels. The first South African mercenary 
group, mostly black with white officers, 
arrived barely a month later. By then the 
rebels were on the outskirts of Freetown. 

It took Executive Outcomes less than a 
fortnight to clear the coast of rebels, killing 
hundreds in a succession of precision heli­
copter gunship strikes that caused the rest 
to flee. A couple of weeks later, with an EO 
force of 87 men at the van and accompa­
nied by squads of government soldiers -
most of them, as usual, sky-high on local 
gin and ganja - the rebel army was driven 
out of the Kono diamond fields , 300 kms 
into the interior. 

The rest is history. 

Al J. Venter is a senior SOF foreign cor­
respondent. ~ 

Military personnel build their own three-dimensional 
camouflage suits because it is the most effective means of 
concealment. This BUSH RAG kit contains all the materi­
als needed to build your own "ghillie" suit! The BUSH 
RAG is light (31bs), can be made to match any environment 
(from desert to woodland) and is versatile. The user can 
change the colorations of the suit while in the field to 
match any change in terrain. Also, the BUSH RAG was 
designed to hide the most recognizeable features of the 
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leaving the lower portions of your arms and legs free of 
hindrances. This kit comes complete with eight colors of 
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The safe and legal* Steroid replacement 
supplement with no harmful side e{{ects. 

• Dram.atically increases your testosterone levels 
50% or more in.just 5 days (Milanov, Malleva w 1dTaskov. 

doc. 1981). Increased testosierone means faste1; 
easie1; lean muscle growth and increased fat bum. 
• Imported in its most powe1ful form. 100% 
TRIBULUS TERRESTRIS is hands-down the 
most effective muscle ripping, fat-burnin g 
anabolic available over-the-cou111er today. 
• TRIBULUS TERRESTRIS offers massive 
anabolic muscle gains. It 's the best legal* 
supplement for anyone looking to gain mass, 
definition, strength and increased fat loss. 

*Any stronger formulation would require a prescrip1ion. All 
Natural. No Symhctics. No Animal By-Products. 
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MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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MEN& WOMEN! 
Train at home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all lhe 
latesl techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili­
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of !ls kind, the 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

Career-level home study. Learn locksmith-
ing for a great career, or to start your own at­

·"'"'--"'-"-~ home business. For your free career lit· 
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FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 
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Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 

Larry Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 
President 
We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 

personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 
We can meet or beat an rice on the market. 
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TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 
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home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa­
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3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
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testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L .S.C. is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, aminos, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product h as 
been u sed to build muscle, strip away fat, 
and get a tremendous pump. 
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NOW YOU CAN GET... 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 States 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
•Col lege Deg rees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
• Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
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• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
• Police/Military ID and Patches 
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• Soft, comfortable, concealable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

• Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

• 5 year warranty on ballistics 
• Adjustable ballistic panel carriers •. ;.~. 
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Home study. Make good money in 
an action-packed career. 
Solve crimes, find miss­
ing persons, expose 

frauds. Work for attorn eys, in­
surers, and celebrities-or 
start your own business. For 
your free career literature, 
send or call 24 hours a day. 

Call 800-223-4542 
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S&K Labs Boron 
This product has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level you drastically increase your body's 
ability to create lean muscle mass. Would 

you like to sculpt your body with huge 
healthy hard muscles and get that lean 
awesome body builder physique? Our 

1 Omg Boron is 3 times the strength of 
almost all competitors. If you are not 

completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain, return it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only $14.95 Also 

ask about S&K Labs most powerful testosterone enhancer A.T.D.C . 

$14.95 + S&H C.0.0.'s WELCOME 
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_ Add $10.00 for Priority Mai l 
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Shooting Ii Sightseeing 
In The Holy land 

Israel Rction Shooting Tours. Ltd. 
Our 11 Oay Package Features: 
• 3 fUll DAYS of lsraeli-Slyle SHOUTING 

Handgun, Shoulder Weapons, ANO MOHi -
Semi and full Aulo. 
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licensed, Inglish speaking lour guides. 

Our Trip Includes: 
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Sale 
SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

•America's # 1 Arch·Type Monulodurer 25X34 • 30X46 
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THE FEDERAL SIEGE at RUBY RIDGE by Randy 
and Sara Weaver. Signed editions, $24.95. Check 
or Money Order to: Blue Sky Sales, Dept.S, 123 
E.21 st Street, Tulsa, OK 74114 

SHOCKING PLANS! 190+ Publications. 
Impossible to find underground info! Hacking, 
revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very unusu­
al stuff! Free catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, 
Texas 76053. www.theinformationcenter.com 

• FIFTEEN, BLONDE, BEAUTIFUL, at war with 
the Bolsheviks - historical novel by Bert Byfield -
$12 postpaid FREE Information - Caravela Books 
S093, 134 Goodburlet Road, Henrietta, NY 
14467, http://users.aol.com/caravela99 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR- 75-year tradi­
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu­
tion. "Author's Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing" 
1-800-695-9599. 

MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as ''The most dangerous 
press in America." Millions of satisfied readers dis­
agree. Outrageous and controversial books and 
videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, 
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CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT-$14.95 

See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 
800-752-1389 

SURVEILLANCE 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 

Electronic Devices 
• Spy Pinhole Cameras $9900 
•Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

• Micro Recorders •Bug and Phone 
Tap Detectors • Locksmithing 

• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 
• Realtime 15 Hour Telephone 

Recording System $14900 
• Vehicle Tracking System • And more ... 

Catalog $5°0 

We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 

SPY OUTLET 
P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 

(716) 695-8660 I 691-3476 

creative revenge, espionage and investigation, pri­
vacy, personal freedom, action careers, and more! 
To order our 80-page catalog describing over 800 
titles, send $2.00 to: Paladin Press, Box 1307-
8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 392-2400, e-mail 
service@paladin-press.com. Visit our Web site at 
www.paladin-press.com. 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 

• Italian Cane Corso Mastiffs 
Rare antique working dogs from Italy that 

date back over 2000 years to the Roman 
Molosus (the baddest war, and fighting dog, of 

• all time). The Corso is the only coursing hunt­
ing mastiff in existence today. With lightning 
speed, agility, and a willingness to 
defend family and property with 
their life, this is the 
ultimate working and 
companion dog. Worldwide 
shipping, calls welcomed 
for info and pictures. 

Call 870-773-4117 
or 870-774-0853 or 
e-mail dlholmes1@excite.com 

Need NEW ID? 
CREDIT· PRIVACY • 
OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
·Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 
·Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS· Box 8410·HB· Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

Fnlll:OM COUNTnY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing. backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. llPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi­
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu­
scripts, photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. COL­
LECTOR'S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 CANADA 
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entering the hollow 
backstrap that is open 
ALL THE WAY to the 
pistol's internal action!! 

"THE PLUG" installs or 
removes in a second on 

MODELS 17-19-20-21-22-23-24-25-31-32-34-35 
Does NOT permanently alter pistol or interfere with magazine 
insertion or ejection. Improves the look & feel of the GLOCK. 

DEPT. APPROVED & CARRIED ON DUTY BY POLICE 
ACROSS THEUS.A. ORDER NOW AT ONLY 

VISA. M/ C . $5.00 plus S l.25 shpng/hn<l lng 
AMEX , DISC (fore ign orders S IO cc 11 . U.S.) 

call 570-669-7027 (orders only) Mon to Sat 9am-11pm EST 
Or mail check or mone)' order to: 
O.W. L. ENTERPRISES, Box 146. Nesquehoning, PA 18240 

fOOD STOl!A<if 
Restaurant Quality 
Dehydrated Foods 

Call Toll Free 

1-877-99-GOURMET 

e soumm 011 l' Oll'l'UNE llUSSIA! Collectors 
item , published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, mi litary and 
intell igence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 for first 
issue and $1.00 each after. SOF Back Issues, 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 
WWW .sontAG.Ctul 

I :ilfi I: I f{j1J ~ ~1] 1j ill: I j j I {1 
LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or 
ex isting small business. Grants/loans to 
$800,000.00. Free recorded message: (707) 449· 
8600 (KW5) 

COLLECTORS 
AFRICAN RARE- Uniforms, Angolan, Cuban, 
Rhodesian, SA Patches, Wings. Send $20.00 for 
color brochure to : Apocalypse, PO Box 55575, 
Wierda Park, 01 49, Republic of South Africa. 
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INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 

Locate Telephone Number and Addres­
ses, Identity Verification , Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports , Background Checks, Busi­
ness Reports , Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012 , Fax: 718-356-7256 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST! : 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A 1..fili1L I 

~~~~~~ ~~roNUSEE :~~~~~~~~~~ : 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR : 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 1 

• : FOR SOME VERY REI/EALING INFORMATION! I 
• QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPI 57 : 

\._••••••P..~~~~.].~-.i.l~<l0..L~._P~~~~!.¥~~~~:~1:~ •• -' 

Y2K PRODUCTS 
MRE'S (USG!) w/ heaters $70/l2 +shipping 

MILLENNIUM BEAN MIXES 
One ma n month in a stackable bucket 
Choose Millennium Bean , Pea, Rice, Chili , 
or Minestrone. $40/60 servings 
3600 Calorie Food Bars $65/12 
MRE Chocolate Brownies $100/100 
MR E Wheat Snack Bread $60/80 
M RE Poundcakes $75/100 Assorted 

Cata loo $2 Survival Checkli st $5 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & M ERCANTILE 

6854 Highway 55 208-793-3121 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 

ATTENTION : Very extensive historical collec­
tion! World War II - German private collection for 
sale. Orders, decorations, awards, daggers, bayo­
nets, helmets, caps, uniforms, etc. Total 1,250 
pieces, appraised at over $500,000. Contact: 011 -
49-241 -9108-564 (Germany, Fax & Phone) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 
Reg imental insignia and accesso ri es of elite 
Regiments; incl uding SAS ; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines ; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus­
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are v and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JAC KSON MILITARIA, P.O. Box 
8663, San Jose, CA 951 55. Call 408-295-11 36 or 
fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign 
$8.00 , domestic $5. 00) credit cards accepted, U. 
S. Militaria wanted! LJMILITARY@AOL.COM 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA, Uniforms, Books, 
Blades and Field Gear. Check my website and shop 
24 hours a day, everyday. All items guaranteed. 
www.brooksmilitaria.com 

V' s oumm OF l'(lll'l'UNE BACK ISSUES ARE 
available. Most years/issues sti ll in stock. Only $5 
each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax or e-mai l 
to request comprehensive list. SOF Back Issues, 
5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. 
Fax: 303-444-56 17; e-mail : barbara@ 
sofmag .co m. NEW! Order on the web ·· 
WWW.SOHIAG.CIUI 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY-· CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to : BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Cata log with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I -year warranty. 

JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
306-Page catalog-rush $2.00. Research, 11322 
Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles 90025. TOLL-FREE 
HOTLINE: 800-351 -0222 or www.research-assis­
tance.com 

EMPLOYMENT 
BODYGUARDS, EXECUTIVE PROTECTION. Now 
hiring. Protective Services Career Manual details 
types of positions available, schools organizations, 
and companies that currently employ Executive 
Protection/Tactical Security Agents. Includes 3 
month subscription to national employment listings. 
The defin itive guide to find ing employment in 
Executive Protection and Security Operations. 
Send $20.00 to: Protective Services, P.O. Box 25, 
Smyrna, TN , 37167 

OFFSHORE EMPLOYMENT: Good Pay ! 
Adventure! Skilled, unskilled jobs still available 
worldwide with drilling and maritime contractors. 
Informative report lists employers and contacts plus 
"Getting Started". $15.00 postpaid, Check or M.O. 
to VADEN , P.O. Box 2551, Dunnellon, FL 34432 

CAREERS IN SPECIALIZED SECURITY! Guide to 
gainful employment in Nuclear/Tacti ca l Strike 
Securi ty, Executive Protection/Maritime Security 
Fields. Send: $16.00 to Enterprising Securities, 
3336 Montreal Station , Tucker, GA 30084 

FINANCIAL 
MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. We have the answers! Call Toll Free: 
1-800-226-3601, Extension BF7770. 

INVESTIGATION 
GET THE INFORMATION WE SELL TO THE GOV­
ERNMENT on you or anybody. Never before released 
to the public. Complete background. Billions of records 
searched. Immediate response. Send subjects name, 
address or SSN. $29.00 to North American 
Information, P. O. Box 8035 Joplin, MO 64802 
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PHOTO l.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 

High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 

Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 

Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 

Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 

1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS TEXTBOOK and 
BOUNTY HUNTERS TEXTBOOK: Is this business 
for you? How to get into it. How to do the job. 
Everything you need to know! Written by 27 year 
veteran Private Investigator and teacher, Robert 
Nixon. Private I. Textbook: $35 plus $3.00 S&H, 
Bounty H.Textbook: $30.00 plus $3.00 S&H. Check 
or Money Order to: RNA, PO Box 7045, 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 

WORLDWIDE LOCATORS reveal how anyone can 
legally determine the name and identity behind any 
telephone number, anywhere! (Cellular/Beeper/800 
/ Lis ted / Un Ii sted / N on-Pub Ii she d / P riv a le ). 
Confidential. Affordable. Resu lts Guaranteed! 
$10.00 to PhoneTech, PO Box 7503 Talleyville, DE 
19803, http//www.phonetech.com 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis­
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687-6202 

COMBAT KNIVES, Swords, Daggers and more. 
For a ful l color catalog send $5 (refundable with first 
purchase) to : MILLENNIUM FORCE CORP, PO 
Box 23520, Oakland Park, FL 33307, www.myfree­
office.com/millenniumforce/ index.html 

MEDICAL 
MEDICAL KITS/COMPLETE FIELD SURGICAL 
KITS: Medications, Sutures, Trauma Dressings, 
Skin Staplers, hard to find adventure products. No 
expired surplus, all new medical supplies. BEST 
PRICES. Call for free 48pg catalog. C.A.M.P. 1-800-
916-2267, www.campstuff.com 

MILITARY EVENTS, 
AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 

• Attention Military, Veterans: SOUntm IH' 
l'OU'l'UNE will run a 30-word notice here for one 
month, half price, for any legitimate reunion, mili­
tary base open-house, air show, battle re-enact­
ment, firepower demonstration or similar military 
event. Non-commercial events only; standard rate 
applies to for-profit events. www.sonlAG.ccm 
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Descramblers 
Absolutely the Lowest Prices! 

All Major Brands 
90-Day Money-back I 2-year Warranty 

Nobody Beats Our Prices Ever 
AAA Electronics • 1-888-929-8669 

SIJlll7Il7 illJ 
'l

1

l~f~ll 
DO IT YOURSELF 
FOOD STORAGE 
e MYLAR BAGS 
e BAG SEALERS 
• OXYGEN ABSORBERS 
e DESSICANT BAGS 

e BAYGEN e STARLIGHT 
• ALCO - BRITE • AQUA RAIN 

www .survival-tech.com 
1 - 800 - 445 - 3453 

SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

MISCELLANEOUS 
LETTHE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or exist­
ing home. Over 100 different programs available. Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

WANT ALTERNATE USA ID? Privacy, protection, 
peace of mind for only $1493.00. Now call Charles 
M. Gordon, 704-348-1528, 24 hours a day. Strictly 
confidential consulting services. Don't call until you 
are ready with available funds. 

M-1 GARAND RIFLES FROM THE US ARMY. 
Fully operational from Federal arsenals. Thousands 
sold! Complete instructions: $5.00, SASE to: T&G 
Enterprises, P.O. Box 914, Prospect, KY 40014, 
http://hometown.aol.com/jjack85057/ m1 rifle.html 

RECHARGEABLE CALLING CARD: 15.9 cents a 
minute. Everyday. No surcharges. Great for military 
personnel. $1.00 to Evan Garcia, P.O. Box 1333, 
Santa Fe, Texas 77510 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds muscle, 
strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate Testos­
terone level 200%. Enhances virility- Instant recov­
ery. Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

REMEMBER THE FALLEN. Beautiful 8X10 color 
photographs depicting where you or a loved one 
served in the military. Send $15 to Wiseman PO 
Box 528 Mt. Dora, Florida, 32756. Include, Who, 
What, Where, When, etc. rew@cde.com, 
(http://warmaps.homepad.com) 

HIGH EXPLOSIVE AIRGUN PELLETS: Any cal­
iber. Make your own. Fast and easy instructions. 
Send $8.00 to : Tracerpellets, PO Box 84, 
Clarksburg, MD, 20871 

SECURITY SYSTEMS - How to Buy, What to Look 
For, Send $2.00 for brochure T.A.C., Inc. PO Box 
282, Canton, MS, 39046, 601-859-7910 

DYSARTS WOLF KENNEL 
MacKENZIE VALLEY 

TIMBERWOLVES 
Y, wolf - Y, shep. cubs 
bred for protection, or 
% and up cubs. Have 
a true friend .. . own a 
wolf-shepherd. 

Brochure with 20 
photos -- $5.00 

CHARLES DYSART, JR 
BOX 597 Henrietta, NC 28076 
(828) 657-6220 (828) 657-9273 

MINE, GRENADE & FIREARMS POSTERS: 50+ 
set; single posters and poster books available. 
Securesearch, Inc., 3500 Pharmacy, U-4, Toronto, 
ON., Canada M1 W 2T6. (1-416) 492-5349, Fax: (1-
416) 492-3656 

GENUINE BULL TALLYWACKER- Walking canes 
with new lead loaded copper foot. Serves as a 
defensive weapon. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
$49.95 prepaid. 1-800-345-2533 

INTERNET SECRETS: Learn to take control of 
another computer over the internet! 1-900-407-
2020 ext. 7164. $2.99 per minute. Must be 18 
years. serv-u 619-645-8434 http://members.aol.com/ 
WarSurplus/asoldiershumor.html. 

AR15/M16 OWNERS- you need our FREE sales 
flyer! Call 702-650-8576. 24 hrs. 

79 



Uniforms: 
Genuine Inmate Uniforms -Both Jump 
Suits & Shirts/Trousers. Prison Orange 
& Chain Gang Black And White Stripes 

Restraints: 
Steel Restraints Including Handcuffs, Leg 
Irons, Belly Chains, Transport Chains. Also 
Old-time Chain Gang Irons & Specialized 
Corrections Restraint Systems 

Jail Cells: 
Bars, Cell Door, Combination ToileVSink, 
Etc. PX: Direct can install or we wi ll supply 
the materia ls and you do the installation. 

Send $8 For Color Catalog Or Visit 
our Website At http://www.pxdirect.com 

Master Card & Visa Accepted 

1530 Locust St., Ste. 220SF, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
215. 735.5565 • email: pxdirect@aol.com 

Catalog S2 Refundable 
MAXSELL CORP • (954) 568-1480 

P.O. BOX 23021 • F'r. LAUD, FL 33307 

• 2500+ Military Designs 
• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

- , ~ • Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 

by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 
PO.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 

Fax : 1-815-223-1499 

LYME DISEASE treatment endorsed by The 
National Foundation for Alternative Medicine. 
Antibiotics don't work. We pioneered chemical 
detox treatments. BMP Resources, Inc. New 
Orleans-Cosumel (504) 522-6599. www.bmpre­
sources.com 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, Travel, 
Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, Anyplace! 7700 
Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 (refundable). 
MONARCH, Box 42003-203F, Phoenix, AZ 85080 

PREPAREDNESS 
Y2K SURVIVAL FOOD! So delicious, use every­
day or save ... Moisture/Bug proof. Long shelf. 
Available now-no back orders! 1-800-878-8844 
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r-----------------, 
WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles: 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, ~ 
military trucks, more. 11111111 
100's of ads, tech tips, . 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 

HILITARY ~ VEHICLES 
Im fl ITT.'fll 

1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 

12-L2 lndionheod, Morristown, NJ 07960 

L-----------------~ 

Thousands of "Underground" devices including: 
Drug Education Books, Telephone Recording Devices, Restricted 
Potions & Powders, Digital Voice Changers, New ID & Credit 
Publications, Death & Weird Videos, Adult Graphic Novels & 
Comics, Lock Picking Tools, High Tech Video Systems, Explosive 
& Munitions Manuals, Revenge Books plus much more! 

!Catalog Only $3.00 ISendForYoursToday! 

UNDERGROUND 
P.O. Box 54400 • Dept SOF 
Phoenix, AZ 85078-4400 
www.unde~ roundmall.com . ,.,,..~~~ ....... 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE FOOD STORAGE! Be pre­
pared: Emergencies- Camping- Survival. Be 
prepared and save up to $500 at the same time! 
Call 1-800-824-5960 for details, ordering whole­
sale info. 

Y2K NEW DIESEL GENERATORS Best Quality/ 
Prices Guaranteed or We Pay You $10,000/5kw-
2295/8kw-2795/1 Okw-3095/12kw-3395/15kw-
3795/www.y2kwakeup.com/1-888-311-1947/1-770-
216-1534 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are ti' and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

Y2K SURVIVAL BACKPACK- Everything you need 
in a moments notice! Send $2.00 for brochure 
T.A.C., INC. P.O. Box 282 Canton, MS 39046, 601-
859-7910 

REAL ESTATE 
LAKE OF THE OZARKS, MISSOURI 40 to 690 
acre ranch. Springs. Creeks, Woods. Pasture. 
Deer Turkey. Seclusion. Defensible. From $950 
per acre. Terms. 573-346-6364. Brownell @ 
LakePC.com 

REMOTE ALASKA SURVIVALIST/Militia Head­
quarters and Training Camp. Surrounded by lake 
and public land - http: //www.AlaskaMall.com/ 
Viapan - FAX 1-907-583-21 62 

Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tel Is all! Want 
a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 

the experts: 
• How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss' 
• How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations. 

Skiptracing & Surveillance' 

• How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency' 
• How To Work From Home, Part-Time or Fu11Time1 

• No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required' 

SI.\ n : \l'l'RO\ El> 

Located in the Entertainment Ca ito 
Of the World! 213 879-1165 

FREE 
DETAILS 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 
BEVERLY HILLS CA 9021 

~ U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND ~ 
Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA. 
CO. ID. MT, NV, NM. OR, UT. WA. WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens enlitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete inlormation package including maps. 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money order lo: FEDERAL LAND CO., Deptl, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead­
ing-lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE' 

REMAILING SERVICES 
ti' COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL MAIL 
RECEIVING/FORWARDING, street address in 
Income Tax Free Florida. Remails, Fax receiv­
ing/sending. Wilton Manors Postal 52 W. Oakland 
Park Blvd., Suite SOF, Wilton Manors, FL, 33311-
2520 

SURPLUS 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell: Cars, trucks. computers, more! Great deals! 
Call Now Toll Free: 1-800-601-2212, ext. SP7770. 

TRAINING 
CUT THE COST OF TRAINING AIDS. Send 
S.A.S.E. to Arcane Enterprises, Dept. A, PO Box 
621, Clarkston, Ml 48347 for details 

MARITIME SECURITY and Executive Protection, 
Technical Surveillance, Counter-Intelligence, 
Career Development, Armorers Courses/Training. 
Call Enterprising Securities (770) 723-0773 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

WANTED 
FREEDOM LOVERS. Learn how to legally reduce 
business/personal and capital gains taxes. Become 
lien, levy and judgement proof while earning spec­
tacular income immediately. 24 hour message. 1-
800-576-2285. 

WANTED: SAS other HRU'S. Defense tactical 
videos. Write: CJ, PO Box 2669, Port Angeles, WA. 
98362-0331 

WANTED- Executive Protection Professionals. 
International Networking for contacts and employ­
ment. Send $20.00 for infopak to: BASECA, P.O. 
Box 646, Essex Fells, N.J. 07021. 
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'f!aDETE~ 
Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new \ 
adventure every day. h. 
Dynamic home study course. %.'.,~ 
Diploma, Badge. State approved. · 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT . 

\~!2~?,,1s?.~.~!!c!~'.·J9g9~ ill& 

BOUNTY HUNTERS - SKIP TRACERS WANTED, 
100K plus annually. Training , networking , national 
association. www.bountyhunt.com Details 210-
690-7790. 

WEBSITES 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your Website 
or Internet URL+ 10 words right here. This is a 
great way to get out the word on your site! 

INEXPENSIVE WATER KITS for water purification 
and chlorina tia, treats 3,000 gallons. 
http:l/www.wn.com .au/y2k 

v GOOD TO GO- Helping Prepare the Unpre­
pared. Are you ready? www.GOOD-2-GO.com 

NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS- Russian made. No 
artificial light source needed! www.1minimall.com 

MILITARY & POLICE PATCHES - Sales and 
manufacturing , official items at SFSPatches. 
WEB>http:wwwaad1 .com/sfs 

Automatic Knife 
Resource Guide ....... 8 

Baden K-9 ............. 14 
Benchmade Knife Co. . ... 69 
Blackhawk Industries .. 10-11 
Bud K . . ............... 74 
Butler Creek ........... 33 
Camouflage Products .... 73 
Chase-Durer .... 34, Cover 4 
CZ-USA ............... 31 
Direct Action Video ...... 15 
Eden Press ............ 76 
Excalibur Electro Optics 

Inc ................ 16 
Franklin Mint ........... 17 
G. G. & G ............... 30 
G-Jo Institute ........... 71 
Global Adventures ...... 76 
Global School 

of Investigation ...... 74 
Glock ... .............. 13 

Aimpoint ............ 53 
Black Hills Ammunition .69 
Coleman Advanced 

Products Group ..... 54 
Hogue Inc ............ 22 
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13983 Industry Avenue 
...-..--~- Becker, MN 55308 

J;i}~/iTii)( ~ PHONE 1-612-261 -5600 
L!:f/LIUUUcv •• FAx 1-612-261 -5599 
p A NT :a E R www.dpmsinc.com 
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Do It Right Or Fill Bodybags 

L
st week Bill Clinton asked the 
iation to pray for our three so l­
diers who were captured by the 
Serbs. While I'm all for praye rs, 

it 's more important for all our soldi ers 
who are now in the Yugos lav ian killing 
field - and those who ' ll soon deploy 
there as mi ss ion creep ratchets into mi s­
sion panic - for Congress to ask the gen­
e ral s why these three warri ors were 
snatched in the first place. 

them too much to do without the right stuff 
to do the job. Our forces in Bosnia have 
been tak ing the type of precautions out­
lined above for four years . When I 
patrolled against the Serbs in the late 
1940s, less than 300 miles to the North of 
Macedonia, we did as we ll because even 
then a favorite Serb trick was the old 
hostage snatch. 

When we were hit we shot back. 
Contrary to the hype of the Army 's mantra 
of today, we indeed fou ght as we trained . 
We had it drummed into us by our World 
War IT veteran NCOs: "Kill or be killed. " 

And The Code of Conduct was imprint­
ed on our very being: "I wi II never surren­
der of my free will. " 

Since World War II, the ROE and " the 
more sweat on the training field, the less 
blood on the battlefield" type of training 
have been watered down by nervous com­
manders more concerned fo r the ir careers 
then the ir soldiers' safety. 

The ir throwing up the ir hands and 
shouting, " [ surrender! " without a fi ght just 
doesn 't pass the sme ll test. These were not 
three recruits who would turn into jelly and 
throw down their weapons when slugs 
sung over the ir heads. All were experi ­
enced soldier:; from a crack reconnaissance 
squadron , scouts who had been in 
Macedonia fo r months before their UN 
mission was canceled and they swapped 
their blue helmets for NATO war green. 
They knew the terra in and had been con­
ducting the same mission for weeks. They 
were a spec ial unit on a war footing , so 
close to the fi ght in Kosovo that they could 
hear the Serb artillery rumbling and smell 
the cordite from the explosions. They were 
indeed in a dangerous place and receiving 
hazardous duty pay accord ingly. 

Congress should ask: 
• Why were the three scouts in a haz­

ardou s zone without th e ir tanks and 
Bradley Fighting Vehicles, which are sit­
ting in a motor poo l in Germany? (A ques-

Col. David Hackworth, (Rer.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled "Defending 
Arnerica. " "Hack" doesn't pull any punches 
and rnany liberal rags won't can y his writ­
ing. If your local paper/a/ls into that cate­
gory, call the editor and let him know you' d 
like to see "Defending America" on the Op­
Ed page. Ir's syndicated by King Features , 
235 £. 45rh Sr. , New York , NY 10017. 

When my Screaming Eagle brigade 
deployed to Vietnam in 1965 , General 
Westmore land 's order was: "You can ' t fire 
until the enemy fires first." 

In my battalion 's first fight , a paratroop 
sergeant had to jump up on a wall and 
wave to cause three Viet Cong who were 
goofing off to slap leather. Not fo llowing 
Westy 's orders, he killed all three the sec­
ond they went for their guns. 

tion I asked the Pentagon two weeks ago .) 
• Why were they on patrol by themselves in just one ex tremely 

vulnerable Humvee (the 1990s' Jeep) without at least three more 
veh ic les - each with mounted machine guns - each covering the 
others? 

•Where was the backup force which is normally on high alert, 
ready to re info rce when the inev itable cow dung hits the fan ? 

• What were the ROE (Rules of Engagement)? Were the ir 
weapons Jocked and loaded? Did the soldiers have c lear orders to 
fire if threatened or fired upon? 

• Why weren ' t there dead Serbs on the ground? 
Trained soldi ers don ' tjust throw up the ir hands and allow them­

selves to be Jed away like sheep. They had time to report on the 
radio, "We' re tak ing direct fire ! We' re trapped! They' re all around 
us !" If they had time to yak, then they had time to squeeze the ir 
triggers. 

Heads should roll. Especially the heads of the American and 
British genera ls in Macedonia who hung them out to dry by giving 
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In Lebanon, in 1983, 241 warriors were 
killed by a truck bom b. The sentry on the 

front gate wasn ' t allowed to carry a loaded weapon. The same thing 
happened in Saudi Arabia in 1996, when 18 airmen were killed and 
more than 400 wounded by a te rrori st attack. 

I've gotten too many reports over the years of how our armed 
fo rces are los ing their warrior edge, and a rucksack full of com­
plaints that the troops are no longer be ing trained - as "Private 
Ryan 's" generat ion was - for real combat. 

Let's hope the snafu in Macedonia isn ' t the first s ign of a force 
no longer ready for wa r. 

Http://www.hackworth .com is the address of 
David Hackworth 's home page. 

Copyright 1998 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth 's best-selling book, Hazardous Duty, has topped 
90,000 copies in worldwide sales. ~ 
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We sell products for Y2K. But we ' re not going to tell you the 
world is coming to an end. Because it isn't. We believe most 

of the computer glitches will be solved. Although there's 
something that's been bothering us. 

Many of our customers are computer programmers. 

Shop our entire se lec tion ON THE WEB @ 

www.watertanks.com 

Or co ll toll free for our FREE Spring 1999 Cotolog : 

And here's a few of the things they've bought from us: 
waler barrels • waler slorage • waler lrealmenl • food slo rage • food syslems 
• fuel slorage • largest se leclion of allernative energy producls I solar & wind-up 
• emergency supplies • gas masks • Deep Well Pumps • water filters • candle 
lanlerns • herbal firs! aid & medicine • grinders • ozone machines • dislillers 

1-888-742-6275 
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